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SECRETARY / TREASURER…………...……..…..DEBBIE TIDWELL 
Associa on Phone: (800) 452‐8431 
Fax: (256) 747‐3633 
Cell: (256) 347‐2690 
PO Box 569 
Addison, AL 35540 
E‐Mail: sectreas@alars.org 
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    2019 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 
CHAPLAIN………….………HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County 

ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN……………..MICHAEL TIDWELL, Winston County 
Search and Dive Team 

             
MEMBERSHIP…CHAIR: BRIAN BAILEY, Huntsville Cave Rescue 

             RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County 
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert          
CANDY DAVIDSON, McIntosh          
BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 
PUBLICITY/PR…………………………………..…GWEN STONE, Desoto  

  MARIA JAY, Geraldine  
RESOLUTIONS……………....……CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

DAVID HOLCOMBE, Clay County 
JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence‐Lauderdale EMA 
JASON HEARD, Rosalie 

WAYS/MEANS………..CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County 
CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 
DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

RAY HOGAN, LASAR 
MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 

BILLY EVANS, N Lamar 
EDUCATION/TRAINING….CHAIR: JASON HEARD, Rosalie 

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 
DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

LUTHER PEEBLES, N. Baldwin 
RONNY CHAMPION, Daphne SAR 

DANNY MITCHEM, N. Baldwin 
NOMINATING……...……………....CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 
DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 
BILLY REEVES, Jackson 

LEGISLATIVE………..…….CHAIR: MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County 
JASON HEARD, Rosalie 

BRIAN BAILEY, Huntsville Cave Rescue 
DEBBIE TIDWELL, Winston County Search and Dive Team 

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert 
DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine 
CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR 

COMMUNICATIONS …….……CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto 
JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County 

JASON MITCHELL, Ider 
PARLIAMENTARIANS……………..…JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston 

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee 
CONFERENCE………....CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Winston County 

Search and Dive Team 
CHAUNCEY AND TINA WOOD, LASAR – Vendors 

GWEN STONE, Desoto 
MARK BUTLER, Geraldine 

MARIA JAY, Geraldine 
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert – Vendors 

RAY HOGANS, LASAR 
DAVID HOLCOMBE, Clay County 

HISTORIANS…………………….....JASON & JANA HEARD, Rosalie 



From the Desk of the President 
 

 Hello Fellow Squad Members…… I do hope this finds every‐
body well. Sure has been a busy and hot summer so far. I am 
very excited to be returning to the north end of our GREAT 
STATE with Athens‐Limestone hos ng our 3rd quarter quarterly 
mee ng. Then before we know it will be conference me 
again down south.  
As I begin to put my thoughts together for the le er, I recall 
this past week and the tragic loss of life that happened over 
the July 4th holiday period. I only go back just two weeks ago 
when we were dealing with a tragic drowning as well. Great 
work of resources by our neighboring agencies from Clay 
County Rescue Squad, ALEA Marine, AL Game and Fish, and 
Alex City/Tallapoosa Rescue Squad. Several things were seen 
at the end of this mission. I only will share my thoughts if 
asked, others will have their thoughts as well. In the end, we 
were able to put some closure for the family who has lost a 
loved one. Again, I woke up the morning of the fourth and 4 
vic ms were missing in waters over our state. Good communi‐
ca on between all agencies that they had the necessary re‐
sources for their par cular mission. Again, as I am wri ng this 
morning we are watching our first tropical mischief begin to 
develop we will now turn our a en on to what our tropical 
season brings. You are always prepared to do your very best 
for the ci zens you serve. But as the saying goes if you don’t 
like something in Alabama just wait it changes.  
Let’s move onto to training. The Dept. of Postsecondary Edu‐
ca on has developed a brochure that we have put on our 
website and Facebook page that I hope will s r up some takers 
for the tui on reimbursement program. I am set to meet with 
the new coordinator of the program the end this month or the 
beginning of August in making some changes. I hope to be 
able to share those changes or sugges ons to everyone at the 
quarterly mee ng. Please don’t forget about the FEMA classes 
that Ray has worked hard for us to be able to take at confer‐
ence. Jason should have classes squared away, but please if 
there is something you want to see, please contact him.  
Please know that each officer is only a phone call away and if 
we can help, please don’t hesitate in calling. Look forward 
again in seeing everybody in Athens. God Bless!!!!!  
 
God Bless…  
Matthew Knight 
President  
 

 

From the Desk of the 1st Vice President 
 
  I hope this le er finds all of our AARS family doing well. It’s 

hard to believe it is already me for the third quarterly 

mee ng. This year seems to be flying by. 

  As all of us know we have had a devasta ng year so far. From 

the floods and tornadoes at the first of the year to the lake 

and river tragedies of the last few months. As of now there 

have been 25 boa ng deaths in our state in 2019. This is the 

deadliest year since 1998. We have also had 2 deaths at a fa‐

vorite cave venue this year. With that being said, I would like 

all of our AARS squads to know how very proud I am of you 

and your members for all of your hard work and dedica on to 

help bring closure to the families of the vic ms. My thoughts 

and prayers are with all of the families and the first responders 

that are responsible for the recoveries. 

  Post‐trauma c stress disorder is a major concern for first re‐

sponders. If any of you or any first responder you know needs 

help, please feel free to call me. (256‐509‐4785) and the AARS 

will do everything we can to get them the help they need. 

