
The Alabama Association of Rescue Squads Presents 





ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF RESCUE 

SQUADS 
ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT……………………………………..…..JASON HEARD 

Cell: (256) 630-1802 

Home: (256) 632-9110 

5684 County  Road 78 

Pisgah, AL 35765 

E-Mail: president@alars.org 

 

1
st

 VICE PRESIDENT…………………………..…BRIAN BAILEY 

(256) 509-4785 

3153 Hwy 231 

Laceys Spring, AL 35754 

E-Mail: 1stvp@alars.org 

 

2
nd

 VICE PRESIDENT……………………..DANNY BUTLER 

Home: (256) 659-6453 

Fax: (256) 659-6453 

1389 County Road 160 

Crossville, AL 35962 

E-Mail: 2ndvp@alars.org 

 

 SECRETARY / TREASURER…………..…..DEBBIE TIDWELL 

Associa1on Phone: (800) 452-8431 

Fax: (256) 747-3633 

Cell: (256) 347-2690 

PO Box 569 

Addison, AL 35540 

E-Mail: sectreas@alars.org 

 

LEGAL ADVISOR ………….…CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE IF ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED. 

 

 

HONOR GUARD 

Captain……………….………………………….….MICHAEL HARDY 

Home: (256) 614-1383 

Cell: (256) 431-7734 

E-Mail: cmhardy@peoplepc.com 

CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR REQUEST 

 

RESCUER MAGAZINE  

EDITOR…………………….……………………....GWEN STONE, Desoto 

Phone: (256) 364-0150 

E-Mail for Editor: editor@alars.org 
 

WEBMASTER………………………………………...MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

Phone: (256) 755-1023 

E-Mail for Webmaster: webmaster@alars.org 

 

PHOTOGRAPHERS……...………...…………………………..RICK MILLER, LASAR 

     MARIA JAY, Geraldine 

 

 

 

 

 
  2014 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 

CHAPLAIN…………HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County 

ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN…MICHAEL TIDWELL, Addison 

                 

MEMBERSHIP……………….……CHAIR: BRIAN BAILEY, HCRU 

             RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert          

CANDY DAVIDSON, McIntosh          

BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar 

CHUCK LANSDELL, Cherokee Rescue 

          TIM WILLIS, Cullman County 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 

               PUBLICITY/PR…………GWEN STONE, Desoto  

 RICK MILLER, LASAR  

RESOLUTIONS……CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

RICKY FARR, Clay County 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence-Lauderdale EMA 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

WAYS/MEANS….CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County 

RAY HOGAN, LASAR 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

EDUCATION/TRAINING….CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County  

BRAD PHILLIPS, Huntsville Cave 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 

ED NICHOLAS, SARTEC K-9 

CHAD SINGLETON, McIntosh 

WESLEY ROSE, LASAR 

TOMMY MACPHERSON, Huntsville Cave 

JOSH CREWS, Morgan County 

NOMINATING..CHAIR: MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 

BILLY REEVES, Jackson  

LEGISLATIVE………………..….CHAIR: JASON HEARD, Ider 

BRIAN BAILEY, Huntsville Cave 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

DEBBIE TIDWELL, Addison 

CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

COMMUNICATIONS …………CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

RICK MILLER, LASAR 

JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County 

JASON MITCHELL, Ider 

PARLIAMENTARIANS…………JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

CONFERENCE…..CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Addison 

Chauncey & Tina Wood, LASAR (Vendors) 

MARK BUTLER, Geraldine 

MARIA JAY, Geraldine 

GWEN STONE, Desoto 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert (Vendors) 



From the Desk of the President 
 

Wow, seems the kids just got out for Summer break and it is already 

time for them to go back.  I hope everyone is enjoying their summer. 

As a reminder remember not to get out and get too hot and to take all 

safety precautions especially when outside doing rescue missions. 
As it draws close to schools starting back the school buses will be out 

so make sure to watch for the kids. Also, this means that it is getting 

close to the 3rd quarterly meeting time, therefore conference will be just 

around the corner. Start making your plans now to attend and help 

make this a great conference, remember you get out of something what 

you put into it. Are you doing your part?  Also if you want to take clas-

ses you must sign up, if you don’t sign up and we don’t have enough 

for the class then it is not feasible for us to get an instructor. 
Hope all the squads are staying busy and doing their part in helping 

their communities. At times other squads need assistance, that is what 

the all call is for. If possible please respond to this, as it could be your 

squad that needs assistance next. It takes all squads and members 

working together to make this a great organization.  
Also another note please remember this is your magazine, we need 

articles from your squad so everyone can keep connected on what is 

going on in your neck of the woods.  Looking forward to seeing every-

body at the 3rd quarterly meeting in Daphne August 16, hope to see you 

there.  Until then enjoy your family, time with them is precious and 

priceless, also stay safe, train hard and enjoy life. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jason Heard 
President  
 

 
 From the Desk of the 1st Vice President 

Hope this finds all of you and your squads doing well. It’s hard to 

believe we are almost to our 3rd meeting. This year has flown by. We 

at the HCRU have been very busy with training. We have had 2 single 

rope classes and our 4 day cave class is in August. We would love to 

have more of you at our training classes. All the information is on our 

website.  
We also had our car show and annual Tyrolean at Desoto Falls. Jason 

and his wife and daughter (Jana and Bree) attended the Tyrolean. Bree 

went across but couldn’t convince the other two. These two events 

helped us raise funds to pay bills. Maybe someday we will have some 

permanent funding for AARS Squads. All we can do is keep trying. 

Chauncey Woods is working hard like the rest of us to make this hap-

pen. 
We will offer more rope classes soon so keep an eye on our website. 

