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E-Mail: cmhardy@peoplepc.com 
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  2018 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 
CHAPLAIN………….………HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County 
ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN……………..MICHAEL TIDWELL, Geraldine 

                 
MEMBERSHIP…CHAIR: MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

             RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County 
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert           
CANDY DAVIDSON, McIntosh          

BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar 
RAY HOGANS, LASAR 

PUBLICITY/PR…………………………………..…GWEN STONE, Desoto  
 MARIA JAY, Geraldine  

RESOLUTIONS……………....……CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 
RICKY FARR, Clay County 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 
GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence-Lauderdale EMA 

JASON HEARD, Rosalie 
WAYS/MEANS………..CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County 

CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 
JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 
RAY HOGAN, LASAR 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 
Billy Evans, North Lamar 

EDUCATION/TRAINING….CHAIR: LUTHER PEEBLES, N. BALDWIN 
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MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County  
ED NICHOLAS, SARTEC K-9 
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MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 
COMMUNICATIONS …….……CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 

JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County 
JASON MITCHELL, Ider 

PARLIAMENTARIANS……………..…JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 
DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

CONFERENCE………....CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine 
CHAUNCEY & TINA WOOD, LASAR (Vendors) 

MARK BUTLER, Geraldine 
MARIA JAY, Geraldine 
GWEN STONE, Desoto 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert (Vendors) 
MARY SHRADER, Ider 

BECKY REID, East Colbert (Vendors) 
HISTORIANS…………………….....JASON & JANA HEARD, Rosalie 



From the Desk of the President 
 

Hope everyone had a safe and Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! It is an honor and a privilege to serve as President for the Asso-
ciation again. 
First quarterly meeting will be held in Scottsboro, AL this time and I 
am excited to see the new building they have. 
Glad we had a good turnout for the Conference. It was great seeing 
everyone. We had some good food and the classes were great. Thanks 
to David Garmon and the Gulf Coast EMS region for all they did. 
Thanks to all the vendors that turned out. Thanks, Chauncey and Tina 
for all your hard work getting the vendors in. Hope everyone took the 
time to visit them. 
The next conference will be held on the 3rd week of November, 2018 
and remember it will be the 3rd weekend for the next 3 years. 
As we go into this year I want to make sure the tax money will be put 
to great use and given out to the deserving members of the Associa-
tion. 
Be sure to look at the web site as Ray Hogans has been working on an 
EMS cruise for the Association and the information will be available 
on the web site once it is finalized.  
 
 
Danny Butler 
President  
 
 

From the Desk of the 1st Vice President 
 

Wow can’t believe its 2018 already……. I want to start out by saying 
thank you for allowing me to serve another year as an AARS Officer. 
I look forward to the upcoming year and growing and making the 
Association stronger. 
On behalf of the entire Ralph Knight Family, we want to personally 
thank everyone for the calls, texts, cards, and most of all the prayers. 
Daddy was such an instrumental piece of the Randolph County Res-
cue Squad and very supportive of the Association in his early years. 
He will be greatly missed by our squad family and family but by his 
actions and planning we will carry on and carry on we will. 
Going to keep mine short, don’t hesitate to call on any of the officers 
for help or guidance.  
 
See everyone in Scottsboro!!!!!!!  
 
Matthew Knight 
1st Vice President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 
 

Well, the end of 2017 did not slow down! Not for the work I get paid 
for, at least. I had foolishly thought at one time that the closer I got to 
retirement age the more time I would have to do things. Well, that 
ain't happening. 
Although it took me awhile, the Association has applied for NASAR 
membership and you should be able to purchase store materials at 
member price plus an additional 5%. Write down the name of the 
product and quantity and price and send it to Mrs. Debbie with pay-
ment and she will order for you and have it shipped directly to you. 
 
North Baldwin Sheriff search and rescue has been experimenting with 
drones. We purchased Autel X-Star Premium the with a 4K high reso-
lution camera. While it can help in certain situations, it is not end all, 
be all for searching. Open areas can be searched but even then you 
have to do it at less than 100 feet and take your time. Still faster than 
putting a team in to do a hasty search. But, you will not find the small 
clues to direction of travel so the area will still need to be covered if 
the initial hasty searches aren't successful. 
The next project for me is getting a centralized training facility for the 
Association. I would like to see an all-inclusive training site that 
would be suitable for both EMS and Search rescue. Think lots of land 
with a building. 
Until I see you again, be safe and train hard. 
 
