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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT: 
 

Hello to all my fellow squad members!  I can’t believe it is time for 
another conference. This year has gone by so fast, since our last one. 
We have some classes that we are going to put on this year that will be 
quite interesting. We were contacted by the state EMA about NIMS 
training. As you may or may not know, the NIMS training is required if 
you are deployed through FEMA and you must have this training to be 
reimbursed your money. The classes ICS-100, ICS-200, IS-700 and IS-
800 are the classes which I have been told everybody must take. You 
can take these classes on the Internet or through your local EMA. The 
two newest classes out are ICS-300 and ICS-400, which are for super-
visory personnel, such as captains or presidents.  ICS-300 and IS-400 
are classroom settings only. We are lucky to have a handful of instruc-
tors within the Association. We will be offering the ICS-300 class at 
the conference, but the only dates that we can get these in are Wednes-
day and Thursday.  I know that this is not the most opportune time for 
most people but it is the best for the Executive Board. The class is lim-
ited to 25 people, so if you are interested call me (Danny Butler) to 
register for this class ONLY. I know this is late notice and we will post 
details on the website as soon as possible. Again, this class is for offi-
cers and supervisors only. 
At this time we do not have any more information about the boat bill. 
As before, it is an ongoing saga. 
Thanks to all of our members for your continued support of the Execu-
tive Board and for your vote of confidence in voting us back into of-
fice. We still need your continued support to follow through with what 
we have set out to do. Congratulations to Matt Knight for moving into 
the chair of President. I know Matt will make a great President 
The training day was held September 13th at the Fire College. This was 
the first time that the Association has held training at the Fire College. 
Thanks to Huntsville Cave Rescue and all others who helped or partici-
pated.  From what Jason told me, the Fire College was very, very im-
pressed with our Association.  As you know, we are entering into an 
agreement with the Fire College to have classes that will be taught by 
AARS members, but will get credit through the Fire College for train-
ing. We will be going down on Sept 25th for a meeting with them to 
finalize the necessary paperwork for our agreement. 
Please check the website for the conference information, if there are 
any changes we will post them as soon as possible. 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to all the hurricane victims and thanks 
to all those who have participated in any way in helping out with the 
recent disasters. 
 
Looking forward to seeing all of you in Mobile, 
          Danny Butler 
 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE 1st VICE PRESIDENT: 

 
WOW!!!!  Is it time for the conference?  Where has this year gone?  It 
has been a great year.  Our dedicated members and squads across the 
state always continue to work very hard to provide the BEST to our 
friends, family, and citizens of Alabama.  You always PRIDE yourself 
to be members of the Alabama Association of Rescue Squads.   
I think we have missed another year in the Tropical Season that has 
really spared Alabama.  Fay came at a real good time and provided 
some much needed rain.  Gustav was a real scare and where many 
communities may have received evacuees, the state as a whole was 
spared (I won’t get into this letter my experience with the evacuee’s, 

but I would love to share my experience if you ask).  With the destruc-
tion and aftermath of Ike, we should be so thankful and blessed that we 
were spared. 
Jason has worked very hard on getting a very diverse schedule of train-
ing classes aligned for the conference.  Thanks Jason!!  I am anxiously 
awaiting the conference to see how the conference committee has put 
together a great time for our members.  November 6 can’t get here fast 
enough for me. 
I want to thank the Nominating Committee and the members of the 
Association for putting the trust in me to serve as President of the As-
sociation.  This is such an honor and as I look at some of the experi-
ences that God has allowed me to be involved in, I look forward to the 
challenge.  Now I am asking for a lot of help from you all.  I have had 
the opportunity to learn many of you as cherished friends, there are 
many more of you that I don’t know and I beg each of you to call me, e
-mail me, or seek me out at any of our meetings to make sure I know 
our members. 
As I close I want to thank Daleville, Peckerwood, and South Lamar for 
hosting our Quarterly meetings this year.  Your hard work, dedication, 
and hospitality continue to make the Association strong and proud.  
See you at the Conference!  
 
