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ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF RESCUE 

SQUADS 
ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

 

PRESIDENT……………………………………..…..MATTHEW KNIGHT 

(334) 338-0327 

349 Cauthen Circle 

Roanoke, AL 36274 

E-Mail: president@alars.org 

 

1
st

 VICE PRESIDENT…………………………..…DANNY BUTLER 

(256) 997-6243 

1389 County Road 160 

Crossville, AL 35962 

E-Mail: 1stvp@alars.org 

 

2
nd

 VICE PRESIDENT……………………..CHAD SINGLETON 

(251) 377-4405 

2880 Beaver Dam Road 

Chatom, AL 36518 

E-Mail: 2ndvp@alars.org 

 

 SECRETARY / TREASURER…………..…..DEBBIE TIDWELL 

Associa.on Phone: (800) 452-8431 

Fax: (256) 747-3633 

Cell: (256) 347-2690 

PO Box 569 

Addison, AL 35540 

E-Mail: sectreas@alars.org 

 

LEGAL ADVISOR ………….…CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE IF ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED. 

 

 

HONOR GUARD 

Captain……………….………………………….….MICHAEL HARDY 

Home: (256) 614-1383 

Cell: (256) 431-7734 

E-Mail: cmhardy@peoplepc.com 

CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR REQUEST 

 

RESCUER MAGAZINE  

EDITOR…………………….……………………....GWEN STONE, Desoto 

Phone: (256) 364-0150 

E-Mail for Editor: editor@alars.org 
 

WEBMASTER………………………………………...MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

Phone: (256) 755-1023 

E-Mail for Webmaster: webmaster@alars.org 

 

PHOTOGRAPHERS……...………...…………………………..RICK MILLER, LASAR 

     MARIA JAY, Geraldine 

 

 

 

 

 
  2015 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 

CHAPLAIN………….………HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County 

ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN……………..MICHAEL TIDWELL, Geraldine 

                 

MEMBERSHIP………….……CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, GERALDINE 

             RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert          

CANDY DAVIDSON, McIntosh          

BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 

PUBLICITY/PR…………………………………..…GWEN STONE, Desoto  

 RICK MILLER, LASAR  

RESOLUTIONS……………....……CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

RICKY FARR, Clay County 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence-Lauderdale EMA 

JASON HEARD, Ider 

WAYS/MEANS………..CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County 

CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

RAY HOGAN, LASAR 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

EDUCATION/TRAINING….CHAIR: CHAD SINGLETON, McIntosh 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County  

ED NICHOLAS, SARTEC K-9 

LUTHER PEEBLES, North Baldwin 

JASON HEARD, Ider 

NOMINATING……...…………………....CHAIR: JASON HEARD, Ider 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 

BILLY REEVES, Jackson  

LEGISLATIVE……..…….CHAIR: MATT KNIGHT, Randolph County 

CHAD SINGLETON, McIntosh 

DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine 

CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

COMMUNICATIONS …….……CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

RICK MILLER, LASAR 

JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County 

JASON MITCHELL, Ider 

PARLIAMENTARIANS……………..…JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

CONFERENCE………....CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine 

CHAUNCEY & TINA WOOD, LASAR (Vendors) 

MARK BUTLER, Geraldine 

MARIA JAY, Geraldine 

GWEN STONE, Desoto 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert (Vendors) 

JASON & JANA HEARD, Ider 

BECKY REID, East Colbert (Vendors) 

HISTORIANS……………….………….....JASON & JANA HEARD, Ider 



From the Desk of the President 
 

Hope all is going well for everyone……. Glad Spring has arrived and 
glad it is NOT roaring in like a lion.  With that being said please keep 
mindful that it is Spring and things can change dramatically, so please 
stay aware and be careful if the need arises. 
Much needed work still needs to be done on the Legislative front.  
Chauncey and Jimmy can only do so much.  We are very grateful for 
the Senators and Representatives that have sponsored our bills.  But we 
as Squads and Members of the local Squads must find time to address 
these bills as we find out that certain legislative officials seem to forget 
from time to time that we are a separate entity from fire.  So, again, as 
we post information on our Website and Facebook pages, please do 
your part and contact them for us.  You have the voice!!!!!! 
Now as we turn to our May quarterly meeting in Prattville, Autauga 
County has worked very hard on making this happen.  Lets come to the 
middle part of the state and have a good turnout and let us officers 
know what we can do for you.  Things have been pretty quiet this quar-
ter from the membership, so I only hope we are meeting your expecta-
tions.   
Please everyone say a prayer for the family, the squad family, and oth-
er rescue workers involved in the tragic events of the Etowah County 
Rescue Squad mission that claimed the life of Vicky Ryan. It is a very 
trying time and my prayers are with you all, Etowah County Rescue 
Squad and AARS. 
 
