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ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT……………………………………..…..JASON HEARD 

Cell: (256) 630-1802 

Home: (256) 632-9110 

5684 County  Road 78 

Pisgah, AL 35765 

E-Mail: president@alars.org 

 

1
st

 VICE PRESIDENT…………………………..…BRIAN BAILEY 

(256) 509-4785 

3153 Hwy 231 

Laceys Spring, AL 35754 

E-Mail: 1stvp@alars.org 

 

2
nd

 VICE PRESIDENT……………………..DANNY BUTLER 

Home: (256) 659-6453 

Fax: (256) 659-6453 

1389 County Road 160 

Crossville, AL 35962 

E-Mail: 2ndvp@alars.org 

 

 SECRETARY / TREASURER…………..…..DEBBIE TIDWELL 

Associa1on Phone: (800) 452-8431 

Fax: (256) 747-3633 

Cell: (256) 347-2690 

PO Box 569 

Addison, AL 35540 

E-Mail: sectreas@alars.org 

 

LEGAL ADVISOR ………….…CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE IF ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED. 

 

 

HONOR GUARD 

Captain……………….………………………….….MICHAEL HARDY 

Home: (256) 614-1383 

Cell: (256) 431-7734 

E-Mail: cmhardy@peoplepc.com 

CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR REQUEST 

 

RESCUER MAGAZINE  

EDITOR…………………….……………………....GWEN STONE, Desoto 

Phone: (256) 364-0150 

E-Mail for Editor: editor@alars.org 
 

WEBMASTER………………………………………...MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

Phone: (256) 755-1023 

E-Mail for Webmaster: webmaster@alars.org 

 

PHOTOGRAPHERS……...………...…………………………..RICK MILLER, LASAR 

     MARIA JAY, Geraldine 

 

 

 

 

 
  2014 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 

CHAPLAIN…………HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County 

ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN…MICHAEL TIDWELL, Addison 

                 

MEMBERSHIP……………….……CHAIR: BRIAN BAILEY, HCRU 

             RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert          

CANDY DAVIDSON, McIntosh          

BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar 

CHUCK LANSDELL, Cherokee Rescue 

          TIM WILLIS, Cullman County 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 

               PUBLICITY/PR…………GWEN STONE, Desoto  

 RICK MILLER, LASAR  

RESOLUTIONS……CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

RICKY FARR, Clay County 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence-Lauderdale EMA 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

WAYS/MEANS….CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County 

RAY HOGAN, LASAR 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

EDUCATION/TRAINING….CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County  

BRAD PHILLIPS, Huntsville Cave 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 

ED NICHOLAS, SARTEC K-9 

CHAD SINGLETON, McIntosh 

WESLEY ROSE, LASAR 

TOMMY MACPHERSON, Huntsville Cave 

JOSH CREWS, Morgan County 

NOMINATING..CHAIR: MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 

BILLY REEVES, Jackson  

LEGISLATIVE………………..….CHAIR: JASON HEARD, Ider 

BRIAN BAILEY, Huntsville Cave 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

DEBBIE TIDWELL, Addison 

CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

COMMUNICATIONS …………CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

RICK MILLER, LASAR 

JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County 

JASON MITCHELL, Ider 

PARLIAMENTARIANS…………JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

CONFERENCE…..CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Addison 

Chauncey & Tina Wood, LASAR (Vendors) 

MARK BUTLER, Geraldine 

MARIA JAY, Geraldine 

GWEN STONE, Desoto 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert (Vendors) 



From the Desk of the President 
 

Seems like we just got done with conference and here it is another 
year. I would like to say thanks to all who made the 2013 conference a 
success. It takes everybody working together to make it work! 
I hope everyone had a great holiday season. I would like to take this 
opportunity to say thanks for allowing me to serve another year as your 
president, I would like to see a lot of good things coming from your 
squads this year. If you need anything feel free to all or text (works 
best) and I will do my best to get you what you need. Remember this is 
your Association and you get out of it what you put in it.  Let’s try to 
keep up on training so you can serve your communities to the best of 
your ability. 
Don’t forget the magazine!  Let’s make sure to get your articles in so 
others will know what is going on in your squads.  We had our first 
officers meeting on Jan. 13th and we discussed several things that will 
be happening this year. We will discuss some of this at our first quar-
terly meeting in February in Dekalb County.  Hope to see everyone 
there! Until then, remember family is important take time for them.  
Stay safe, train hard, and enjoy life.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jason Heard 
President  
 
 

 
 

 

 From the Desk of the 1st Vice President 

Well it’s time to start a new year.  Myself and the other officers of the 
AARS appreciate everyone’s support. It’s sad to see Matt leave us, 
well, he is not really leaving us as he does a lot of work behind the 
scenes that most people don’t realize. He has more in store for us this 
year. We are proud to have Danny Butler back. (Short lived retire-
ment… LOL).  I think he came back to keep Jason and I straight. Good 
luck on that one Mr. Butler!  No seriously,  Danny has always done a 
great job working for the AARS and will continue to do so.  
 
