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From the Desk of the President 
 

Happy Fall! 
 
Hope everyone is enjoying the nice weather we have been having. I 
would like to thank all who helped make the last magazine a big suc-
cess.  Remember this is your magazine and we need articles from the 
squads so all can see what’s going on in your squad. Also remember to 
get history (pictures, articles, etc.) to Gwen.   
Hope all that attended Fall training had a good time and learned a lot.  
I’m sorry I was unable to be there due to sickness.  Myself and Brian 
were able to attend Tennessee’s Annual Conference, we enjoyed the 
meetings and competitions they had and it is always good to see 
“rescue squad family “.   
 
It is almost that time again, my how this year has flown by, and our 
annual conference is less than a month away.  Hope you are making 
plans to join us.  Don’t forget to make sure you register for the classes 
you would like to take, because if we don’t have enough to register for 
a class than we won’t have it.  Also, remember if you have had a mem-
ber in your squad that has passed away, please make sure we have a 
picture and how long they have been a member of the AARS, so we 
can prepare for the memorial service.  We would like to make this an-
other great conference this year, it takes everybody working together 
and participating.    
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for voting for 
me to serve as your president this year and for being nominated to be 
your president next year.  If you have any suggestions on things you 
would like to see done, or maybe changed,  my mind is open for sug-
gestions. This is your organization, may we all work together to make 
this another great year.  Again, thank you!   Looking forward to seeing 
everyone at conference, but until then remember, stay safe, train hard 
and enjoy family.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jason Heard 
President  
 
 

 
 From the Desk of the 1st Vice President 

Well it’s hard to believe another year has almost passed already. We 
officers appreciate your support during the year. We hate to see Matt 
leave us but he has to do what’s best for himself, his family, and his 
business. He has been great to work with. We as officers will continue 
to do what we think is best for the Association, its squads and mem-
bers. We do need your input. Feel free to call me with ideas or con-
cerns. Remember as I always say, this is your Association, so get in-
volved and make a difference. 
 
Jason, myself, and our spouses were able to go to the TARS Confer-
ence over the weekend. We had a great time. It’s great how no matter 
where you’re from all rescue people treat each other like family. They 
hope to have some of their members come to our conference next 
month. Please show your hospitality and treat them like family.  
 
Speaking of conference ours is near. We should have some good clas-
ses and competitions. Please sign up and come have fun.  Also, please 

send in your renewals as soon as possible. Debbie works hard to get 
out everyone’s tag information as quick as possible. Also in your re-
newal packet check out your new insurance options and be sure to fill 
out your application in full. We need all this information in our data-
base. Don’t forget about the Benevolent Fund. All the information in 
the renewal packet needs to be passed along to all your members.  
 
Hope to see everyone at the beach! 
 

Brian Bailey 
1st Vice President 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 
 

Well it is Conference time again…….With the conference only a cou-
ple weeks away, I want to say thanks for allowing me the opportunity 
to serve this great Association again.  Please know that my reasoning 
for stepping down is strictly personal.  I hope one day I can return to be 
able to put the necessary time into doing what is best for the Associa-
tion.  Again, thanks to all for your support!!!!!!!! 
 
I want to say thanks again from all my family, most importantly from 
Daddy and Momma.  Thanks for all the calls, texts and emails.  For 
those that didn’t keep up, Daddy had triple by-pass surgery and is do-
ing very well.  Again thanks from all of the Ralph Knight family. 
 
I want to say thanks to James Miller from Etowah County Rescue 
Squad and Terry Newman from Lake Martin Search and Rescue for 
their hard work in putting together our September state training at Lake 
Martin.  Too bad the weather didn’t cooperate, but those that attended 
had many good things to say about it. 
 
Now for Conference, I hope you have had a chance to look at what we 
have posted and please look on the Facebook page and the website as a 
new class on Human Trafficking has been added on Friday afternoon.  
I think and hope you will find this very informative information as first 
responders.  I hope our weather will be great for the Friday night meal 
and the activities slated for Saturday afternoon. 
 
See you very, very soon and don’t hesitate calling me if I can help in 
any way. 
 
