
The Alabama Association of Rescue Squads Presents 

The Future 
Training 

Recognition 





ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF RESCUE 
SQUADS 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT……………………………………..…..DANNY BUTLER 
(256) 997‐6243 
1389 County Road 160 
Crossville, AL 35962 
E‐Mail: president@alars.org 
SouthernLinc 1*48*2 
 
1st VICE PRESIDENT…(INTERIM)……..…MATTHEW KNIGHT  
(334) 338‐0327 
349 Cauthen Circle 
Roanoke, AL 36274 
E‐Mail: 1stvp@alars.org 
SouthernLinc 1*48*1 
 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT……………………..LUTHER PEEBLES 
(251) 583‐8501 
34600 Oak Lane 
Stapleton, AL 36578 
E‐Mail: 2ndvp@alars.org 
SouthernLinc 1*48*3 
 
 SECRETARY / TREASURER…………..…..DEBBIE TIDWELL 
Associa on Phone: (800) 452‐8431 
Fax: (256) 747‐3633 
Cell: (256) 347‐2690 
PO Box 569 
Addison, AL 35540 
E‐Mail: sectreas@alars.org 
SouthernLinc 1*48*4 
 
LEGAL ADVISOR ………….…CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE IF ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED. 
 

 
HONOR GUARD 
Captain……………….………………………….….MICHAEL HARDY 
Home: (256) 614‐1383 
Cell: (256) 431‐7734 
E‐Mail: cmhardy@peoplepc.com 
CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR REQUEST 
 
RESCUER MAGAZINE  
EDITOR…………………….……………………....GWEN STONE, Desoto 
Phone: (256) 364‐0150 
E‐Mail for Editor:  editor@alars.org 
 
WEBMASTER………………………………………...MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 
Phone: (256) 755‐1023 
E‐Mail for Webmaster:  webmaster@alars.org 
 
PHOTOGRAPHERS……...………...…………………………..TINA WOOD, LASAR 

     MARIA JAY, Geraldine 

 
    2017 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 
CHAPLAIN………….………HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County 
ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN……………..MICHAEL TIDWELL, Geraldine 

             
MEMBERSHIP…CHAIR: MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

             RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County 
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert          
CANDY DAVIDSON, McIntosh         
BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 
PUBLICITY/PR…………………………………..…GWEN STONE, Desoto  

  MARIA JAY, Geraldine  
RESOLUTIONS……………....……CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

RICKY FARR, Clay County 
JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence‐Lauderdale EMA 
JASON HEARD, Rosalie 

WAYS/MEANS………..CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County 
CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 
DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

RAY HOGAN, LASAR 
MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

Billy Evans, North Lamar 
EDUCATION/TRAINING….CHAIR: LUTHER PEEBLES, N. BALDWIN 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 
MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County  

ED NICHOLAS, SARTEC K‐9 
JASON HEARD, Rosalie 

RONNY CHAMPION, Daphne SAR 
DANNY MITCHEM, N. Baldwin 

NOMINATING……...……………....CHAIR: JASON HEARD, Rosalie 
DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 

BILLY REEVES, Jackson  
LEGISLATIVE…………....…….CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine 
CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 
LUTHER PEEBLES, N. Baldwin 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 
COMMUNICATIONS …….……CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County 
JASON MITCHELL, Ider 

PARLIAMENTARIANS……………..…JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 
DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

CONFERENCE………....CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine 
CHAUNCEY & TINA WOOD, LASAR (Vendors) 

MARK BUTLER, Geraldine 
MARIA JAY, Geraldine 
GWEN STONE, Desoto 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert (Vendors) 
MARY SHRADER, Ider 

BECKY REID, East Colbert (Vendors) 
HISTORIANS…………………….....JASON & JANA HEARD, Rosalie 



From the Desk of the President 
 
Hello to all. I hope all is well with each squad. Just a short reminder 
this time. As you all know this summer has been hot but the days of 
rescuing people goes on. Seems we all have been busy.  
When you are applying for SD-1 property the request needs to be on 
your squad’s letterhead and include the squad’s FID number. This 
will make the paperwork go a lot better.  
Now that the Legislative session is done, I hope Chauncey can rest 
up. He has worked hard during this session and we can’t forget Jim-
my who also has helped.  He has gotten us some great bills passed 
this time that will help us in the long run. When you see Chauncey 
and Jimmy at the meetings, please let them know how much you ap-
preciate all the hard work they do. I want to thank the squads who go 
down and sit in during the meetings. Without all of the of squads sup-
port it is hard to do. 
Also thanks to Athens Limestone for putting on a great 2nd Quarterly 
meeting. It was great to see everybody there. I hope to see you all 
soon. Please be safe out there,  
 
Danny Butler 
President  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 
 

IThis year is flying! I just got back from the bill signing with Danny, 
Jimmy and Chauncey. I can tell you that Chauncey and Jimmy are 
doing some good things up there. I was impressed with how many 
people recognize the green coats and were happy to discuss things 
with them. 
I have been too busy at work to accomplish much for SAR but hope 
the rest of the year slows down. 
For Conference this year, I am planning to get the president of the 
National Association of Search & Rescue to introduce everyone to the 
training they have to offer and the benefits of being members. I have 
been a member for many years and there is no better recognized certi-
fication in the nation. (nasar.org) 
On the home front, we assisted with the search for Naomi Jones in 
Pensacola, FL. This was an exhaustive search that was led by Klass 
Kids and included Escambia County Sheriff's Office and the FBI. We 
(NBSSAR) searched approximately 35 acres total. As you may know, 
Naomi was a 12 year old little girl that was abducted in Pensacola and 
later found deceased, 2 miles from her home. 
 