Remember, we need your input. This is your Association so get in-
volved and make a difference. We would like some ideas now on the 
annual training. Call one of the officers and give us your input. The 
HCRU already has training up on our website so check it out. Would 
love to see more squads attend our classes! 
  
Hope to see you at the first Quarterly Meeting!  
 

Brian Bailey 
1st Vice President 

 

 

 
 

 
From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 

 
Time for me to start the year off right saying it is going to be a chal-
lenge to come back into office again. It was a nice break for the year I 
had off from the executive board. I am ready to come back with a new 
year and hope to bring some new ideas.  As we all know we have some 
challenges in front of us, money is always the big topic and we can 
expect that. I hope the surplus deal will help us out and we as a whole 
will need to take advantage of this but not misuse it to the point it ruins 
it all for everybody. I have a meeting set up with surplus to, let’s say, 
iron out the details and hope to have it all in place by the quarterly 
meeting in February. Training will be a big deal this year as we like to 
put in place training days during the year . We hope to see you in Fort 
Payne in February, it will be cool so dress warm and come on up. 
 
Danny Butler 
2nd Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
4th Quarterly Meeting / Conference 2013 

November 9, 2013 
 
Meeting called to order by President Jason Heard. 
Colors posted by the Honor Guard. 
Opening prayer by Hoyt McCaghren. 
Speakers:  Greg Robinson with AEMA 
  Rep. John Merrill 
  Rep. Richard Laird 
Jason welcomed everyone to the 2013 conference. 
Roll was called with 64 squads represented. 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes by Geraldine Rescue Squad. 
Seconded by LASAR. Motion carried. 
Financial report was read. Motion by Daphne to accept, seconded by East Colbert. Motion carried. 
Brian read a new application on K9 Specialty Services of Alabama. Motion to table this application by McIntosh. Seconded by Daphne. 
After discussion on tabling this application and a vote was made, the motion died. Motion to approve by Autauga County, seconded by 
SARTEC. Motion was carried to approve. 
Matt spoke about September training and also the conference training. There was no Rescuer of the Quarter for the 4th quarter. High at-
tendance for the 4th quarter is Cullman County.  
There was a discussion about the cost for conference. The training portion is $15.00 and the meal portion will be adjusted yearly based 
on cost. Motion by Desoto, seconded by Geraldine. Motion carried. 
Danny Butler spoke about the Lifetime Membership Award being renamed to the Jim McClellan Award. Motion by McIntosh, seconded 
by Ider. Motion carried. 
In the Board of Directors meeting John James with the Alabama Fire College spoke about the EMS Advisory Board. Motion by Desoto 
to take no stand on this board, seconded by Daphne. Motion carried. 
Jason advised it is time to reappoint Debbie to the Executive Secretary/Treasurer position. Motion by Desoto, seconded by East Colbert. 
Motion carried. 
After discussion about the locations for the 2014 conference it was decided to table until the February meeting. Motion was made, se-
conded and carried to table until February. 
There is a by-laws change to be made. Motion by Desoto to approve, seconded by Autauga. By-laws change was made effective 
01/01/2014. 
Chad Singleton spoke about the Alabama Fire & Rescue Instructor Association. 
Meeting was recessed and continued at banquet. 
It was our privilege to have Lt Governor Kay Ivey speak at our banquet. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
*  2014 SECOND QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE:   APRIL 6, 2014 
 
* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending an 

email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  
 
* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  
 
* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org *** 
 
* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 
 

The AARS Website is http://www.alars.org  

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR COUNTY 

SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF THE SCENE 

AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 



1st Quarterly Meeting 
At 

Fort Payne City Hall Auditorium 
100 Alabama Avenue NW 

Fort Payne, AL 35967 
February 15, 2014 

 
 

Registration………………………………….08:30am – 09:30am 
Welcome and Posting of Colors…..……………………..09:30am 
Board of Directors Meeting……………………………..10:00am 
Lunch…………………………………………12:00pm – 1:00pm 
General Business Meeting………………………………..1:00pm 

 
Days Inn – Fort Payne  

1416 Glenn Blvd 
Fort Payne, AL 35968 

(256) 845-2085 
$59.40 plus tax 

 
Hampton Inn – Fort Payne 

1206 Jordan Rd 
Fort Payne, AL 35968 

(256) 304-2600 
$99.00 plus tax 

 
 

 
Holiday Inn Express – Fort Payne 

112 Airport Road W 
Fort Payne, AL 35968 

(256) 997-1020 
$99.99 plus tax 

 
Super 8 Motel – Rainsville 
 46 Roy Sanderson Avenue 

Rainsville, AL 35986 
(256) 638-1640 
$63.00 plus tax 

 

Hotel Information 
(Mention Rescue Squad Meeting) 

Coming from I-59 South  
 

Exit 218 and turn right onto Glenn Blvd/Hwy 35 - Go approximately ½ mile and turn left at the McDonalds onto Grand Ave.  Follow Grand 
Ave to 2nd Street SW where you will turn left and follow the signs.  There are two separate parking lots, one off of 2nd Street and one off of 
Alabama Ave so there will be two signs, you can park in either parking lot. 
 