DONT BE TO PROUD TO ASK FOR HELP!! We at the HCRU had a 

post‐trauma c stress debriefing a er a difficult recovery at the 

first of the year. It was highly produc ve. We were able to dis‐

cuss the recovery and how it made us feel. In the end it 

brought the team closer and made us stronger. These de‐

briefings are very important. Try not to overlook your de‐

briefings a er a difficult rescue or recovery. These can be held 

in house or in the company of a professional. 

  We will be having a mee ng with the dog teams a er the 

general business mee ng in Athens. We will be discussing rec‐

ommended training guidelines for dog teams. If possible, we 

would like only 1 or 2 members of your team, preferably an 

officer and your training officer. 

  I am looking forward to seeing all of you at the mee ng. Re‐

member this is your associa on so get involved and make a 

difference. 
 
 
Brian Bailey 
1st Vice President  

 
 
 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR COUNTY 
SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF THE SCENE 

AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
*  2019 THIRD QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE:  OCTOBER 1, 2019  

 
ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE IS SUBJECT TO BE PLACED IN NEXT QUARTER’S MAGAZINE! 

 
* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending an email to 
rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  
 
* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  
 
* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org  
 
* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 
 

The AARS Website is  
http://www.alars.org  

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 
 
Wow, summer has come and gone. The kids are headed back to school. 
I am looking forward to the third quarterly meeting in Athens. Hope to 
see everyone there. I have been working to get conference classes 
scheduled. I think we have got something everyone can benefit from. 
Remember you have to register for the classes for us to have them. We 
have instructors giving up their time to come teach for us. Remember 
the reason you come to conference.  We all like to enjoy the beach, fun, 
and food but please do this in your spare time. The classes can be very 
beneficial to you and your squad. We want all squads to participate in 
the challenges we have. We are working some team building challenges 
with prizes that could be more than a trophy.  Make sure you go ahead 
and register for the FEMA classes early on line. We have to meet a min-
imum requirement to have these classes. Ray Hogan has worked hard to 
get these classes set up. We are also having Paramedic, Advanced, In-
termediate, and Basic refresher modules. Paramedic and Advanced start 
on Monday November 18 at 8:00. Paramedic, Advanced, and Intermedi-
ate will attend all five days. Basics need to attend Thursday and Friday. 
You need to attend all classes so you can complete all your credit 
hours.  USA will have their sim lab so we can practice skills. I have 
been asked to have the CPR instructor class again that will start on 
Wednesday and continue on Thursday. Jimmy Jones with Jackson 
County Sheriff’s office on will be teaching class on Friday AM and PM. 
These will be very interesting classes.  This year we are also including 
all our children in classes, Mike Stone will be teaching Children’s First 
Aid and CPR Friday AM and PM. We will also have Healthcare provid-
er class Friday AM to be taught by our new instructors. The FEMA 
classes that are going to be offered are as follows:  Thursday AM and 
PM Crisis management awareness 148 and Friday AM and 
PM   Working with media awareness 209 and Access and functional 
needs preparedness management 403. Please remember if we do not 
have enough participation for these classes we cannot justify having 
them. Hope to see everyone in Athens, August 17. Until then remember 
to always spend time with family, enjoy life, train hard, and stay safe.  
 
Jason Heard  
2nd Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Quarterly Meeting 
May 18, 2019 

General Meeting 
 
Colors posted by Honor Guard, opening prayer Hoyt MacCagh-
ren. 
Special Guests: 
Trae Carter with First Responder Task Force 
Captain Matt Brooks - ALEA 
Captain Gary Buchanan – ALEA 
Lieutenant Mark Fuller – ALEA  
Dawn Russell – ADECA 
Ed Oliver - Representative 
Meeting called to order by President Matt Knight 
Roll call by Sec/Treas Debbie Tidwell with 53 squads represent-
ed. 
Motion was made by East Colbert to excuse Autauga County and 
Desoto. Motion was seconded by LASAR. Motion carried, 
Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes by LASAR. 
Motion was seconded by East Colbert. Motion carried. 
Financial report was read by Debbie Tidwell. Motion to accept by 
LASAR. Motion was seconded by East Colbert. Motion carried. 
Brian presented application from Choctaw County for member-
ship. 
South Marengo made motion to accept Choctaw County back 
into Association. Central Alabama SAR seconded motion. Mo-
tion carried. 
Brian also mentioned that there need to be a meeting with all the 
search dog squads at the August meeting, one representative from 
each squad.  
Chauncey spoke about the legislation. 
Jason spoke about training. Everyone needs to sign up for the 
FEMA classes and get their SID number. 
Ray spoke about the cruise; it was a success. Maybe looking to 
do another in 2 years. 
 
Deadline for grant application is August.  Grants will be awarded 
at the conference. 
Motion was made by North Lamar to pay Chauncey and Jimmy 
for the legislative work for the year. Motion was seconded by 
LASAR. Motion carried. 
August meeting will be held in Athens. 
Colors retired by the Honor Guard and meeting was dismissed.  











 
 

AARS ORDER FORM 
 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 
AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 
AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 
AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 
   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 
PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 
FAX: (256) 747‐3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU 

WITH AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE 
WHATEVER IT COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 

*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY 
MEETING. *** 

 
 