Matthew C. Knight 
1st Vice-President 
 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE 2nd VICE PRESIDENT: 
 
 
HELLO!   I hope to find everyone doing well and I understand some of 
the squads did get busy during hurricane Ike.   We have all been busy 
getting everything finalized for the conference, I think it will be a lot of 
fun this year. We will have some good classes which I hope everyone 
can get involved in.  Hope everyone gets a cart in the cart race even if 
it is a helicopter.  We had three enter last year and had a great time 
with all the fun. I expect many more this year.  (Don’t expect the race 
to be straight.) The rescue challenge will also be a lot of fun but you 
better come ready, challenge is the name for a reason.  I really hope 
everyone will be down Friday night for karaoke. I was told to make a 
request for Mike and Andy to sing Elvira for some unknown reason 
( LOL ).   We are thinking of doing a spring training day so let me 
know now what you think about it and if there are any specific classes 
you want to request. Also, we may do one in the north end and one in 
south end next year. With gas being like it is, maybe this would make it 
easier for everyone to attend.  I would also like to let everyone know 
that we need you all to start working on your NIMS classes so that we 
can get all squads up to date on the incident command system so that 
we can receive funding when available.  We had a great time at the 
single rope class at the Fire College. I would like to thank everyone 
who attended this year.   I also would like to thank the Fire College for 
hosting the class, it was a great facility for the class. Also a big thanks 
to Bull Conner for making us all feel at home and to all who helped us 
get this set up.  I hope to see all of you at the conference in Mobile. I 
will be coming down on Tuesday of that week so if you have any idels 
for training day let me know.      
 
 
Thanks to all      
Jason Heard 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 



3rd Quarterly Meeting Minutes 
August 16, 2008 

Millport, AL  
 
Johnny Rogers, Probate Judge of Lamar County welcomed us to their 
county. 
Meeting was called to order by President Danny Butler. The Honor 
Guard posted the colors. Doyce Bobbit opened with prayer. Roll was 
called with 62 squads represented. Motion was made by McIntosh to 
dispense with the reading of the minutes, seconded by Union. Motion 
carried. Financial report was read. Clayton made motion to accept, 
seconded by Sartec. Motion carried. Danny showed the members the 
design for the conference shirt, designed by Rick Miller. Motion By 
Lillian to accept shirt design, seconded by Carbon Hill. Motion carried. 
Danny told the members that Chauncey Wood was elected President of 
the AAVFD. 
Bill Warren from the Alabama Fire College spoke and read a letter 
from Allen Rice. The Alabama Fire College has adopted a resolution 
for training to be allowed for AARS members. Bruce Patrick from 
South Lamar spoke about the fuel tax and getting a bill passed to allow 
rescue squads to be reimbursed for all taxes on fuel. Motion was made 
by South Lamar to pursue this, seconded by Ider. Motion passed. 
Danny spoke about creating the Infraction committee, members to be 
announced at the Annual Conference. Danny turned the microphone 
over to Chauncey, he told us that Ray Hogan had been awarded Fire-
fighter of the Year. Chauncey spoke about the Executive Board and 
himself going to Randolph County and meeting with Richard Laird 
about our boat trailer bill, and also that the AARS also still has a state 
rescue officer. The State Attorney Generals office is checking into this 
for us and we will let the members know as soon as we know. 
Chauncey then called all members of Colbert Rescue up to the podium 
and the Captain of Colbert Rescue proposed to his girlfriend, Kayla 
Adams, she accepted his proposal. This is the first time that this has 
ever happened. He also presented a certificate of Appreciation to 
Joshua Staggs. The squads in the state need to send a letter to their 
County Commission to ask them to support our bill, we will type up a 
form letter and send to all squads. Motion was made by Lillian, sec-
onded by Peckerwood. Motion carried. 
Danny said that the only one from our Association that would be going 
to Tennessee to their convention would be Jason Heard. At this time 
Danny turned the microphone over to Matt. Matt told us that South-
west Panhandle K-9 and Emotional Response Team had withdrawn 
their application. Matt also spoke about testifying at the First Re-
sponder Congressional Hearing held at Fort McClellan.  
Jason talked about our association with the Fire College and being able 