Luther Peebles 
2nd Vice President 
 
 
 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
November 4, 2017 

Conference Minutes 
Orange Beach, AL 

 
Meeting called to order by President Danny Butler, Colors posted by the Honor Guard 
and opening prayer by Hoyt McCaghren. 
Roll was called by Debbie with 56 squads represented. 
Motion to dispense reading of the minutes by East Colbert. Motion was seconded by Ger-
aldine. Motion carried. 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the financial report by East Colbert. Motion was 
seconded by Daphne. Motion carried. 
Chauncey spoke about the legislation. 
Brad Dennis with NASAR spoke about the Association becoming members of NASAR. 
Cost for membership is $2500.00, covers all members. Motion made for North Baldwin 
to join NASAR. Motion was seconded by Clay County. Motion carried. 
Matt had 2 squads to be presented for membership. The first is Orange Beach Fire/
Rescue. Desoto made motion to accept this unit. Motion was seconded by Rosalie. Mo-
tion carried. The second is Winston County Search and Dive Team. Motion made by East 
Colbert to accept this unit. Motion was seconded by Desoto. Motion carried. 
There was discussion about purchasing more of the anniversary coins to give to the legis-
lators. Cherokee County made a motion to purchase 300 coins. Motion was seconded by 
Rosalie. Motion carried. There was also a motion made to buy lapel pins for past Presi-
dent and also AARS lapel pins. Motion was made by Geraldine to purchase the pins. Mo-
tion was seconded by Union. Motion carried. 
The slide for the generator in the trailer was discussed and the cost is $742.98. Motion 
was made by East Colbert to purchase. Motion was seconded by Tallaco. Motion carried. 
The ROQ of the 4th Quarter was presented to Tony Taylor from Geraldine. 
 
Due to conflict with the Hotel and Conference center the dates for 2018 will be the 15-17 
of November 2018. 
The proposals for the conference was presented for 2018. LASAR made motion to come 
back to Orange Beach Event Center. Motion was seconded by Athens. Motion carried. 
There was discussion to check into locking in the venue for three years. Autauga County 
made a motion to lock in the venue for three years. Desoto seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 
With no further business the meeting was recessed until 7:00 PM. Meeting went back in-
to session and awards were presented and the officers were sworn in. Meeting was ad-
journed. 
 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

*  2018 SECOND QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE: 
 

APRIL 1, 2018  
 

ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE IS SUBJECT TO BE PLACED IN NEXT 
QUARTER’S MAGAZINE! 

 
* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending 
an email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  
 
* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  
 
* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org  

 
* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 
 

The AARS Website is  
http://www.alars.org  

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR 
COUNTY SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF 
THE SCENE AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE 

BOARD. 









 
 

AARS ORDER FORM 
 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 
AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 
AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 
AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 
   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 
PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 
FAX: (256) 747-3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU WITH 
AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE WHATEVER IT 

COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 
*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY 

MEETING. *** 

 
 

SouthernLinc  
Michael Stone 

 
AARS now has its very own SouthernLinc managed fleet. Like 
the EMA fleet, we have our own talkgroups across the state for 
the various committees, operational functions, and even for each 
squad. There is a statewide talkgroup as well! I would like to en-
courage all squads to add SouthernLinc to their communications 
capabilities! 
 

How the process works: 
 

1st the individual squad must contact their sales rep and have a 
SouthernLinc account created. Once a squad has an account, they 
can add members to their account and they will be assigned an 
AARS fleet ID. The request must come from the Squad Captain to 
the SouthernLinc rep for the new radio ID. The SouthernLinc rep 
will then forward the request to me or Debbie for approval. Only 
AARS Members will be approved! Once this approval is given to 
the SouthernLinc rep, the radio ID will be activated with the prop-
er talkgroups assigned.  
The territory map and sales rep list is posted on the AARS website 
at the bottom of the main page for reference. If you have any 
questions, please contact me via email: webmaster@alars.org or 
by cell phone 256-755-1023.  
 

 
 

mailto:webmaster@alars.org



