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DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 
CONFERENCE………....CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Winston County 

Search and Dive Team 
CHAUNCEY AND TINA WOOD, LASAR – Vendors 

GWEN STONE, Desoto 
MARK BUTLER, Geraldine 

MARIA JAY, Geraldine 
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert – Vendors 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 
DAVID HOLCOMBE, Clay County 

HISTORIANS…………………….....JASON & JANA HEARD, Rosalie 



From the Desk of the President 
 

 Welcome Spring to all of our great squads and members!!!!!!!  
Just want to start off by saying my sincere prayers go to Chris 
Cantrell and family as well as the Central Alabama SAR on the pass-
ing of Kimberly Ann Cantrell. Also a big Thank You to Cherokee 
County Rescue Squad for your help in making Kimberly request hap-
pen.  
Hope everyone is doing well and has been diligent in monitoring our 
already deadly spring tornado outbreaks. With that I would like to 
thank all the agencies especially or K-9 units that responded and 
played a vital role the efforts and assistance in the March 3rd Lee 
County (Beauregard) tornado event.  I probably missed counted but 
on Monday afternoon we had 18 different K-9 teams on the ground. 
We had our AARS teams, other local teams, teams from Florida, and 
teams from Mississippi. We still had other AARS teams on standby 
by for Tuesday if needed. Again Thank You!!!! I had the privilege of 
working in the Command Center with the function of coordinating the 
K-9 teams. I worked very closely with the State FEMA ICS team in 
coordinating the logistical side of an event of this magnitude. That 
team is led by Matt Russell, Alabama Fire College Director and 
AARS first ICS 300 and 400 class that we held at conference back in 
the day.  Was a great experience and it just helped show Alabama 
EMA how we can play a vital role when our agencies are needed. 
Again I must encourage each and every squad/department and mem-
bers to get NIMS compliant. Crucial!!!! 
Yes it has been an eventful legislative session so far. But as always 
we have Chauncey and Jimmy on top of it as always. Chauncey will 
give us a update and see how we need to help.  
I want to say thanks for Ray Hogans getting three FEMA courses 
approved for conference. Make sure you stay up to date on our Face-
book page and the Website. Also thanks and again for Ray and the 
LASAR bunch for putting on the Education Cruise and at the time of 
the letter, can’t give an update but look forward to the update at Quar-
terly Meeting. 
Until the 2nd Quarterly Meeting in May in Alex City, Stay Safe and as 
always if there is anything we as the Executive Board can do please 
let us know. God Bless!!!   
 
God Bless…  
Matthew Knight 
President  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Desk of the 1st Vice President 
 
 I hope this letter finds everyone well. I would like to start off by say-
ing that we are deeply saddened by the loss of Kim Cantrell with the 
Central Alabama Search and Rescue. Please keep Chris and all the 
family in your thoughts and prayers. 
I hope everyone is staying on top of their game as we have had a lot 
of disasters in our state already this year. 
From the floods to the tornadoes, we are experiencing just how devas-
tating mother nature can be. With that being said keep in mind if you 
or your squad are a member of the AARS, we DO NOT SELF DE-
PLOY. If you are asked to respond to a scene out of your coverage 
area, please notify an AARS Officer of your deployment. We are a 
professional organization and we should act accordingly. Thank you 
to all that helped and responded to the floods and tornado disasters 
already this year. 
I had the pleasure of going to Montgomery for the Seafood Bash. I 
got to meet a lot of interesting people while I was there. We should 
all give a big thank you to Chauncey and Jimmy for all the hard work 
they do in Montgomery for the AARS. 
 
Hope to see you all at the next Quarterly meeting. 
 