to get more training. 
Jason presented Rescuer of Quarter to David Walker from Fischer Res-
cue Squad. 
Plaque for High Attendance for 2nd Quarter to Autauga County Rescue 
Squad. 
High Attendance for 3rd Quarter is Peckerwood Rescue Squad. Debbie 
spoke about having someone come in to do pictures at our conference. 
Debbie also spoke about everyone sending in recipes so we can do a 
cookbook to raise money for the Association.  
At this time the nominating committee presented their nominations for 
officers. Candy stepped down as Chairman, the position will be re-
placed by Danny Smith at Conference. 
2nd Vice President-Jason Heard. Motion made by Ider to close nomina-
tions, seconded by Carbon Hill. Motion carried. 1st Vice President-
Danny Butler. Motion by Calhoun County to close nominations, sec-
onded by Anniston. Motion carried. 
President-Matt Knight. Motion by Anniston to close nominations, sec-
onded by Sartec. Motion carried. There will be no election at confer-
ence. 
Danny presented a certificate to South Lamar for hosting the meeting. 
Motion to adjourn by Union, seconded by Autauga County. Colors 
were retired. Meeting was adjourned. 
 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

*** MUTUAL AID *** 
 

 IF YOUR SQUAD HAS A SITUATION WHERE YOU NEED MUTUAL AID FROM 
OTHER DEPARTMENTS SUCH AS STORM DAMAGE OR WATER RESCUES PLEASE 
CONTACT THE AARS OFFICE AT (800) 452-8431, SO WE CAN GET THE CLOSEST 
SQUADS WITH THE TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT YOU NEED TO YOU. IF THERE IS 
NO ANSWER LEAVE A MESSAGE AND YOUR CALL WILL BE RETURNED AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE. IF IT IS URGENT CALL DEBBIE TIDWELL ON HER CELL PHONE AT 
(256) 347-2690.  

AARS ORDER FORM 
 

        QTY. COST TOTAL 
AARS SHOULDER PATCH    ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 
AMERICAN FLAG PATCH    ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 
AARS WINDOW DECAL    ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 
AARS VEHICLE DECAL    ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 
AARS FLAG      ___ x $50.00 _____ 
 
      GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 
 

CLIP AND MAIL TO: 
AARS 

PO BOX 569 
ADDISON, AL 35540 
FAX: (256) 747‐3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS 
TO YOU WITH AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POST‐
AGE FEE WILL BE WHATEVER IT COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 
*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT 
QUARTERLY MEETING. *** 



 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
** PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RECIPES TO DEBBIE TIDWELL ASAP FOR THE AARS COOKBOOK 
 
** 2009 FIRST QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE:  DECEMBER 31, 2008 

 
** THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED FOR LENGTH, CONTENT, AND APPRO-
PRIATNESS  
 
** ANY ARTICLES SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE DATE WILL BE SUBMITTED FOR THE NEXT MAGAZINE NO 
EXCEPTIONS SO THE MAGAZINE CAN GET OUT TO YOU QUICKER** 
 
** ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED THAT IS FROM A COPYRIGHTED SOURCE, MUST INCLUDE REPRINT PERMISSION, 
THIS IS A LEGAL REQUIREMENT *** 
 
** ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org *** 
 
** PLEASE REMEMBER IF YOU HAVE BEEN USING YOUR SQUAD’S ADDRESS INSTEAD OF YOUR HOME ADDRESS 
FOR THE AARS, PLEASE BE SURE TO NOTIFY THE EDITOR AT editor@alars.org OF YOUR HOME ADDRESS OR YOU 
WILL NOT RECEIVE A MAGAZINE *** 
 
** 2009 QUARTERLY MEETINGS ARE BEING HOSTED BY: 
 1ST QUARTER: CLIO RESCUE SQUAD 
 2ND QUARTER: PECKERWOOD RESCUE SQUAD 
 3RD QUARTER: DEKALB COUNTY RESCUE SQUADS 
 
 
 



Incoming 2009 President, Matt Knight. 
(Photo by Rick Miller) 

Can’t I have just ONE cup of coffee??  
(Photo by Rick Miller) 

AARS Honor Guard in Class A uniform presenting the Colors. 
(Photo by Rick Miller) 

Good food provided by South Lamar Rescue Squad 
(Photo by Rick Miller) 



The North Alabama Search Dog Association 
and the Guntersville Rescue Squad 

will be hosting a NASAR 
Managing the Lost Person Incident Course. 

