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ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF RESCUE 
SQUADS 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT……………………………………..…..DANNY BUTLER 
(256) 997‐6243 
1389 County Road 160 
Crossville, AL 35962 
E‐Mail: president@alars.org 
SouthernLinc 1*48*2 
 
1st VICE PRESIDENT…(INTERIM)……..…MATTHEW KNIGHT  
(334) 338‐0327 
349 Cauthen Circle 
Roanoke, AL 36274 
E‐Mail: 1stvp@alars.org 
SouthernLinc 1*48*1 
 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT……………………..LUTHER PEEBLES 
(251) 583‐8501 
34600 Oak Lane 
Stapleton, AL 36578 
E‐Mail: 2ndvp@alars.org 
SouthernLinc 1*48*3 
 
 SECRETARY / TREASURER…………..…..DEBBIE TIDWELL 
AssociaƟon Phone: (800) 452‐8431 
Fax: (256) 747‐3633 
Cell: (256) 347‐2690 
PO Box 569 
Addison, AL 35540 
E‐Mail: sectreas@alars.org 
SouthernLinc 1*48*4 
 
LEGAL ADVISOR ………….…CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE IF ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED. 
 

 
HONOR GUARD 
Captain……………….………………………….….MICHAEL HARDY 
Home: (256) 614‐1383 
Cell: (256) 431‐7734 
E‐Mail: cmhardy@peoplepc.com 
CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR REQUEST 
 
RESCUER MAGAZINE  
EDITOR…………………….……………………....GWEN STONE, Desoto 
Phone: (256) 364‐0150 
E‐Mail for Editor:  editor@alars.org 
 
WEBMASTER………………………………………...MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 
Phone: (256) 755‐1023 
E‐Mail for Webmaster:  webmaster@alars.org 
 
PHOTOGRAPHERS……...………...…………………………..TINA WOOD, LASAR 

     MARIA JAY, Geraldine 

 
    2017 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 
CHAPLAIN………….………HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County 
ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN……………..MICHAEL TIDWELL, Geraldine 

             
MEMBERSHIP…CHAIR: MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

             RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County 
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert          
CANDY DAVIDSON, McIntosh         
BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 
PUBLICITY/PR…………………………………..…GWEN STONE, Desoto  

  MARIA JAY, Geraldine  
RESOLUTIONS……………....……CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

RICKY FARR, Clay County 
JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence‐Lauderdale EMA 
JASON HEARD, Rosalie 

WAYS/MEANS………..CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County 
CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 
DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

RAY HOGAN, LASAR 
MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

Billy Evans, North Lamar 
EDUCATION/TRAINING….CHAIR: LUTHER PEEBLES, N. BALDWIN 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 
MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County  

ED NICHOLAS, SARTEC K‐9 
JASON HEARD, Rosalie 

RONNY CHAMPION, Daphne SAR 
DANNY MITCHEM, N. Baldwin 

NOMINATING……...……………....CHAIR: JASON HEARD, Rosalie 
DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 

BILLY REEVES, Jackson  
LEGISLATIVE…………....…….CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine 
CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 
LUTHER PEEBLES, N. Baldwin 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 
COMMUNICATIONS …….……CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County 
JASON MITCHELL, Ider 

PARLIAMENTARIANS……………..…JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 
DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

CONFERENCE………....CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine 
CHAUNCEY & TINA WOOD, LASAR (Vendors) 

MARK BUTLER, Geraldine 
MARIA JAY, Geraldine 
GWEN STONE, Desoto 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert (Vendors) 
MARY SHRADER, Ider 

BECKY REID, East Colbert (Vendors) 
HISTORIANS…………………….....JASON & JANA HEARD, Rosalie 



From the Desk of the President 
 

Thanks for the great job Desoto Rescue Squad did at the last quarterly 
meeting.   It was great seeing everyone, we had a great turnout. I want 
to thank all the Squads in DeKalb County that participated with the 
State Meeting.  
 
With the Conference fast approaching make sure you get everything 
turned in to Debbie in a timely fashion. Classes are posted and in the 
packets that were sent out. I know this is a short deadline for all but 
we need to know the numbers. I do not do short deadlines well either. 
There are no elections at Conference this year as the present officers 
will go back into their respective positions.  
 
As we approach the last of summer it has been a very deadly time for 
the people of Texas and Florida. With that being said, I did offer our 
services to FEMA and they turned us down in a NICE way. I know 
we had people wanting to go and help. This is a where they needed 
resources and yes, we have them. They wanted us to be self-
supportive for up to 2 weeks. I told them we could be if needed, but 
again we were turned down. I did talk to EMA of Alabama and let 
them know we were welcomed to be deployed if needed, but that call 
never came.  
 
There will be some by-law changes at the conference so look over 
them and give us your opinion. This conference will mark the 50th 
year anniversary for the Alabama Association of Rescue Squads so 
join us in making this a special one. 
 
Hope to see all of you at the Conference in Orange Beach. Thank you 
all for your continued support.  
 
 
 
Danny Butler 
President  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 
 

Are you ready for our 50th convention? I am, I can’t wait. We have 
lots of great classes lined up so make sure you sign up now before 
they are full. 
 