Til we meet in Prattville……  
 
God Bless, 
 
Matt Knight 
President  
 

 
 

 From the Desk of the 1st Vice President 

 Hello to everyone, looking forward to the 2nd quarterly meeting and 
seeing everyone who wasn’t able to come to the 1st quarterly because 
of the weather. 
We have several bills in the House/Senate so check the website for the 
Bill numbers and make some phone calls, send some letters, whatever 
you need to do to help get those through.  A big thanks, as always, to 
Chauncey and Jimmy for all they do as our Legislative people.   
On a sad note, I want to express my condolences to the family of Vicky 
Ryan and all her loved ones as well as her Etowah County Rescue 
Squad Family.  My thoughts and prayers are with everyone.  
 
Danny Butler 
1st Vice President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 
 

Greetings All!  I hear that time flies when you’re having fun, so I must 
be having more fun than I thought I was.  This year is quickly passing 
and Conference will be here before we know it.  I’m looking forward 
to great things this year and I still want to hear from each of you.  Let 
me know what classes you want and what you think our training 
should focus on, so we can continue providing the highest quality ser-
vice possible to our fellow citizens.  Keep working with your legisla-
tors as well to help move our Bills forward.  Together we can accom-
plish great things, and I thank you all for the job that you do.   
Thoughts and prayers are with Etowah County Rescue Squad and the 
family of Vicky Ryan after the catastrophic event during the search and 
rescue mission that claimed Vicky’s life. 
Looking forward to seeing you all in Prattville. 
 
Chad Singleton 
2nd Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note:  Vicky Ryan 
 
I am certain I speak for the entire membership of the AARS when I say 
we are deeply saddened to hear of the death of Vicky Ryan of Etowah 
County Rescue Squad.  Vicky gave her life in the line of duty in an 
attempt to help someone in distress.  That fact in itself is a true testa-
ment to her as a person and to the reason she volunteered.  Vicky was a 
member of our EMS and AARS family and we grieve for her and her 
loved ones.  She will be truly missed.   
 
Gwen Stone 
Editor 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
1st Quarterly Meeting 

February 21, 2015 
Athens, AL 

 
Meeting was called to order by President Matthew Knight, opening prayer by Hoyt McCaghren. Welcome by Mike Hardy. 
Roll was called by Debbie with 30 squads in attendance. 
Motion was made by McIntosh Rescue Squad to count all squads present due to the weather. Motion was seconded by East Colbert Rescue 
Squad. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by McIntosh Rescue Squad to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Motion was seconded by East Colbert Rescue 
Squad. Motion carried. 
Financial report was read by Debbie. Motion was made by LASAR to accept the financial report. Motion was seconded by Lawrence County 
Rescue Squad. Motion carried. 
Matt spoke about the officers being invited to participate in the inauguration. 
Matt spoke about the Train the Trainer class that several of our members will be attending. In the absence of Chauncey Matt spoke about the 
bills that we have coming up in legislation. Opening day for legislation is March 3rd. 
Civil Liability sponsored by Tim Wadsworth and Steve McMillan. 
Ad Valorem sponsored by Mickey Hammon 
LFO-lodging tax sponsored by Steve McMillan 
Matt discussed the amount that we pay for legislative work to be $5000.00 yearly to be voted on annually. Motion was made by LASAR to pay 
$5000.00/year to be voted annually. Motion was seconded by Ider Rescue Squad. Motion carried. 
Danny had one squad to be voted on, Piedmont Rescue Squad. Motion was made by McIntosh Rescue Squad to accept the application. Motion 
was seconded by LASAR to accept the application. Motion carried. 
Danny asked that everyone be working on door prizes for the conference. Danny also spoke about squads sending in letters for SD1 requesting 
equipment. 
Chad discussed moving competitions to Friday afternoon. Chad also discussed education/training. 
There was no Rescuer of the Quarter. 
With no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
*  2015 THIRD QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE:   JULY 1, 2015 !!!!!!!!! 
 
* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending an 

email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  
 
* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  
 
* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org *** 
 
* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 
 

The AARS Website is http://www.alars.org  

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR COUNTY 

SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF THE SCENE 

AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 



2nd Quarterly Meeting 
Friday Night 

At 
Autauga County Rescue Squad 

145 West 3rd Street 
Prattville, Alabama 36067 

May 15th, 2015 
 

6pm-9pm 
Spaghetti Dinner 

and Bingo 

 

2nd Quarterly Meeting 
At 

Prattville Area Chamber of Commerce 
131 N. Court Street 

Prattville, Alabama 36067 
May 16, 2015 

 
 
 

Registration................................................................7:30am-8:45am 
Welcome and posting of Colors..............................................8:45am 
Board of Directors Meeting...................................................10:00am 
Lunch........................................................................12:00pm-1:00pm 
General Business Meeting.......................................................1:00pm 