 

Coming from Hwy 35/Glenn Blvd 
 

After passing under I-59 in Fort Payne, go approximately ½ mile and turn left at the McDonalds onto Grand Ave.  Follow Grand Ave to 2nd 
Street SW where you will turn left and follow the signs.  There are two separate parking lots, one off of 2nd Street and one off of Alabama Ave 
so there will be two signs, you can park in either parking lot. 

Directions to the Meeting 





Ider Rescue Squad 
By: Susan Gifford 

 
 
I hope everyone had as great a time as our squad members did at the AARS Conference in November. Thank you to all that worked to coordi-
nate and organize this event. It could not have been any easy task, but we all appreciate your efforts. Congratulations to all our members that 
participated in the competition events and brought home that arm full of awards.  We would also like to offer our congratulations to Gerald-
ine Rescue Squad for all of your accomplishments. Dekalb County was well represented, not only in the competitions, but also with the in-
duction of two officers from our county.  Good luck for a successful and productive new year, to the elected officers and those appointed to 
the many committees. 
 
Now, to get down to what we've been up to since the last state meeting.  The yearly Ham and Turkey Shoot started on Nov. 16th and contin-
ued each Saturday until Dec. 14th.  The last shoot on Dec. 21st had to be canceled due to rain. In the meantime, we designed and built our 
Christmas float and participated in 4 parades, winning a 1st place, a 2nd place, and a 3rd place award for our efforts. Ider Rescue Squad was 
selected to be the Grand Marshals for Ider's parade for the first time. We honored past members by asking them to join us, because we would 
not be where we are today without our past membership. 
 
During the Thanksgiving holidays, the squad's new kitchen was used to cook and serve over 500 meals to anyone that needed a good meal. 
To-go boxes were filled and squad members helped deliver over 300 meals throughout Dekalb and Jackson Counties, while another 200 were 
picked up. This was such a success, that it was repeated again at Christmas, with 200 meals delivered and approximately 150 meals picked 
up. Mark Young, Deborah Young Harris, and Diane Young Pack, children of the Ider Rescue Squad's founders organized and prepared the 
food with the help of squad members, area churches, and local volunteers.     
 
Of course, we had our fun too. The squad's Christmas Dinner was Dec. 10th, and I can tell you, we have some pretty good cooks in our 
squad. The new officers for 2014 were inducted by Deborah Young Harris. We were all entertained by Deborah's stories of Ider Rescue's 
early years. We held our annual Lights of Love fund raiser on Dec. 21st. The tree was glowing with love by the end of the ceremony.  We 
ended the year as usual with a New Year's Eve party. We all enjoyed the good food, fellowship, fun and games, and ended the night with fire-
works. Thankfully, the squad was not toned out, but we were ready if the need 
arose.                                                                                                                                                                                                
  
Aside from all the community events, fundraisers, and parties, we have continued with our weekly convalescent transports, and had an aver-
age of 2 - 3 daily EMS calls.  We want to congratulate Christie Givens and Larry Gregory, Jr. on the completion of their EMT course. Be 
safe, and we hope to see you all at the February meeting. 
 

Desoto Rescue Squad 
By: Michael Stone 

 
 
Greetings from Desoto Rescue Squad. The 4th Quarter of 2013 and the 1st part of 2014 have been busy for us. We have been working very 
closely with Dekalb County EMA to enhance both agencies capabilities. This has been a great partnership so far. We recently purchased a 
surplus vehicle from the Dekalb County Commission and now have a second rescue truck in service. We continue to provide non-transport 
ALS and BLS first response to our communities. We had our Christmas lunch and had a wonderful turnout, including several representatives 
from Dekalb EMA. Our cardiac monitor decided that the therapy board would fail, so we had to send it off for repair. That was a wonderful 
shock to the checkbook. We have a busy year planned for in house training. Dekalb EMA is holding a CERT class that several of our mem-
bers are planning to attend in February. We are looking forward to another great year providing service to our communities, the county, and 
the State Association. If we can be of help, let us know and we will do what we can! See you at the 1st Quarterly Meeting here in Dekalb 
County!! 
 



 

 

AARS ORDER FORM 

 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 

AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 

AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 

AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 

AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 

AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 

   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 

PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 

FAX: (256) 747-3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU 

WITH AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE 

WHATEVER IT COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 

*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY 

MEETING. *** 

 
 