Keep training, to be ready... 
Looking forward to convention... 
 
Luther Peebles 
2nd Vice President 
 
 
 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR 
COUNTY SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF 
THE SCENE AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE 

BOARD. 



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Second Quarterly Meeting 

May 20th, 2017 
Athens, Al 

 
Colors posted by the Honor Guard. Opening prayer by Hoyt McCaghren. Meeting was called to order by President Danny Butler. 
Scott Kellenburger spoke briefly about man-tracking and setting up classes. 
Roll was called by Debbie Tidwell with 45 squads in attendance. 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes by Desoto Rescue Squad. Motion was seconded by Daphne Search and Rescue. Mo-
tion carried. 
Financial report was read by Debbie Tidwell. Motion to accept report as read by Daphne Search and Rescue. Motion was seconded by 
Cherokee County Rescue Squad. Motion carried. 
Mike Stone has an e-group setup for the Association. 
We will have a Facebook policy written up and vote on at the August meeting. 
Danny spoke about the EVOC refresher course and it will go through the regions. As of now it will still be going through the state.  
 First Responder Appreciation Day June 9th in Dothan. There will also be a First Responders Day hosted by the United States National 
Reserve Corps on September 9th at Prichard Stadium in Mobile. 
The State EMS Conference is August 8th – 10th at Perdido Beach, we will try to have an officer and our SMECC Representative attend. 
The AAA ambulance Conference is September 27th – 28th in Orange Beach, we will also have a representative there. 
Danny also spoke about classes for the conference, if anyone has anything they would like for the Association to try to do to get with 
Luther Peebles. 
This is the 50th Anniversary for the Association and we are having a shirt design competition again this year and we want the design to 
integrate the 50th Anniversary. Send the design to Gwen Stone and she will forward to the photographers to choose the winning design. 
The Association purchased an AED. 
There was no submission for Rescue of the Quarter. 
Chauncey gave a brief overview of what happened in the legislature. HB 250 will benefit our state as we join eleven other states. HB 
242 passed, workman’s compensation. Public Safety Protection Act did not pass. And the Abuse Act did not pass. Line Item from the 
Education Trust Fund will be brought back up, we should have a good idea around the first of December on the amount that we will be 
getting.  
Matt read a letter of apology about the CPR cards being delayed.  
David Holcombe is our SMECC representative. His e-mail address is protocols@alars.org 
Matt spoke about the new AED and it will be mounted in the trailer.  
Matt had 2 applications to bring up: Orange Beach Fire & Rescue and Westover Fire Department. 
There was discussion on the Orange Beach application, they could not attend the meeting today. They will attend the third quarterly 
meeting. 
Motion made by Florence-Lauderdale EMA to accept this application. Motion seconded by Anniston Rescue Squad. Motion carried. 
Thanks to Athens-Limestone for hosting the meeting. We look forward to seeing everyone in Dekalb County in August. 
Honor Guard removed the colors and the meeting was dismissed. 
 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
*  2017 THIRD QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE: 
 

OCTOBER 1, 2017 !!!!!!!!! 
 

ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE IS SUBJECT TO BE PLACED IN NEXT 
QUARTER’S MAGAZINE! 

 
* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending 
an email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  
 
* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  
 
* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org  
 
* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 
 

The AARS Website is  
http://www.alars.org  



3rd Quarterly Meeting 
Hosted by: 

Dekalb County Association of Rescue Squads 
August 19, 2017 

Mentone Community Church Life Center 
90 Summerville Road 
Mentone, AL 35984 

 
Agenda 

 

 
 

Lunch is provided by the Dekalb County Association of Rescue Squads. 

Registration 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
Welcome and Posting of Colors 9:30 a.m. 
Board of Directors Meeting 10:00 a.m. 
Lunch 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
General Business Meeting 1:30 p.m. 