Hotels & Motels in Prattville Area 
 

Country Inn & Suites by Carlson, Prattville 
1925 Cobbs Ford Road, Millbrook, AL 36054, 1-334-495-3000 

 
Super 8 Prattville/Montgomery 

639 Malwest Drive, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-365-7250 
 

Courtyard by Marriott Montgomery Prattville 
2620 Legends Parkway, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-290-1270 

 
Howard Johnson Prattville 

2585 Cobbs Hill Place, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-285-3420 
 

Days Inn & Suites Prattville/Montgomery 
600 Old Farm Lane South, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334 285 5312 

 
Home-Towne Suites Prattville 

688 Summit Parkway, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-358-9004 
 

La Quinta Inn & Suites Prattville 
261 Interstate Commercial Parkloop, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-358-5454 

 
Baymont Inn and Suites Prattville 

104 Jameson Court, Prattville, AL 36067, 1-334-361-6463 
 

Quality Inn Prattville 
797 Business Park Drive, Prattville, AL 36067, 1-334-365-6003 

 
Hampton Inn & Suites, Prattville 

2590 Cobbs Ford Road, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-285-6767 
 

Econo Lodge 
798 Business Park Drive, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-361-2007 

 
Holiday Inn Express & Suites, Prattville South 

203 Legends CT., Prattville, AL 36066, 1-800-467-1538 
 

Montgomery Marriott Prattville Hotel and Conference 
2500 Legends Circle, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-290-1235 

 
Prattville Inn 

2598 Cobbs Ford Road, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-285-3420 
 

Rodeway Inn/Econo Lodge 
2505 Cobbs Ford Road, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-285-5022 

 
Key West Inn Millbrook 

2275 Cobbs Ford Road, Millbrook, AL 36054, 1-334-309-2004 
 

Sleep Inn & Suites Millbrook/Prattville 
2295 Cobbs Ford Road, Millbrook, AL 36054, 1-334-532-0500 

 
Prices average from $45.00 a night to $175.00 a night 



THE COMMON FACTOR 
By Susan Gifford 

 
 Do you have a moment to answer a few questions?  See if you can find the common factor.  1)  It's the middle of the night, and you get an urgent 
call for help.  Without hesitation, you answer the call.  2)  You arrive at a wreck, you smell the burnt rubber, see the twisted metal, and even as 
you hear the hiss of escaping steam, you listen for a cry or a moan, no,  you pray to hear sounds of life.  3)  You have hiked across the valley and 
halfway up the side of a mountain, crossed creeks, and climbed over boulders.  You are tired and thirsty, you could be shivering with the cold 
wind or drowning in your own sweat, but you keep searching for that lost person.  4)  You ride in a boat as it is tossed on the waves and scan the 
horizon for that survivor, or sadly, look into the depths of the water for the one that didn't make it. 
      Have you got the answer?  The common factor is you.  The truth is that even though each call is unique and every rescue squad is different, 
we all have one thing in common.  We give our time, our energy, our talent, and our heart to those we serve.  Our squad may be large or small, 
we may specialize in certain types of rescue, we may be strong or just barely getting by, but underneath, we all joined our organization for the 
same reason.  We feel an obligation in our souls to help people in their times of need. 
     Sometimes our families may get frustrated when we are late for a planned event, or don't make it at all.  We may leave abruptly to answer a 
call, and sometimes don't properly say goodbye.  Our meals are often cold, waiting for our return.  Our loved ones sacrifice as much as us by tol-
erating the time we spend away from them.  But this is what makes us tick, what gives us our compassion towards others, what makes us hold our 
loved ones a little closer when we get home. 
     You are a special person.  Your dedication to your neighbors is without question.  Thank you for all you do within your squad and your com-
munity.  Take care of yourself, and just know, whether you receive a thank you or not, your service is appreciated by more people than you could 
ever imagine.  Stay safe. 
 





 

 

AARS ORDER FORM 

 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 

AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 

AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 

AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 

AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 

AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 

   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 

PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 

FAX: (256) 747-3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU WITH 

AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE WHATEVER IT 

COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 

*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY 

MEETING. *** 

 
 

IDER RESCUE SQUAD CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
 
     It is with great pride and excitement that the officers and mem-
bers of IDER RESCUE SQUAD invite you to celebrate with us as 
we mark 50 years of community service. Festivities will begin 
Saturday, May 30, 2015 at 1:00 pm with guest speakers from state 
and local agencies, a memorial service, time capsule burial, and of 
course, cake! Join us as we reminisce about our past and look for-
ward to our future. The Open House at our Squad building is just 
the beginning of the fun. The day will continue at the Ider High 
School with a Gospel Singing, a Silent Auction, and BBQ plates 
for sale beginning at 5:00 pm. Come for a visit, or hang around all 
day, we would love to see you either way. 