 
The Managing the Lost Person Incident course is designed to teach the essential knowledge and skills necessary to perform as the initial 
response Incident Commander on a lost person incident with the primary focus on the Search element of SAR. The course prepares the stu-
dent for the management responsibilities and leadership skills required during SAR missions. The course explains the tasks and procedures 
needed to effectively manage SAR operations from the initial response through the expansion phases of the search to the final demobilization 
of all resources. The MLPI course explains and describes in detail the overall objectives, strategies, and tactics needed for a successful out-
come of SAR missions. With further incident management training and field experience; the person with this training can perform as the In-
cident Commander on prolonged and more complex searches. This course is 32 hours, taught over four days (two weekends).  This course 
will be taught Jan 31/Feb 1 and Feb 28/March 1.  It will be held at the Guntersville Rescue Squad Building.  Cost is $160 per person for all 4 
days.  For more information, please contact 
Darcy  Harbaugh at (256) 651-9462,                                    Email: djandcompany@att.net 

Or check out our website at www.nasdak9.org and click on the MLPI info link. 

Training Day, September 13, 2008 
By Jason Heard 

 
We had a great training day September 13th at the Fire College,  it was 
a warm day with a light breeze blowing making the day comfortable 
for this class.   The class was on single rope technique, which consisted 
of learning the safety aspects of rope and climbing and rappelling and 
was taught by instructors from Huntsville Cave Rescue Unit.   We all 
learned a lot about the correct techniques to use; we also had a good 
time just getting to be together with our fellow rescue squad brothers 
and sisters.  We got to rappel off the five-story training tower, which 
worked out great.  This was the first time the class was done at the Fire 
College and I would like to thank everyone there for helping set this 
class up and making us feel at home.  We would also like to thank Bull 
Conner of the Fire College, for taking time to hang out with us for the 
day.   I think he enjoyed his day by doing a little bit of rope climbing 
himself.  I would like to thank the instructors from Huntsville Cave 
Rescue, Brian Bailey, Jeff Burns, Jack Fischer, Nick Huskinson, Dan 
Mattle, Ed Nicholas and Michelle Ortega-Edwards for taking the time 
to teach the class.  If anyone has ideas for classes or locations for next 
year, please let me know.  



AARS 2008 Annual Conference November 6th – 8th  
Ashbury Hotel & Suites 
600 W I-65 Service Rd S 

Mobile, AL 36608 
1-800-752-0398 

 
Schedule of Events 

(All classes are subject to change) 
CEU’s will be available for all courses 

 
Wednesday 

 
NIMS 300…………………………………….8:00am-8:00pm 
(NIMS  300 is for squad personnel in a supervisory position  
 only. Those wishing to attend NIMS 300 are to contact 
 Danny Butler or Debbie Tidwell as soon as possible.  Class 
 size is limited to 25). 
                  

Thursday 
 
 

Training Programs Registration..…...……...7:30am-8:00am 
NIMS 300..…………………………….……..8:00am-5:00pm 
ACLS…………..…………...……………….8:00am-12:00pm 
24 Hour Refresher Course…………….…...8:00am-12:00pm 
PALS…………………………………….…..8:00am-12:00pm 
Basic EMT Instructor Course………….….8:00am-12:00pm 
LUNCH………………………………….….12:00pm-1:00pm  
ACLS…………………………………….…...1:00pm-5:00pm 
24 Hour Refresher Course………………..…1:00pm-5:00pm 
PALS……………………………………….....1:00pm-5:00pm 
Basic EMT Instructor Course……………....1:00pm-5:00pm 
Extrication Instructor………………..……...1:00pm-5:00pm 
EVOC…………………………………..…….5:00pm-9:00pm 
                                 