 
Brian Bailey 
1st Vice President  

 
From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 

 
Wow, can you believe it is spring time already. Not to mention a 
fourth of the year gone.   We want to thank Daphne for hosting the 1st 
quarterly meeting, we had a good turnout and we accomplished a lot.  
We already have some classes lined up for conference. Two of the 
classes we have confirmed is FEMA classes AWR 148 which is Cri-
sis Management for School-Based Incidents- Partnering Rural Law 
Enforcement, First Responders, and Local School Systems and MGT 
403 which is Access and Functional Needs Preparedness Planning for 
Rural Communities.  We will need you to sign up and register for 
these classes as soon as possible. Make sure and pay attention to the 
fliers in the magazine and on the website for further information on 
these classes. I would like to thank Ray Hogan for his assistance in 
getting these classes set up. The dog teams have been busy being to 
Lee County and on other calls, with many very reports of their profes-
sionalism. Would like to thank everyone for all the hard work.  We 
are in the process of working on some new guidelines for the dog 
teams.  I look forward to seeing everyone at the next quarterly meet-
ing in Alexander City in May.  Remember the association and your 
squad is what you make it.  Remember to always spend time with 
family, enjoy life, train hard, and stay safe.  
 
Jason Heard  
2nd Vice President 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR COUNTY 
SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF THE SCENE 

AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
*  2019 SECOND QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE:  JULY 1, 2019  

 
ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE IS SUBJECT TO BE PLACED IN NEXT 

QUARTER’S MAGAZINE! 
 
* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending an 
email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  
 
* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  
 
* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org  
 
* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 
 

The AARS Website is  
http://www.alars.org  

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

First Quarterly Meeting 
February 16, 2019 

Daphne, AL 
 
Colors posted by the Honor Guard. 
Representative from FirstNet spoke. 
Meeting called to order by President Matt Knight. 
Motion made by Desoto Rescue Squad to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Motion was seconded by East Colbert Rescue Squad. 
Motion carried. 
Financial report was read by Debbie Tidwell. Motion was made by Union Rescue Squad to accept the report. Motion was seconded by East 
Colbert Rescue. Motion was approved. 
Chauncey Wood spoke about the legislation. 
Brian Bailey presented 3 squads to be voted on. 
Detroit Rescue Squad. Motion was made by McIntosh Rescue Squad to accept. Motion was seconded by North Lamar Rescue Squad. Mo-
tion carried. 
Central Alabama Search and Rescue. Motion was made by Daphne Search and Rescue to accept. Motion was seconded by East Colbert 
Rescue Squad. Motion carried. 
Southeastern K9 Search and Rescue. Motion was made by Marengo County Rescue Squad. Motion was seconded by Sartec. Motion car-
ried. 
Jason Heard spoke about training and NIMS. Everyone needs to be NIMS certified (100, 200, 700 and 800, also officers need 300 and 400) 
in order to be deployed and be reimbursed by FEMA. Also spoke about spring training, do land and water training also using K-9’s and 
drones. Jason also spoke about the update class for EVOC. 
Matt spoke about the conference.  
Conference dates are 21 - 23 this year. Next year we will go back to the second weekend. 
Matt also spoke about the Officers meeting with Brian Hastings the State EMA Director and touring the EOC. We do have a seat in the 
EOC and will be learning more soon. 
Rescuer of the Quarter presented to Tony Taylor from Geraldine Rescue Squad, accepted by Danny Butler. 
Matt thanked Daphne Search and Rescue for hosting the meeting. 
With no further business to conduct the meeting was adjourned. 
 
  

















Is your equipment ready for the next call? 
Danny N. Mitchem, Assistant Chief 

North Baldwin Sheriff’s Search and Rescue 
 
 

The call comes at 9:30 PM, a fisherman is overdue. The weather forecast shows a severe 
thunderstorm will be approaching in the next couple of hours so response time is critical. 
You run to your station, hook up to two boats and head to the landing. The first boat is 
backed into the water and the captain notices that the fuel gauge is showing just below a 
quarter of a tank. That boat has to pulled back out and taken to the nearest gas station for 
refilling. The second boat is backed into the water and the captain finds out that both 
batteries are dead. Another team member is sent to try to find a battery to start the boat. 
About an hour and a half later both boats are in the water and running. You then find out 
that the navigation lights on boat two are not working. The storm is getting much closer. 
After another 15 minutes you get the navigation lights working but then the captain in 
boat number one discovers that his boat has taken on water, no one installed the plug. 
That boat is pulled back out until the water can be drained (the bilge pump would not 
come on). Another 30 minutes go by and you are finally ready to go. It is now raining, 
the wind has picked up and lightning is on the horizon. Someone has to make a critical 