3rd Quarterly Mee ng 
Hosted by: Dekalb County Associa on of Rescue Squads 

August 19, 2017 
Mentone Community Church Life Center 
90 Summerville Road Mentone, AL 35984 

Hotel Informa on 

Mentone Mountain Getaways 
1-888-920-8445 
 
Mentone Cabins 
1-888-560-0492 
 
Mentone Log Cabins 
256-657-4335 
 
Days Inn  
1416 Glenn Blvd SW 
Ft Payne, AL 35968 
256-845-2085 
$65.11 per night 
 
Quality Inn 
102 Drinkard Dr NW 
Ft Payne, AL 35967 
256-845-2950 
King Room - $65 per night 
Double Queen Room - $70 per night 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Inn Express 
112 Airport Rd W 
Ft Payne, AL 35968 
256-997-1020 
$99 per night 
 
Hampton Inn 
1201 Jordan Rd 
Fort Payne, AL 35968 
855-516-1090 
$129 per night 
 
Desoto State Park 
7104 Desoto Parkway NE 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 
256-845-0051 
 
Cabins $102 - $175 – 2-night stay minimum 
Chalet $143 – 2-night minimum stay 
Lodge $91 per night 2 double beds 
Lodge $96 per night 1 king bed 
 
Call for campsite information 
800-760-4089 or 256-845-5380 
http://www.alapark.com 
 



Are You Providing Frequent Quality Training to Your Team? 
Danny Mitchem 

North Baldwin Sheriff’s Search and Rescue 
 
 
 

 
 
 
You are on scene during a mission and you need to perform a critical task. You are getting frustrated because things are not 
going the way you need them to. You are unable to locate vital equipment or you can’t remember how to do something. Does 
this sound familiar? If so, the most likely cause is a lack of frequent, quality training. 
 
The health and safety of your team and the victims you are on scene to serve are depending on you to perform your tasks pro-
ficiently. A mistake or a loss of precious time could change the outcome of your mission to an undesired one. We all know 
that mistakes will be made but one caused by lack of training is unacceptable. We are viewed as being the expert in our fields 
of service. We should display confidence, proficiency and professionalism in any task we say we can do. We should not try 
to complete any task unless we believe we can execute it proficiently and without compromising safety. 
 
The only way for your team to be proficient is to provide frequent, quality training. Frequency of training is very subjective 
but can be evaluated in several manners. What is the risk of the task? What could happen if I don’t perform the task correct-
ly? Higher risk tasks require more frequent training. A task that could have a severe negative consequence if not performed 
correctly should be considered critical. Training on critical tasks should be frequent enough that they are consistently per-
formed correctly. Refresher training can be used to gauge knowledge retention. If our training frequency shows that we con-
tinue to perform the task correctly we can be reasonably assured that we have the frequency correct. If during refresher train-
ing we do not perform the task correctly the frequency should be adjusted until we show continued proficiency. 
 
How frequently will I need to perform the task? A task performed frequently like driving a car will require little to no re-
fresher training. The task is almost automatically performed without much thought. Tasks performed infrequently will re-
quire more frequent refresher training. The goal of refresher training is to ensure we can consistently perform the task any 
time we are asked. 
How do I know if I am providing quality training? The simplest way to answer this is “we train as if it were an actual mis-
sion”. While there is nothing wrong with tabletop exercises to give us a high level opportunity for planning and determining 
resources needed, we must execute the training hands-on in real world conditions. Do you train only during daylight hours? 
Do you train only during fair weather?  



Don’t fool yourselves, many of our missions occur on a cold, rainy night. This can make tasks much more challenging. 
How will you see to perform your task? What could happen if your equipment gets wet? Are you well prepared to stay 
warm and dry? Have you tested these things? 
 
We should never take shortcuts during training. The human mind will cause you to repeat performance unconsciously if 
you have performed it that way several times. During training perform tasks as if it were a real scenario. Your mind and 
body will perform as it has been taught. 
 

 
“Never had to sniff that during training” 
 
Let’s find our shortcomings during training and work to improve them. We don’t want to face our team members, the 
victim or the victim’s family members knowing that the outcome was not the desired one because of a lack of frequent, 
quality training. 
 
 







 
 

AARS ORDER FORM 
 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 
AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 
AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 
AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 
   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 
PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 
FAX: (256) 747‐3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU WITH 
AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE WHATEVER IT 

COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 
*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY 

MEETING. *** 

 
 

SouthernLinc  
Michael Stone 

 
AARS now has its very own SouthernLinc managed fleet. Like 
the EMA fleet, we have our own talkgroups across the state for 
the various committees, operational functions, and even for each 
squad. There is a statewide talkgroup as well! I would like to en-
courage all squads to add SouthernLinc to their communications 
capabilities! 
 

How the process works: 
 

1st the individual squad must contact their sales rep and have a 
SouthernLinc account created. Once a squad has an account, they 
can add members to their account and they will be assigned an 
AARS fleet ID. The request must come from the Squad Captain to 
the SouthernLinc rep for the new radio ID. The SouthernLinc rep 
will then forward the request to me or Debbie for approval. Only 
AARS Members will be approved! Once this approval is given to 
the SouthernLinc rep, the radio ID will be activated with the prop-
er talkgroups assigned.  
The territory map and sales rep list is posted on the AARS website 
at the bottom of the main page for reference. If you have any 
questions, please contact me via email: webmaster@alars.org or 
by cell phone 256-755-1023.  
 

 
 