 Friday 
 

Training Programs Registration……………………………7:30am-8:00am 
NIMS 100, 200, 700 & 800…………………………….……...8:00am-Finish 
ACLS………….………………………………….…………8:00am-12:00pm 
24 Hour Refresher Course …………………………….….8:00am-12:00pm 
PALS………………………………………………………..8:00am-12:00pm 
Extrication Instructor……………………………………..8:00am-12:00pm 
EVOC…………………….……………………………………8:00am-Finish 
Airway Management………………………………………8:00am-12:00pm 
Lunch ………………………………………………………12:00pm-1:00pm 
ACLS………………………………………….……………..1:00pm-5:00pm 
PALS……………………….………………………………...1:00pm-5:00pm 
Search Operations & Planning…………………….…….....1:00pm-3:00pm 
24 Hour Refresher Course………………….……..………..1:00pm-5:00pm 
Urban Search & Rescue Operations……………….………3:00pm-5:00pm 
Convention Early Registration…………………….……….2:00pm-6:00pm 
Captains Meeting for Ramblin Rescue…………………………...…5:45pm 
Hamburgers & Hotdogs.…………………………..…………………6:00pm 
Hospitality Room…………………………..…………………………7:00pm 
Karaoke……………………………………….……….……………...8:00pm 
 
 

Friday night at the Conference 
By Michael Hardy 

 
Friday night will feature Karaoke so bring your singing voices. The Honor Guard will be raffling off a 
Karaoke machine on Friday night, also. Tickets will be $1.00 each or six for $5.00. Proceeds from the 
raffle will go to help the Honor Guard with the expense of going to the National EMS Memorial Service 
in May, 2009 to be held again in Roanoke, VA. Please help support your Honor Guard! (We will also 
accept any donations with thanks). This Karaoke machine would make a great Christmas gift for the 
talented singer in your family!! 
 
If you have a favorite CD for Karaoke or music for the Saturday night dance please bring it along but 
be sure to put your name on it. We will have over 11,000 song titles available for Friday night Karaoke 
and the Saturday night dance. Music to please just about any taste in dance music, 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, 
90s, Rap, Blues, Country, etc. We will also do Kamikaze Karaoke at least once. For those unfamiliar 
with the term, in Kamikaze karaoke the DJ picks the song and the singer does their best to sing it. 
Those who want to sing Kamikaze will have to sign up for it. 
 
Really looking forward to a wild night on Friday and who knows, we may have a prize or two for the 
best Karaoke talent!  One word of caution, NO drinks and NO smokes allowed on or around the sound 
equipment 



Saturday 
 
 

Convention Registration …………………….………..8:00am-9:00am 
Exhibits & Vendors ………………………….………..8:00am-4:00pm 
Extrication Captains Meeting…………….…………..8:00am-8:15am 
Extrication Competition…………….………………...8:30am-9:45am 
General Welcome …………..…………………….……9:15am-9:30am 
Scrapbook Viewing ……………………..……………10:00am-4:00pm 
Board of Directors Meeting ………………………..10:00am-11:00am 
Captains Meeting.…………...…..……….………….11:00am-11:05am 
Ramblin Rescue……………………………………..11:10am-12:00pm 
(Must have helmet, boots and gloves for Ramblin Rescue) 
Lunch ……………………….………………………...11:30am-1:00pm 
General Business Meeting ….………………….……..1:00pm-2:30pm 
Pre-Seating for Banquet………………………………2:30pm-3:00pm 
Captains Meeting for First Aid…………….……….…..After Meeting 
First-Aid Contest ……………………….…………….....After Meeting 
Captains Meeting for Rescue Challenge……………....After First Aid 
Rescue Challenge………………...……………………..After First Aid 
(Must have helmet, boots and gloves for Rescue Challenge) 
Kids Room……………………………………….………………6:00pm  
Awards Banquet …………………………………………..……7:00pm 
 
 
 

FAMILY PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 
 

IF ENOUGH PEOPLE SIGN UP, A PHOTOGRAPHER WILL BE ON-
SITE AT THE AWARDS BANQUET. 