Matthew Knight 
2nd Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Third Quarterly Meeting 
August 17, 2013 

Vernon, AL 
 
Colors Posted by the Honor Guard. Welcome by Don Dollar from Vernon Rescue Squad. Mayor Glen Crawford also spoke and wel-
comed the AARS to Vernon. Opening prayer by Jacob Elliott from Vernon Rescue Squad. 
Roll was called with 59 squads represented. Motion was made to excuse North Baldwin Search and Rescue and also Alabama Fire Col-
lege due to activities in their area that they were involved in. Motion by Union Rescue Squad, seconded by Geraldine Rescue Squad. 
Motion carried. 
Motion to dispense with reading of the minutes by Cullman County Rescue Squad. Motion seconded by Desoto Rescue Squad. Motion 
carried. 
Financial report was read. Motion to accept by Union Rescue Squad. Seconded by Athens-Limestone Rescue Squad. Motion carried. 
Chauncey Wood spoke about legislation. 
Brian had two (2) late renewals to bring before the association. The first was Cherokee Rescue Squad from Colbert County. Motion to 
accept by Geraldine Rescue Squad. Seconded by Tallaco K-9 Unit. Motion carried. The second was HEMSI Search Dog Unit. Motion to 
accept by Athens-Limestone Rescue Squad. Motion carried 
Matt discussed the fall training set for September 21st hosted by Lake Martin. The training will be held at Windcreek State Park. More 
information will be passed along as soon as it is all finalized. Matt also spoke about the classes for the conference. 
Danny Butler spoke about State surplus, ways and means committee will be getting everything finalized for squads to be able to get 
items from surplus. Each squad must be a member of Surplus to be eligible for the free items. 
Chad Singleton from McIntosh Rescue Squad spoke about the Instructor course at the Alabama Fire College. 
VFIS has offered the association an accidental death benefit that is payable 24/7 that doesn’t have to be squad related. Cost will be 
$10.00/year. 
Applications have changed – please list numbers where needed – not just a checkmark 
Gwen wants anyone with pictures or any information from the association through the years get with her. 
Jimmy Looney presented the nominations for the officers for 2014 from the nominating committee: 
President: Jason Heard – no nominations from the floor 
1st Vice President: Brian Bailey – no nominations from the floor 
2nd Vice President: Danny Butler – no nominations from the floor 
Rescuer of the Quarter – Leon Hufstetler – Collinsville Rescue Squad 
High Attendance – Cullman County Rescue Squad 
Thanks to Vernon Rescue Squad for hosting the meeting and also for the lunch that was provided. 
Jason presented a certificate of appreciation to Vernon Rescue Squad for hosting the meeting. 
Colors were retired by the Honor Guard. 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
*  2014 FIRST QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE:   January 6, 2014 
 
* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending an 

email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  
 
* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  
 
* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org *** 
 
* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 
 

The AARS Website is http://www.alars.org  



AARS Annual Conference November 7th – 9th , 2013 
Perdido Beach Resort 

Orange Beach, AL 
 

Schedule of Events 
 

Thursday, November 7th, 2013 
 

 
 

Friday, November 8th, 2013 
 

 
 

Saturday November 9th, 2013 
 

 
 

**NOTE MUST HAVE NIMS 300, MUST PROVIDE COPY UPON REGISTRERING** 
 
 

Training Programs Registration   7:30a – 9:30a 

ACLS Course Matthew Knight / Danny Butler 8:00a – 12:00p 

24-Hour Refresher Course Chad Singleton 8:00a – 12:00p 

NIMS 400 ** Fire College 8:00a – 12:00p 

Lunch   12:00p – 1:00p 

PALS Course Matthew Knight / Danny Butler 1:00p – 4:00p 

24-Hour Refresher Course (cont’d) Chad Singleton 1:00p – 5:00p 

NIMS 400 ** (cont’d) Fire College 1:00p – 5:00p 

Training Programs Registration   7:30a – 9:00a 

24-Hour Refresher Course Chad Singleton 8:00a – 12:00p 

Urban Search   8:00a – 12:00p 

Pediatric Special Needs   8:00a – 12:00p 

Lunch   12:00p – 1:00p 

24-Hour Refresher Course Chad Singleton 1:00p – 5:00p 

EVOC Refresher   1:00p – 5:00p 

Protocols & CPR Matthew Knight 1:00p – 5:00p 

Human Trafficking Education Eglaide Seiber-Barroso 1:00p – 4:00p 

Conference Early Registration   2:00p – 6:00p 

Karaoke   8:00p 

Conference Registration   8:00a – 9:00a 

Exhibits & Vendors   8:00a – 3:00p 

General Welcome   9:15a – 9:30a 

Guest Speakers   9:30a – 10:00a 

Scrapbook Viewing   10:00a – 4:00p 

Board of Directors Meeting   10:00a – 11:00a 

Lunch   11:30a – 1:00p 

General Business Meeting   1:00p – 2:30p 

Pre-Seating for Banquet   2:30p – 3:30p 

Awards Banquet Doors Open at 6:30pm 7:00p 



Competition Times 
 

FRIDAY 

 
 
