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ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF RESCUE

SQUADS
ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

PRESIDENT.....ccoentinieniirenienenieneniesecsnssesesennees MATTHEW KNIGHT

(334) 338-0327

349 Cauthen Circle
Roanoke, AL 36274

E-Mail: president@alars.org
SouthernLinc 205-272-3010

1% VICE PRESIDENT ...cuvvneneenrnssereersersens BRIAN BAILEY
(256) 509-4785

3153 Hwy 231

Laceys Spring, AL 35754

E-Mail: 1stvp@alars.org

SouthernLinc 256-509-4785

2" VICE PRESIDENT ...o.veeeeeemeeeseenssseseensenas JASON HEARD
(256) 630-1802

5684 County Road 78

Pisgah, AL 35765

E-Mail: 2ndvp@alars.org

SouthernLinc 256-630-1802

SECRETARY / TREASURER.........cceeruverurenernens DEBBIE TIDWELL
Association Phone: (800) 452-8431

Fax: (256) 747-3633

Cell: (256) 347-2690

PO Box 569

Addison, AL 35540

E-Mail: sectreas@alars.org

SouthernLinc 256-347-2690

LEGAL ADVISOR ................ CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE IF ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED.

HONOR GUARD

Captain... e, MICHAEL HARDY
Home: (256) 614-1383

Cell: (256) 431-7734

E-Mail: cmhardy@peoplepc.com

CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR REQUEST

RESCUER MAGAZINE
EDITOR ...ttt GWEN STONE, Desoto
Phone: (256) 364-0150

E-Mail for Editor: editor@alars.org

WEBMASTER.....ccooiitii it MICHAEL STONE, Desoto
Phone: (256) 755-1023
E-Mail for Webmaster: webmaster@alars.org
PHOTOGRAPHERS.......eieiii it TINA WOOD, LASAR
MARIA JAY, Geraldine

2020 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

CHAPLAIN.......ccceevrrennnn HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County
ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN............c.... MICHAEL TIDWELL, Winston County
Search and Dive Team

MEMBERSHIP...CHAIR: BRIAN BAILEY, Huntsville Cave Rescue
RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert

CANDY DAVIDSON, Mcintosh

BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar

RAY HOGANS, LASAR

PUBLICITY/PRu...ueereerieseesresnecseessessassennes GWEN STONE, Desoto
MARIA JAY, Geraldine
RESOLUTIONS......cccceeeveerrernnne CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee

DAVID HOLCOMBE, Clay County

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston

GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence-Lauderdale EMA

JASON HEARD, Rosalie

WAYS/MEANS........... CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County
CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine

RAY HOGAN, LASAR

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County

BILLY EVANS, N Lamar

EDUCATION/TRAINING....CHAIR: JASON HEARD, Rosalie
MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine

LUTHER PEEBLES, N. Baldwin

RONNY CHAMPION, Daphne SAR

TERRI SLIZEWSKI, NASDA

DANNY MITCHEM, N. Baldwin
NOMINATING.........cceevereerennsenens CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine
JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert

BILLY REEVES, Jackson

LEGISLATIVE.................. CHAIR: MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County

JASON HEARD, Rosalie

BRIAN BAILEY, Huntsville Cave Rescue

DEBBIE TIDWELL, Winston County Search and Dive Team
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine

CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR

COMMUNICATIONS ............. CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto
JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County

JASON MITCHELL, Ider

PARLIAMENTARIANS..........cccceu.e. JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston
DANNY SMITH, Cherokee
CONFERENCE............. CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Winston County

Search and Dive Team

CHAUNCEY AND TINA WOOD, LASAR - Vendors

GWEN STONE, Desoto

MARK BUTLER, Geraldine

MARIA JAY, Geraldine

MARY ANN SHRADER, Ider

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert — Vendors

RAY HOGANS, LASAR

DAVID HOLCOMBE, Clay County
HISTORIANS........ccoeveerrnrnnenens JASON & JANA HEARD, Rosalie



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

From the Desk of the President

Well we are still here.......... Hope all is doing well, and we are get-
ting ready for our upcoming meeting in Boaz in August. Looking for-
ward to seeing everybody. We still are seeing unprecedented and
challenging times.

As to the meeting in August, Tony from Union has been keeping
everyone updated and as I write these things could change by the
minute. We will communicate to everyone if anything warrants
immediate action. Now with that the board will meet and determine if
we need to set up some type of virtual meeting platform.

I hope to have a very interesting article on the Randolph County
Rescue Squad in next quarters Rescuer. I will be able to share some of
the details in August but cannot share publicly at this time. To say that
I have been a little busy is an understatement.

Going to leave this short and sweet. Again, can’t wait to see all the very
dedicated members of the AARS in August at Boaz. Many prayers to
all.

Matthew Knight

President

From the Desk of the 1st Vice President

I hope this letter finds you and your family safe and healthy. Crazy
times we are navigating right now. Please do everything you need to do
to keep you and your family safe. We all put ourselves and our family
at risk while running calls. This is a sacrifice you pay for being the
generous and caring people you are. I want you all to know that I I'm
proud of each and everyone of you and I'm proud to represent you.
Your officers care deeply about all of the squads in this great
organization. Thank you again for your selfless service.