 
8x10  $12.00 

 5x7  $5.00  
 

A DISC WITH THE PICTURES WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE, THAT 
PRICE HAS NOT BEEN SET YET. 

 
CONTACT DEBBIE TIDWELL ASAP PRIOR TO THE CONFER-

ENCE TO SIGN UP (256) 347-2690 







BROCK BUTTS   Cell: (706) 594-2228 
Territory Manager  Fax: (706) 882-1538 

AMBULANCE INC. 
SALES AND SERVICE 

130 Peach State Court, Tyrone, GA 30290 
brockbutts@charter.net 

www.peachstateambulance.com 

2008 Conference T-Shirt Design 
By Rick Miller 

 
During the 2nd AARS Quarterly Meeting held by Peckerwood Rescue Squad, 
AARS President Danny Butler and Debbie Tidwell asked Rick Miller of Lower Ala-
bama Search and Rescue to design a t-shirt logo for the 2008 Annual Conference in 
Mobile. Rick and his business partner Matt Marano of Patch Express located in 
Woodstock, Georgia came up with the logo design featured on the front cover of this 
quarter’s magazine. The membership at the AARS Quarterly Meeting at South 
Lamar Rescue Squad was given a sneak peek of the design and the image was ap-
proved for use on the conference t-shirts. Hopefully, it will look as good on the t-
shirts as it does on paper. Rick is also producing the logo design in a shoulder patch 
which members will be able to purchase at the conference. 
Rick and Matt also recently designed a new “Extrication Certified” shoulder patch 
for Jason Heard, AARS Education and Training Chairman, to issue to those who 
complete the AARS Extrication Training. 



Etowah County Rescue Squad 
A Busy August 

David Minton / Mike Bettis 
 
 
 During the month of August 2008, the Etowah County Rescue Squad was busy with numerous missions. On August 1st and 2nd the ECRS was 
busy working first aid at the Gadsden Boys and Girls Club Rodeo. We were all fortunate that there were only a few minor injuries during the 
rodeo. One cowboy was taken to the hospital with a possible fractured arm; thankfully it was not broken. 
On August 2nd during the Boys and Girls Club Rodeo, a storm came through Southside and knocked trees down across many roads and 
houses.  Several members went to help clear the trees off the roads and houses and to provide emergency lighting. During the next several days 
we continued to help clean up the debris along with the assistance of the Etowah County Sheriff’s Department. 
On August 25th divers searched the Coosa River for a lost item. A friend of one of our members was out with his family knee-boarding and the 
rope got caught on his arm causing him to lose his Rolex watch, unfortunately no recovery was made. The dive was made very interesting due 
to the fact this was when tropical storm Fay was moving through the area.  Light rain started falling, which soon turned into a downpour, then 
the tornado sirens started sounding and we ended the dive.  
August 30th started C.E.R.T. classes for two of our members; this class is being sponsored by Gadsden EMA. They will continue in this class 
for four more weeks.  We also had our road block and the majority of our members were in attendance. We would like to thank several of our 
retired members for helping with the road block. Also that weekend we worked first aid at the Boys and Girls Club Pee-Wee football jambo-
ree.  
Also on August 30th, Captain Miller received calls from Gadsden EMA and the Red Cross notifying us that our building would possibly be 
opened for evacuees of Hurricane Gustav. Our equipment was moved outside, and the bay and meeting room prepared with cots. On August 
31st, several busloads of evacuees arrived at Gadsden State Community College and Carnes Recreational Center in Attalla. During the follow-
ing days, many of the evacuees were transported to and from hospitals and doctor’s offices. Some of the evacuees had survived Hurricane 
Katrina and the Superdome. Meetings were held twice daily at the EMA office to discuss the situation. We would like to thank local news for 
covering the evacuees which were received at Gadsden State and at Carnes Recreational Center. Our prayers go with these people as they re-
turn home. 
We also now have a new training officer and we hope to take advantage of the classes being offered at the fire college. At the end of Septem-
ber we have the Mid-South Band Festival which is always entertaining.  Hope to see everyone in Mobile!     
 