decision on the risk vs. benefit of going out in what is sure to be a dangerous situation for the responders. 
I’m sure all of us could share a story similar to this one. A story like this should never happen in our line of work, people are depending on us! 
Yes, sometimes Murphy’s Law will catch us with something unexpected but everything in the paragraph above could have been avoided by 
simple inspections and maintenance. I truly understand how we get ourselves in this situation, you complete a mission at 4:00 AM and have to 
be at work at 7:00. You are exhausted and just hope to take a shower before going to work. Someone makes the suggestion that it will be okay 
to just store the equipment and come back later to get it ready for the next call. Only later gets postponed. 
No one will argue that regular inspections and maintenance of our equipment is vital to our ability to respond in a timely manner. So who is 
responsible for inspection and maintenance? If you can’t answer this for every piece of equipment you use or may need you will eventually 
have a story like the one in the first paragraph. Even as volunteers we have an ethical (and possibly legal) obligation to maintain our equipment. 
How is your squad meeting this obligation? Some of you may have one person who is responsible or you may have equipment assigned to own-
ers. Are you getting regular status reports? Are they performing the inspections and maintenance required for each piece of equipment? The 
equipment manufacturer will have the maintenance schedules that should be strictly followed. For pre-use a checklist should be developed to 
keep us from forgetting things like installing the plug in our boat. The checklist should start at your station and end at the point of use. This will 
prevent us from having embarrassing and possibly life critical failures when we need our equipment to perform. A post mission checklist can 
help ensure that our equipment is ready for the next call.  
We must devote ourselves to always be ready whether it be our equipment or ourselves. We got into this to help our fellow man, don’t let them 
down by not being ready to respond to the call. 

Dive team training with LASAR 
Ray Hogans Commander LASAR 

 
During the first week of April six (6) members of the Etowah Rescue Squad Dive team traveled to the Gulf Coast to participate in dive rescue 
training that was scheduled with the Lower Alabama Search and Rescue (LASAR). 
During the three days of training LASAR provided a full classroom scenario for both Diver’s and Safety Line Tinder’s. the class covered equip-
ment, procedures, safety signals by tether rope and the methods of rigging and records keeping for dive operations.  
The next scenario was a, practice hands-on operations on dry land with both divers and line tinder’s completing a full scenario and being hand 
walked through the dive operation and recording all required information for a PSD dive event. 
The afternoon consisted of a deployment to Perdido Bay for a full suited up dive training event with tinder operations to locate a object on the 
bottom of the bay. All divers and tinder’s were exposed to dark water operations while being coached by experienced members of the LASAR 
Unit.  
All personnel were given a chance to have hands on experience with specialized equipment and al-
lowed to utilize the PSD items for the training evolutions during the practice sessions and the live dive 
training events. 
Day three was another dive training event in the Gulf of Mexico at Fort Pickens on the Florida Gulf 
Coast near Pensacola Florida.  During this training they were exposed to a simulated diver in distress 
simulation where the safety diver was required to recover the rescue diver under actual surf condi-
tions. 
The training was a great success for both Squads and was a great mutual aid experience for all in-
volved. We at LASAR were pleased that the Etowah Rescue Dive Team ask to train with LASAR and 
we look forward to their team returning later this summer for more advanced training events with our 
unit. 
 
     
ETOWAH TEAM MEMBERS  LASAR TEAM MEMBERS 
Maryann Stanfield   John Wade         Bill Templeman 
Jonathan Stanfield   Roger Iburg    Ray Hogans 
Phill McGuire    Billy Slavey Mike Kovacs 
Justin Cornelius    Teresa Slavey      John Crispin 
David Quarrells      
William Cambron     
 



 
 

AARS ORDER FORM 
 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 
AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 
AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 
AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 
   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 
PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 
FAX: (256) 747‐3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU 

WITH AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE 
WHATEVER IT COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 

*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY 
MEETING. *** 

 
 




