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ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF RESCUE 

SQUADS 
ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT……………………………………..…..MATTHEW KNIGHT 

(334) 338-0327 

349 Cauthen Circle 

Roanoke, AL 36274 

E-Mail: president@alars.org 

 

1
st

 VICE PRESIDENT…………………………..…DANNY BUTLER 

(256) 997-6243 

1389 County Road 160 

Crossville, AL 35962 

E-Mail: 1stvp@alars.org 

 

2
nd

 VICE PRESIDENT……………………..CHAD SINGLETON 

(251) 377-4405 

2880 Beaver Dam Road 

Chatom, AL 36518 

E-Mail: 2ndvp@alars.org 

 

 SECRETARY / TREASURER…………..…..DEBBIE TIDWELL 

Associa.on Phone: (800) 452-8431 

Fax: (256) 747-3633 

Cell: (256) 347-2690 

PO Box 569 

Addison, AL 35540 

E-Mail: sectreas@alars.org 

 

LEGAL ADVISOR ………….…CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE IF ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED. 

 

 

HONOR GUARD 

Captain……………….………………………….….MICHAEL HARDY 

Home: (256) 614-1383 

Cell: (256) 431-7734 

E-Mail: cmhardy@peoplepc.com 

CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR REQUEST 

 

RESCUER MAGAZINE  

EDITOR…………………….……………………....GWEN STONE, Desoto 

Phone: (256) 364-0150 

E-Mail for Editor: editor@alars.org 
 

WEBMASTER………………………………………...MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

Phone: (256) 755-1023 

E-Mail for Webmaster: webmaster@alars.org 

 

PHOTOGRAPHERS……...………...…………………………..RICK MILLER, LASAR 

     MARIA JAY, Geraldine 

 

 

 

 

 
  2015 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 

CHAPLAIN………….………HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County 

ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN……………..MICHAEL TIDWELL, Geraldine 

                 

MEMBERSHIP………….……CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, GERALDINE 

             RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert          

CANDY DAVIDSON, McIntosh          

BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 

PUBLICITY/PR…………………………………..…GWEN STONE, Desoto  

 RICK MILLER, LASAR  

RESOLUTIONS……………....……CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

RICKY FARR, Clay County 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence-Lauderdale EMA 

JASON HEARD, Ider 

WAYS/MEANS………..CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County 

CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

RAY HOGAN, LASAR 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

EDUCATION/TRAINING….CHAIR: CHAD SINGLETON, McIntosh 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County  

ED NICHOLAS, SARTEC K-9 

LUTHER PEEBLES, North Baldwin 

JASON HEARD, Ider 

NOMINATING……...…………………....CHAIR: JASON HEARD, Ider 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 

BILLY REEVES, Jackson  

LEGISLATIVE……..…….CHAIR: MATT KNIGHT, Randolph County 

CHAD SINGLETON, McIntosh 

DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine 

CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

COMMUNICATIONS …….……CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

RICK MILLER, LASAR 

JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County 

JASON MITCHELL, Ider 

PARLIAMENTARIANS……………..…JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

CONFERENCE………....CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine 

CHAUNCEY & TINA WOOD, LASAR (Vendors) 

MARK BUTLER, Geraldine 

MARIA JAY, Geraldine 

GWEN STONE, Desoto 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert (Vendors) 

JASON & JANA HEARD, Ider 

BECKY REID, East Colbert (Vendors) 

HISTORIANS……………….………….....JASON & JANA HEARD, Ider 



From the Desk of the President 
 

Hope everyone has had a great start of the New Year and hope 2015 

turns out to be the best year ever.  With that said, many of you follow 

me on Facebook and have seen our family’s post on Dianne’s sister, 

Theresa Welsh.  We want to thank each and every one for the prayers 

and please continue them.  I told many that has asked how our Christ-

mas and New Year’s had been, my reply was simple, if I had not got a 

single present or had a single Christmas meal, I could not complain, 

because we got the best present ever!!!!! Miracles happen every day 

and our God continues to give them and answer prayers.  
Let me really start by saying thanks for your support to me, for being 

allowed to serve as your president for another year.  I have not really 

set any goals, other than a commitment to your other officers and com-

mittee members to have an open line of communication.  There are 

some things that have got to be addressed and so therefore I have got to 

improve.  Please never hesitate to call or email me, if you have any 

questions or concerns.  The other officers and members of our various 

committees do their part most admirably, but please know I am here to 

serve you the members of this association. 
As you will see in the Rescuer and report at our first quarterly meeting, 

Chauncey has managed to get us into something else.  Your officers 

and legislative liaisons had the distinctive honor to be participants in 

Governor Bentley’s Inaugural Ceremony on Monday, January 19.  And 

again everybody was asking, “Who are those folks in the green jack-

ets”?  Yes I still believe that it will make a difference in our continued 

pursuit of permanent funding for our squads that need it. You deserve 

it! As long as I can, I will make every effort to put the association in 

the eyes of our elected and appointed officials.  Thanks for the other 

squads that took the time to come out and were seen at the various 

functions around the inaugural ceremony. 
I would like to say Chad has hit the ground running and is making 

great strides in creating very beneficial training opportunities in our 

future.  He has brought some new and much needed suggestions. So be 

on board and support his effort in making this happen. 
Just a reminder of what was voted on at conference.  There will not be 

a high attendance award given any longer, but please, I hope that does 

not discourage our squads that send a large contingency to please con-

tinue do so.  The host squads makes every effort to secure refreshments 

and/or a meal as well as door prizes, so please attend. 
I hope everyone has safe travels to Athens, as Athens-Limestone hosts 

our first quarterly meeting in February.  See You There……… 
 
God Bless, 
 
Matt Knight 
President  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 From the Desk of the 1st Vice President 

First thing that comes to my mind as we start a new year is to say thank 

you to all the squads that made the 2014 Conference a great success. It 

was a great time with all of the people who were present and if you 

were not there, well, you missed a good one. We approach this year 

with new ideas and new Executive Board members, Chad Singleton 

will be beginning a term on the board, please help him out. As we start 

this year, it is sad to see Executive Board members go. We will be 

working on new classes as always as the NREMT is always changing. 