James Miller of Etowah Co. Rescue Squad with exchange students Francisco Echeverria, right, of Venezuela and David Per 
Bodestrom , left, of Sweden.  Photo by Floyd Guthrie. 



Rescue Squad Members Engaged  
 

The 3rd Quarterly Meeting had an unusual oc-
currence,  as far as meetings go. Charles Lash, of 
Colbert County Rescue Squad, asked Kayla Ad-
ams, of Colbert County Rescue Squad,  for her 
hand in marriage in front of all AARS members 
in attendance. She accepted his proposal with a 
smile. Congratulations and Best Wishes from all 
Rescue Squads and AARS Members! 
 

CLIO RESCUE SQUAD 
 “WE SAVE LIVES” 
BY: TINA WOOD 

 
UP IN THE AIR 

 
Hello Everyone! It was really great to see such a turnout of fellow Rescu-
ers at the third quarterly meeting in Millport. Max and I really enjoyed 
everyone.  Max really enjoyed the trip, especially playing with the children 
and eating ice cream! 
This past quarter has had us very busy to say the least; we had one of the 
worst fires in a long time, an 8 unit apartment building to burn, MVA’s, 
seizures, strokes, low blood pressure, you name it, we’ve had it. Football 
season has just started, so that means Thursday night JV games and Friday 
night at the high school in Clayton. Clio mutual aids with Louisville and 
Clayton Rescue Squads taking turns working the home games. 
Captain Alice ”Granny” Robinett and driver Freddie Childs attended 
Southeast Alabama EMS Region’s Provider meeting in Troy on Thursday, 
August 28th. We finally got our child car seat/ restraints. Granny said the 
meeting was very informative, only SEAEMS should do a little more for 
the BLS Providers protocol updates in the future. 
Still up in the air is our squabble with out going mayor Jack Pelfrey, in 
regards to “who” owns two of the ambulances, the 1986 and 1993. Clio 
Rescue Squad claims ownership with bank notes, cancelled checks and 
Alabama Dept. of Revenue Titles to verify it. We hope to have all this set-
tled by the time our new mayor, David Grice takes office on Monday, No-
vember 3rd.  The present mayor claims the city owns them and we have the 
proof that they are Clio Rescue’s! It’s not enough that we put our lives on 
hold to volunteer our services, now we have to go to court to prove our 
provider service is Clio Rescue’s. November can’t get here fast enough for 
us. 
Chauncey and I are looking forward to seeing you in at the conference in 
Mobile, November 6-8. 
 
Until then, May God bless you and keep you safe. 
 

Charles Lash down on one knee for all to see. Photo By Rick Miller. 

Chauncey Wood holding the microphone so everyone can 
hear Kayla’s answer. SHE SAID YES!!  Photo By Rick 
Miller. 



EMT Prayer 
 

God...grant me the ability to give 
Emergency Care 

With skillful hands, knowledgeable mind, 
 And tender love and care. 

Help me deal with everything,  
When lives are on the line 

To see the worst, administer aide, and 
Ease a worried mind. 

So help me as I go today 
Accept what fate may be. 

Touch these hands, use this mind, 
Help this EMT. 

— author unknown — 
 

IN MEMORIUM 
 
 
 
 

Donald Davidson, Vina Rescue Squad 
 

Kathy Kirk, Randolph County Rescue Squad 
 

Charles Banks, Sr., Monroe County Rescue Squad 
 

Rufus P. Helms, Luverne Rescue Squad 
 

Robert D. Uhls, HEMSI Search Dog Unit 
 

Willie Joe Taylor, Peckerwood Rescue Squad 
 

Booker T. Richardson, South Lamar Rescue Squad 
 

Peggy J. Tisdale, Luverne Rescue Squad 
 

Grace Helms, Luverne Rescue Squad 
 

Please send the Name and Squad to editor@alars.org for inclusion. 