                  Cajun Shrimp Boil – Hosted by Organized Seafood – Location & Time to be announced 
 

SATURDAY 

 

Horseshoes & Corn Hole Contest   6:00pm 

Scrapbook Viewing   10:00a – 4:00p 

EMS Competition   2:30p 

Rescue Challenge   3:30p 

Cart Race   4:00p 

 
 

Scrapbook Contest Rules 
 

1. All entries must pertain to the squad or squad members and must be neat in form. 
 

2. All scrapbook material must be for the current year. 
 
3.  Scrapbook must be bound.  No entry will be accepted with the pages just stapled together. 

 
4. All photos must be identified as to who is in the picture and what activity is shown. PICTURES OF VICTIMS WILL NOT BE 

PERMITTED. 
 

5. All entries must be displayed by 10: 00 A.M., November 10th and remain until 4:00 P.M. NO EXCEPTIONS 
 

The decision of the judges will be final. 
 

If you have any questions Please contact Gwen Stone at (256)364-0150 or email at editor@alars.org  
 ANY CHANGES TO THESE RULES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE ALABAMA RESCUER. 

 



Scary Heart Surgery 
Klieta Bagwell 

 
Cherokee River Search & Rescue (formally Cherokee River Volunteer Fire Dept) wish Chief Lee Lawrence a speedy recovery after his 
scary heart surgery. Lee, we are glad you are finely home from the hospital and on your way to a full recovery.  
These last few months it seems our members have been working more motorcycle and auto wrecks, doing extrications and directing traf-
fic. I don't know if there are just more vehicles or people are just paying less attention when they are driving. Please be safe and pay atten-
tion to nothing else but the road when you are driving.  
I would also like to thank those of our members who volunteer for 24/7 emergency call out.  

911 Calls 
By: Christina Stone – Age 11 

 
Every year thousands of people call 911. Some are serious life and death situations, while others are minor injuries and problems that 
could be cared for at home. Dispatch centers generally cannot get enough information over the phone to properly triage the calls so it is a 
first come first serve basis. This can and has caused deaths because sometimes there is a longer response time because the ambulance has 
to come from further away due to the closest ambulance being on a different, sometimes less severe call. If there was a way they could 
successfully triage people before they arrived on scene they could minimize this problem.  

What To Do On Scene 
By: Ashley Stone – Age 9 

 
Assess: Is my scene safe? If so put on gloves and proceed to your patients. If not stay in the truck until the police gets there. When the 
scene is safe proceed to your patients. Assess: How bad is my patient hurt. Do I need an ambulance? Do I need a helicopter? If you need a 
helicopter or ambulance call for one. Splint your patient if needed. Start an IV if needed. When helicopter needed arrives patient on heli-
copter and if licensed ride to the hospital. If not stay behind to help. When ambulance needed arrives put patient on stretcher and you can 
ride to the hospital or stay to help. When done at call, throw gloves away! 

Editor’s Note: 
 

The following two articles 911 Calls and What to Do On Scene, were written by my two oldest daughters. They are ages 9 and 11. They 
wrote these on their own with no assistance from me or their daddy. These articles go to show you that our children do pay attention to 
what we do as rescuers and they understand that what we do is important.  
Thank you for allowing me to share their articles with the membership. 



Ider Rescue Squad 
 
 
      Alabama is well known as a state of championship teams: football, baseball, gymnastics, and even golf.  But do you ever think of your 
rescue squad as a champion team? 
      Every single member is an important part of the team.  From the coach to the equipment manager and water boy - each player has a 
role with certain duties and responsibilities.  Do you practice every day, even in the off season, or only when the coaches are watching?  
A ball player can only excel when they give their all every day.  The same also holds true for squad members.  Members need to practice 
and train at every opportunity in order to be ready when it's their turn to “take the field.”  Whether you are into sports or not, it's easy to 
see the correlation.  Practice, train, be a team member, follow orders, and show up when you are expected.  Think ahead of what to do to 
improve the next time.  Offer to fill in when other team members cannot be present.  Carry the load when others can't.  Don't expect the 
'cheerleaders' to praise you.  In life we are seldom shown appreciation for our tasks, but know that you have changed people's 
lives.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
        Just remember, no matter how small you think your role is, the team is not complete without you.  Always strive to be your best. 