We have partnered with Air Evac Lifeteam for some con ed classes 

coming up so watch the website. I will say we have lost a great sup-

porter of the AARS, Gary Mackey has retired from the ADPH EMS. 

He was a great part of the system for 30+ years from what I am told. 

As we work during this year, let’s see if we as an association can pull 

together to make ourselves even stronger. We will see you in Athens in 

February. 
 
Danny Butler 
1st Vice President 

 
 
 
 

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 
 

Greeting everyone!  I hope you enjoyed Conference, had a wonderful 

Christmas season, and that your new year is off to a great start.  With 

the new year came a completely new challenge for me: This Office!  

As the “new guy” among the officers I realize that I have a lot to live 

up to from those who have held this office before me and I hope that 

all of you will work with me for the betterment of the Association and 

be understanding of any perceived shortcomings.  I know that together 

we can continue to make the AARS an organization to be proud of.  As 

my primary focus is training, I want to start the year with two requests.  

First, please let me know if there is training that you feel is needed in 

the association.  I desire your input to insure that the training we pro-

vide is what you actually need.  Second, I’m going to ask for your par-

ticipation.  We need every squad to make their best effort to attend the 

training sessions that are provided and support the efforts of those 

providing the training, whether it be the AARS or an individual squad.  

I want to thank each and every one of you for the confidence that you 

have placed in me and for the many expressions of support that I have 

already received.  I look forward to working with you to move our as-

sociation forward and continue the legacy of service to this great state.  

Thanks again and God Bless! 
 
Chad Singleton 
2nd Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Conference 2014 

Orange Beach, AL  
 
Meeting called to order by President Jason Heard. Colors presented by the Honor Guard, opening prayer by Hoyt McCaghren. 
Special guest Col Steve Thompson with the Alabama Marine Police. 
Roll was called with 61 squads in attendance.  
Motion was made by Ider to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Seconded by Desoto. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by Daphne to dispense with the reading of the financial report. Seconded by Monroe County. Motion carried. 
Tray Carter with the Armed Forces Benefit Association spoke about free insurance offered to first responders and left cards to be filled 

out. 
Chauncey spoke about the SD1 program and Autauga County and Lake Martin showed pictures of the equipment that they have re-

ceived. 
Danny Smith presented 2 By-laws changes to be voted on. 
1st: Any By-law change to be presented at 3rd Quarterly meeting to be read and then voted on at conference. 
2nd: Any new organization must be present to be voted on. 
Brian presented a late renewal to be voted on. Selma-Dallas and also to count them present at the 3rd Quarterly meeting. Motion to accept 

by McIntosh, Seconded by Autauga County. Motion carried. 
Conference 2015 will be in Orange Beach oat the Orange Beach Event Center. 
Officers for 2015: 
Matthew Knight-President 
Danny Butler – 1st Vice President 
Chad Singleton – 2nd Vice President 
Executive Board reappointed Debbie as Executive Secretary-Treasurer. 
Danny presented a plaque to Talladega Rescue Squad for high attendance 3rd Quarter. 
Motion was made by Ider to do away with the high attendance. 2nd by Desoto. Motion carried. 
Rescuer of the Quarter presented to Nancy Jones Calhoun County  
Motion to adjourn by Desoto. Seconded by McIntosh. Motion carried. 
 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
*  2015 SECOND QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE:   MARCH 29, 2015 !!!!!!!!! 
 
* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending an 

email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  
 
* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  
 
* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org *** 
 
* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 
 

The AARS Website is http://www.alars.org  

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR COUNTY 

SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF THE SCENE 

AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 



1st Quarterly Meeting 
At 

Vietnam Veterans of America 
17915 W. Elm Street 

Athens, AL 35611 
February 21, 2015 

 
 

Registration………………………………….08:00am – 09:30am 
Welcome and Posting of Colors…..……………………..09:30am 
Board of Directors Meeting……………………………..10:00am 
Lunch…………………………………………12:00pm – 1:00pm 
General Business Meeting………………………………..1:00pm 

Hotel Information 
(Mention Rescue Squad Meeting) 

 
Best Western Inn 

1329 US Hwy 72E 
Single King 74.99 

Single Queen 69.99 
2 Queens 74.99 
256-233-4030 

 
Days Inn 

1322 Hwy 72E 
1 King 49.99 
2 Beds 54.99 
256-233-7500 

 
Holiday Inn Express 

16074 Athens-Limestone Blvd 
2 Queens 94.00 

Ask for Discount 
256-232-7931 





 

 

AARS ORDER FORM 

 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 

AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 

AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 

AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 

AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 

AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 

   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 

PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 

FAX: (256) 747-3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU WITH AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE WHATEVER IT 

COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 

*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY MEETING. *** 

 
 