There will be lots of great vendors and plenty to do and see. 
See you at conference. 
 
Luther Peebles 
2nd Vice President 
 
 
 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR 
COUNTY SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF 
THE SCENE AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE 

BOARD. 



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

3rd Quarterly Meeting 
August 19th,2017 

Mentone, AL  
 
Colors were posted by the Honor Guard. Opening prayer by Hoyt MacCaghren. Meeting was called to order by President Danny Butler. 
 Michael Edmondson, Chief Deputy with Dekalb County, welcomed everyone to the area. Special speakers were: Representative 
Ledbetter, Connie with SouthernLinc, Jimmy Carter, Constable, Brad Gregg, Police Chief of Mentone, Art Faulkner State EMA Direc-
tor, Johnny Johnson and officers with the Wildlife Freshwater Fisheries. 
Danny Butler presented Art Faulkner with a plaque for 29 years of service and the Association made Art and his wife Honorary mem-
bers of the AARS. 
Roll was called with 63 squads in attendance. Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes by Geraldine Rescue Squad. Motion 
was seconded by McIntosh Rescue Squad. Motion carried. A motion was made by LASAR to count Rocky Ridge present due to sick-
ness. Motion was seconded by Daphne Search and Rescue. Motion carried. Motion was made by Huntsville Cave to count Scottsboro-
Jackson present at the 2nd Quarterly meeting due to be on a search mission. Motion was seconded by Geraldine Rescue Squad. Motion 
carried. 
Motion was made by Geraldine Rescue Squad to dispense with the reading of the financial report. Motion was seconded by Daphne 
Search and Rescue. Motion carried. 
There was a man tracking class held at this meeting. 
Danny Smith spoke about the ad Valorum monies. The ways and Means committee met to establish guidelines...ref amount to be grant-
ed and how often a squad can apply.  There will be an application process and the applications to be presented at the 3rd Quarterly meet-
ing and disbursed at the Conference. The application will have a narrative to explain what the money will be used for. Any equipment 
purchased with this money must stay in the squad for 5 years. 
Danny Butler reminded everyone that this is the Association’s 50th Anniversary. 
Danny Butler spoke about all squad members that operate a boat must have a vessel licenses, we will have class at conference. 
Motion was made by Daphne Search and Rescue to pay Chauncey Wood $5000.00 and Jimmy Looney $1500.00 for their work in the 
legislature. Motion was seconded by Ider Rescue Squad. Motion carried. 
Matt spoke about the EMS conference and the SEMCC committee meeting.  
Luther spoke about the classes for the conference. Need to pre-register for classes to make sure that we have enough to conduct the 
class. 
Rescuer of the Quarter was presented to Debbie Tidwell. 
Meeting was turned over to the nominating committee: No names were presented to the nominating committee so the committee recom-
mends leaving officers as they are. 
Floor was opened for nominations for president. No nominations from the floor. Motion was made by Daphne to close nominations. 
Motion was seconded by North Lamar to close the nominations. Motion carried.  
Floor was opened for nominations for 1st vice president. No nominations from the floor. Motion was made by Coosa Valley to close the 
nominations. Motion was seconded by East Colbert to close the nominations. Motion carried. 
Floor was opened for nominations for 2nd vice president. No nominations from the floor. Motion was made by Ider to close the nomina-
tions. Motion was seconded by Geraldine. Motion carried.  
Thanks to Dekalb County for hosting the meeting, look forward to seeing everyone at the conference. 
Honor Guard removed the colors and the meeting was adjourned. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
*  2017 THIRD QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE: 
 

JANUARY 2, 2018 !!!!!!!!! 
 

ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE IS SUBJECT TO BE PLACED IN NEXT 
QUARTER’S MAGAZINE! 

 
* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending 
an email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  
 
* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  
 
* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org  
 
* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 
 

The AARS Website is  
http://www.alars.org  



























 
 

AARS ORDER FORM 
 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 
AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 
AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 
AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 
   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 
PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 
FAX: (256) 747‐3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU WITH 
AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE WHATEVER IT 

COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 
*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY 

MEETING. *** 

 
 

SouthernLinc  
Michael Stone 

 
AARS now has its very own SouthernLinc managed fleet. Like 
the EMA fleet, we have our own talkgroups across the state for 
the various committees, operational functions, and even for each 
squad. There is a statewide talkgroup as well! I would like to en-
courage all squads to add SouthernLinc to their communications 
capabilities! 
 

How the process works: 
 

1st the individual squad must contact their sales rep and have a 
SouthernLinc account created. Once a squad has an account, they 
can add members to their account and they will be assigned an 
AARS fleet ID. The request must come from the Squad Captain to 
the SouthernLinc rep for the new radio ID. The SouthernLinc rep 
will then forward the request to me or Debbie for approval. Only 
AARS Members will be approved! Once this approval is given to 
the SouthernLinc rep, the radio ID will be activated with the prop-
er talkgroups assigned.  
The territory map and sales rep list is posted on the AARS website 
at the bottom of the main page for reference. If you have any 
questions, please contact me via email: webmaster@alars.org or 
by cell phone 256-755-1023.  
 

 
 