SARTEC K-9 
By Michael L. Hardy 

President, SARTEC K-9 Unit 
 

 
The SAR Tech K-9 unit has been busy this year, we have spent a lot of time with a number of squads providing classes on Search Tech, 
collapsed structures and lost persons. These classes have been well received and Ed Nicholas has done a very good job presenting these 
classes which are done by Power Point and Ed always allows for questions and discussion. 
 
Our fundraisers have been doing well so far this year. Since we do not receive any funds from Federal, State, County agencies or any local 
government, not unlike many other squads, we must provide our own source of revenue. This doesn't stop us from responding anywhere, at 
any time, when we are called. We never self dispatch or show up without being called. To respond uncalled is the worst thing any unit 
could possibly do, this shows an extreme lack of professionalism. We strive to work with any unit and provide our services without any 
monetary gain. Our goal is to bring closure to a case and give the victim’s family peace of mind. We are not there to boost our egos. 
 
I recently found out that Search Dog Jake of the HEMSI Search Dog Unit had been called to join many other search dogs in dog heaven. 
My heartfelt sympathy goes out to Chip Laymon, his loss is a loss for the entire Search and Rescue community. Jake will always be remem-
bered. I hope Chip will be able to find another dog and that Jake will send his knowledge down to him just as Hoover has done for my Bul-
let. 
 
Any time you need a SAR dog, we in North Alabama are blessed with three SAR dog units. So don't hesitate to call on all the available 
resources. That is why we are here, as a resource for any agency in need. 

 
*** SPECIAL NOTE REGARDING HONOR GUARD REQUESTS *** 

 
FOR ALL HONOR GUARD REQUESTS PLEASE CONTACT A MEMBER 

OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD INSTEAD  OF CONTACTING THE 
HONOR GUARD CAPTAIN DIRECTLY.  



ADPH Staff Directory 
The EMS Division wants to hear your comments, suggestions and questions. 

Please E‐mail the appropriate person as listed below: 

Dennis Blair 
State EMS Director 
(334) 206‐5237 
dblair@adph.state.al.us 
Gary Mackey 
Individual license and Credentialing Manager 
(334) 206‐5261 
gmackey@adph.state.al.us 
Russell Crowley 
Deputy Director 
(334) 206‐5294 
rcrowley@adph.state.al.us 
Stephanie Payne 
Administrative Assistant to Director 
(334)206‐5288 
Gloria Calhoun 
Administrative Assistant to Education and Certification Manager 
(334) 206‐5267 
Kembley Thomas or Pat Felder 
Provider Licensure or Investigations Assistant 
(334) 206‐5383 
Verla Thomas 
Trauma & EMSC Manager 
(334) 206‐5127 
verlathomas@adph.state.al.us 
Hugh Hollon 
Education and Certification Manager 
(334) 206‐5293 
hhollon@adph.state.al.us 
Mark Jackson 
Provider Service License & Investigations Manager 
(334) 206‐5251 
mjackson@adph.state.al.us 
Mike Daughtry 
Data Manager 
(334) 206‐5561 
mdaughtry@adph.state.al.us 

 
Robin Moore 

Epidemiologist 
(334) 206‐5257 

rmoore@adph.state.al.us 
Earl Langely 

Special Projects Manager 
(334) 206‐5257 

elangley@adph.state.al.us 
Rachel Parrish 

Administrative Services & Regional Liaison 
(334) 206‐5239 

rparrish@adph.state.al.us 
Chris Lochte 

Information Technology Support 
(334) 206‐5248 

emsis@adph.state.al.us 
Crystal Fountain 
Trauma Assistant 
(334) 206‐5129 

Debbie Williamson 
Licensure & Credentialing Assistant 

(334) 206‐5249 
debwilliamson@adph.state.al.us 

William Crawford M.D. 
Assistant Medical Director 

(334) 206‐5383 
williamcrawford@adph.state.al.us 

John Campbell M.D. 
Medical Director 
(334) 206‐5440 

johncampbell@adph.state.al.us 

For Sale: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please submit items for consideration to  
editor@alars.org 

 