As for myself I just want everyone to know where I stand and how I
feel. I love this country, I sing our anthem, I salute our flag, I believe
every life matters, I support our troops that fought and died for this
country and I support the police that keep us safe and sacrifice their life
to do so. My brother-in-law was one of those officers that did two tours
of Vietnam and then sacrificed his life as a sheriff's deputy. I believe in
God and I pray he puts this country back on track so everyone can live
in peace as Americans, in this last great country on Earth America

We hope to see you all at the next quarterly meeting and at
conference. Remember this is your association in your country get
involved and make a difference.

Brian Bailey
1st Vice President

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President

Hello to everyone! Hope all is doing well. We all have seen 2020 as a
change for a “new normal” I understand this has been a very trying

time for everyone and it seems that this will continue for a while. [
have still been working on classes for conference and we welcome your
input. We would love for everyone to participate, to make it an efficient
one. We know during this time things can change from day to day, but
we are hoping by November we see an improvement in the COVID

19. We need everyone to make sure they sign up for classes when you
receive the conference package. We will discuss this more at the quar-
terly meeting. We look forward to seeing everyone in August for the
quarterly meeting in Boaz. We as the officers of the Association have
not taken the decision in having the quarterly meeting lightly, with the
safety concerns. The officers had a meeting and discussed in great
length. We decided the facility was big enough to social distance and
follow safety protocols. Everyone remember to take all safety precau-
tions. For now, Enjoy family, Stay safe, and Train hard. Hope to see
everyone in Boaz, Aug 15.

Jason Heard
2nd Vice President

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS
ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF
YOUR COUNTY SHOULD
COME FROM THE INCIDENT

COMMANDER OF THE SCENE
AND GO THROUGH A
MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE
BOARD.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

2020 4th QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE: OCTOBER 1, 2020

ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE IS SUBJECT TO BE PLACED IN NEXT QUARTER’S MAGAZINE!

The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending an email to

rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED
ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org
Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest.

http://www.alars.org




DEATH OF A HERO
THE STORY OF JOSEPH DONOGHUE

RESCUE 511/EOW 7/21/2020

THE MAN - RN, Paramedic, Director, mentor, son, brother, Uncle, father figure and friend.

Giving over 30 years of service to saving lives, died after working an entrapment. He will be missed dearly. We
at the Huntsville-Madison County Rescue Squad want to thank everyone for the outpouring of support we have
received during this difficult time.

THE MYTH - No words can describe such amazing individual that had so much passion and knowledge that
impacted so many lives.

From intense training sessions to major entrapments, he was "the man". Joe pushed every one of us to our limits to
make sure we were trained properly and gave us the opportunities to succeed. His passion for the job made him an
intense instructor, but once you got past that rough exterior you knew how much he cared for each and every one
of us in his own way and wanted us to become the best, "that person".

THE LEGEND - We would like to recognize what Joe meant to us from a few members point of view.

My partner, my crew leader, and my friend. The man who rode my butt to the breaking point at times. I will never
forget what you have done for me to become a better person/rescuer. I will miss our "big brother" talks. Thank
you for not giving up on me. RIP Joe ...Laura Andrews, EMT, RS575

Joe was the man of many things; no words can describe his knowledge and his passion for our community. If there
is one thing, I’ve learned from his passing that when you care for something or someone you give it your all and
give it selflessly. James Robinson

About Joe. He was called "Mr. Rescue" or "Rescue God" by some. His knowledge of rescue tools and techniques
was what I would say is second to none. He put his knowledge into his teachings to better serve us all . He will be
missed. Rick Copeland




Third Quarterly Meeting
Jimmy Harris VFW Post Boaz
1441 US Hwy 431
Boaz, AL 35957
August 15, 2020

Hosted by: Union Rescue Squad

Agenda
Registration 8:00am — 9:00am
Welcome and Posting of Colors 9:00am
Board of Directors Meeting 10:00am
Lunch 12:00pm — 1:00pm
General Business Meeting 1:00pm

Hotel Information

Microtel Inn & Suites by Wyndham — Albertville
220 AL Hwy 75
Albertville, AL 35950
(256) 279-9351

Quality Inn Albertville
315 Martling Road
Albertville, AL 35950
(256) 891-2600

Econo Lodge — Boaz
761 GA-1
Boaz, AL 35957
(256) 298-5252



AARS ORDER FORM

QTY. COST TOTAL
AARS SHOULDER PATCH _x$3.00
AMERICAN FLAG PATCH _ x$3.00
AARS WINDOW DECAL _ x$0.50
AARS VEHICLE DECAL _ x$2.00
AARS FLAG __x$50.00

GRAND TOTAL $

CLIP AND MAIL TO:
AARS
PO BOX 569
ADDISON, AL 35540
FAX: (256) 747-3633

*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. | WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU WITH AN
INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE WHATEVER IT COSTS
TO MAIL THE ITEMS. ***

*** |F YOU PREFER | WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY
MEETING. ***
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Unfortunately,
you ll never
know how good
your msurance
company is until
something bad

happens.

Coverage underwritten by
National Union Fire Insurance
Company of Pittsburg, PA,

with its principal place of business
in New York, NY.

Emotional pain is something no one can fix.
Lost income 1s a different matter. VFIS has
built its reputation on prompt response and
the kind of in-depth coverage that goes well
beyond industry standards. Isn’t it nice to
know that someone ¢lse is looking out for
your family too?

VFIS/Southeast
' PO Box 280
@ Lineville, AL 36266

A Divion of Gatioler breusres Grsp (S C 21-3380
Insuring America’s Heroes vww.viisal.com