Don’t forget about Annual Training in September. Please come and 

participate. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the meeting. Remember, it is 

your Association so get involved and make a difference. 
 

Brian Bailey 
1st Vice President 

 
 
 
 

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 
 

Hello to all, hope you having a good summer and not been too busy. I 

would like to thank South Baldwin for hosting a great meeting. It was 

great to see all that did attend. As we go into the 3rd Quarter we have 

some things going on. We have the nominations’ for the Officers this 

meeting, so get with the nominating committee to make your voice 

heard. 
We will have some more information about the surplus to present and 

hope to have it finally done with. We are still planning the fall training 

with a couple squads and hope it will be a good one. 
We need to see what you would like for the Conference this year as we 

plan for the classes. We are still looking for a place to have the AHA 

classes this time. As you may not know we have lost our contact to get 

cards and Matt is helping to secure a source to help us out. We hope 

this will work out in the next few months. I hope we can soon become 

our own source for health care cards. I hope to see you at the meeting. 

God bless and stay safe. 
 
Danny Butler 
2nd Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

2nd Quarterly Meeting 
May 17, 2014 
Bay Minette 

 
Colors posted by the Honor Guard.  
Opening prayer by Hoyt McCaghren. 
Special Guests Speakers: 
Sheriff of Baldwin County Hoss Mack 
EMA Director: Mitchell Sim 
Representative: Harry Shiver 
Meeting was called to order by President Jason Heard. 
Roll was called by Debbie Tidwell with 48 squads in attendance 
Motion was made by Randolph County to excuse Coosa Valley due to squad activity. Motion was seconded by LASAR. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by LASAR to excuse Collinsville due to squad activity. Motion was seconded by McIntosh. Motion carried. 
Motion by North Baldwin to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Motion was seconded by East Colbert. Motion carried. 
Financial report was read by Debbie Tidwell. Motion by Union to accept. Seconded by Daphne. Motion carried. 
Chauncey spoke about the past legislative session. 
Brian had one new squad to present. Walker County Marine S&R. Motion by McIntosh to accept. Seconded by Ider. Motion carried. 

There was two late renewals: Notasulga and Sumter County.  
Motion by Lake Martin to accept Notasulga. Seconded by McIntosh. Motion carried.  
Motion by East Colbert to accept Sumter County. Seconded by McIntosh. Motion carried. 
Danny presented Rescuer of the Quarter to Bonnie Samples and Lisa King from Ider. 
High Attendance for 2nd Quarter – Lake Martin 
Plaque presented to Lake Martin for High Attendance 1st Quarter. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
*  2014 THIRD QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE:   OCTOBER 1, 2014 
 
* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending an 

email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  
 
* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  
 
* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org *** 
 
* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 
 

The AARS Website is http://www.alars.org  

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR COUNTY 

SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF THE SCENE 

AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 



3rd Quarterly Meeting 
At 

Daphne City Complex 
1705 Main Street 

Daphne, AL 36526 
August 16, 2014 

 
 

Registration………………………………….08:30am – 09:30am 
Welcome and Posting of Colors…..……………………..09:30am 
Board of Directors Meeting……………………………..10:00am 
Lunch…………………………………………12:00pm – 1:00pm 
General Business Meeting………………………………..1:00pm 

Hotel Information 

Eastern Shore Motel 
29070 US Hwy 98 
Daphne, AL 36526 

(251) 626-6601 
 

Hampton Inn 
29451 US Hwy 98 
Daphne, AL 36526 

(251) 626-2220 
 

Microtel Inn 
29050 US Hwy 98 
Daphne, AL 36526 

 (251) 621-7807 





 

 

AARS ORDER FORM 

 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 

AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 

AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 

AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 

AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 

AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 

   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 

PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 

FAX: (256) 747-3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU 

WITH AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE 

WHATEVER IT COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 

*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY 

MEETING. *** 

 
 

Are You a Good Steward for Your Squad? 
Ider Rescue Squad 

 
Every organization needs to be mindful of their stewardship if they 

plan to be a group that can withstand the trials and tribulations that 

befall us all.  A true steward is one that cares for, handles, and man-

ages their resources in a way that protects the organization today and 

provides for the future. There are many ways to improve your part of 

being a good steward that in turn will help the entire membership. 
 
Be mindful of the people you work beside. You don't have to be best 

friends with everyone, but when you are on a call or in the public 

eye, put your differences aside and work together. There is no place 

for disagreements or arguments when a life is at stake. Try to see the 

good in others, their strengths, and what they are able to do to help 

your squad. A simple thank you can go a long way in boosting a 

person's morale and confidence. 
 
Protect your resources. That includes everything from conserving 

water and electricity, to using your supplies before their expiration 

date. Do your best not to be wasteful. Take care of the equipment 

you currently have by doing routine inspections and maintenance. 
Be conservative with your money. As the saying goes, prepare for 

those rainy days, and we've all been impacted by those. It's easier to 

put a little back every now and then, than to have a huge bill when 

something drastic happens. 
 
Be proactive in your squad. When you are toned out, answer imme-

diately if you are available. Don't wait to see who else answers the 

call. If you see something that needs to be done, take it upon your-

self to do it. If the trucks need washing, if the floors need sweeping, 

or if the bathrooms need cleaning, pick a task and do it. And for 

goodness sakes, if you make a mess clean it up before you walk out 

the door. 
 
Ider Rescue Squad has been blessed with good stewards for over 49 

years and it is only by their leadership and guidance that we continue 

to grow and evolve. We appreciate our communities for their years 

of support and we want to continue to be a source of pride for them. 

Thank you to every steward from the past, the present, and to those 

that will follow us into the future. 
 