Quarterly meeting at Vernon 
Submitted by Don Dollar 

 
 
The Vernon Rescue Squad had the honor of hosting the third quarterly meeting of the Alabama Association of Rescue Squads (AARS) 
which was held on Saturday, August 17th at the Vernon City Complex.  These meetings are held all across the state and in order for vol-
unteer squads to remain a member in good standing of this organization, they must attend two of the four meetings held, and Vernon's 
Captain, Jacob Elliott said that for a first time as a host for this event that it was an awesome experience.   
The meeting got underway around 8:00 am on Saturday as squads from all across the state came in for enrollment.  When the numbers 
were totaled, in all, 60 volunteer squads had signed the book, as participating members of Saturday's conference.  Those who came early 
were able to enjoy many different breakfast items that the Vernon Rescue Squad provided, which were prepared by Katherine Collins and 
her staff at Stella & Dee. 
The business meeting actually started at 9:30 am and the first order of business was the posting of the colors which is always professional-
ly done by the AARS Honor Guard.  This was followed by the general welcome from Vernon Rescue Coordinator, Don Dollar.  After a 
few brief comments Dollar recognized and introduced Mayor Glenn Crawford who gave the official welcome on behalf of the City of 
Vernon.  After the welcome by Mayor Crawford, Jason Heard, President of the AARS introduced Jacob Elliott who came to open the 
conference with prayer.  The business session of the meeting was then conducted by Heard which also included the roll call of all the 
squads in the state.  At the conclusion of the morning business meeting, a few drawings for door prizes were held so that those businesses 
who donated prizes of gift certificates could be visited during the lunch break since some of the businesses would be closed before the 
meeting was adjourned. 
At the lunch break, all of the squads who were in town for the conference, were invited to the fellowship hall of the Vernon First United 
Methodist Church for a wonderfully prepared meal made available by Generations of Vernon.  A very special thanks to Gracie Lewis and 
Carrie Stanford who actually slaved over a hot grill and cooked hamburgers and hotdogs that were enjoyed by all.  In addition, potato 
salad and baked beans were also prepared and a beautifully decorated cake from Stella & Dee was served as desert.  Everyone really en-
joyed the meal and we thank the church for allowing us the use of their facility and again a special thanks to Generations and their staff 
for the wonderful meal!! 
Following the meal, everyone returned to the City Complex for the afternoon session of the business meeting and the helicopter from Air 
Evac also landed at the complex for everyone to see.  We appreciate Air Evac and the wonderful service that they provide in a time of 
need.  They are locally based out of Fayette, Alabama and are always very quick to respond when called on by the EMS personnel in this 
area.  During the afternoon session officers were elected for the 2014 calendar year and awards were presented to the Rescuer of the 
Quarter and to the squad with the highest attendance at Saturday's meeting.  The Rescuer of the Quarter was Leon Hufstetler of Collins-
ville Rescue Squad and the high attendance award went to Cullman County Rescue.  After the awards presentation, everyone was in-
formed of the details of the Conference which will be held November 7, 8 and 9 in Orange Beach at the Perdido Beach Resort. 
To conclude the meeting, many door prizes were given and two cash prizes of $125.00 each were drawn and presented to the squad who 
held the winning tickets.  These special prizes were made available by State Farm Insurance, Glenn Crawford and Butler Trucking.  The 
squads who won the grand prize cash awards were DeSoto Rescue and HEMSI Search Dog unit. 
As coordinator of the Vernon Rescue Squad, I would like to say thanks to everyone who made an effort to be a part of Saturday's meet-
ing.  It was a tremendous success and speaks volumes of the outstanding effort that was put forth by the outstanding volunteers in the 
Vernon Rescue Squad.  This town and community is blessed to have great volunteers and I cannot thank them enough for the tremendous 
job they did on Saturday!!   
 
 
 



GPSr Trackers 
By: Luther Peebles 



 

 

AARS ORDER FORM 

 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 

AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 

AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 

AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 

AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 

AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 

   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 

PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 

FAX: (256) 747-3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU 

WITH AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE WHAT-

EVER IT COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 

*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY 

MEETING. *** 

 
 






