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ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF RESCUE

SQUADS
ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

PRESIDENT......cccoerureerernssnssnnsarsessesessessnnsans MATTHEW KNIGHT
(334) 338-0327

349 Cauthen Circle

Roanoke, AL 36274

E-Mail: president@alars.org

1% VICE PRESIDENT ......couvmrenrenrenrenreraenenens DANNY BUTLER
(256) 997-6243

1389 County Road 160

Crossville, AL 35962

E-Mail: 1stvp@alars.org

2" VICE PRESIDENT ......coeeeeeemeceerene CHAD SINGLETON
(251) 377-4405

2880 Beaver Dam Road

Chatom, AL 36518

E-Mail: 2ndvp@alars.org

SECRETARY / TREASURER........ccc0euunee DEBBIE TIDWELL
Association Phone: (800) 452-8431

Fax: (256) 747-3633

Cell: (256) 347-2690

PO Box 569

Addison, AL 35540

E-Mail: sectreas@alars.org

LEGAL ADVISOR ................ CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE IF ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED.

HONOR GUARD

CaptaiN. e MICHAEL HARDY
Home: (256) 614-1383

Cell: (256) 431-7734

E-Mail: cmhardy@peoplepc.com

CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR REQUEST

RESCUER MAGAZINE
EDITOR ..ottt GWEN STONE, Desoto
Phone: (256) 364-0150

E-Mail for Editor: editor@alars.org

WEBMASTER......oovieeee ettt et MICHAEL STONE, Desoto
Phone: (256) 755-1023
E-Mail for Webmaster: webmaster@alars.org

PHOTOGRAPHERS.......ctvtiiieeee ettt RICK MILLER, LASAR
MARIA JAY, Geraldine

2015 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

CHAPLAIN.........cccevurrrune HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County
ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN................. MICHAEL TIDWELL, Geraldine
MEMBERSHIP................... CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, GERALDINE

RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert

CANDY DAVIDSON, Mclintosh

BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar

RAY HOGANS, LASAR

PUBLICITY/PRu..cuecririnsnrinssnssisssssssensasessnse GWEN STONE, Desoto
RICK MILLER, LASAR
RESOLUTIONS.......cccecuvrunnnnnnne CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee

RICKY FARR, Clay County

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston

GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence-Lauderdale EMA

JASON HEARD, Ider

WAYS/MEANS........... CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County
CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine

RAY HOGAN, LASAR

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County
EDUCATION/TRAINING....CHAIR: CHAD SINGLETON, Mcintosh
DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County

ED NICHOLAS, SARTEC K-9

LUTHER PEEBLES, North Baldwin

JASON HEARD, Ider

NOMINATING........cccvverrerrrrcenrrnnsenns CHAIR: JASON HEARD, Ider
DANNY SMITH, Cherokee

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert

BILLY REEVES, Jackson

LEGISLATIVE............... CHAIR: MATT KNIGHT, Randolph County
CHAD SINGLETON, Mcintosh

DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine

CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine

COMMUNICATIONS ............. CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto
RICK MILLER, LASAR

JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County

JASON MITCHELL, Ider

PARLIAMENTARIANS.........cccceuvee JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston
DANNY SMITH, Cherokee
CONFERENCE............. CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Geraldine

CHAUNCEY & TINA WOOD, LASAR (Vendors)

MARK BUTLER, Geraldine

MARIA JAY, Geraldine

GWEN STONE, Desoto

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert (Vendors)

JASON & JANA HEARD, Ider

BECKY REID, East Colbert (Vendors)
HISTORIANS.........cocctiinennnrinnnnriinnnnes JASON & JANA HEARD, Ider



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

From the Desk of the President

Hope all is going well for everyone....... Glad Spring has arrived and
glad it is NOT roaring in like a lion. With that being said please keep
mindful that it is Spring and things can change dramatically, so please
stay aware and be careful if the need arises.

Much needed work still needs to be done on the Legislative front.
Chauncey and Jimmy can only do so much. We are very grateful for
the Senators and Representatives that have sponsored our bills. But we
as Squads and Members of the local Squads must find time to address
these bills as we find out that certain legislative officials seem to forget
from time to time that we are a separate entity from fire. So, again, as
we post information on our Website and Facebook pages, please do

Now as we turn to our May quarterly meeting in Prattville, Autauga
County has worked very hard on making this happen. Lets come to the
middle part of the state and have a good turnout and let us officers
know what we can do for you. Things have been pretty quiet this quar-
ter from the membership, so I only hope we are meeting your expecta-
tions.

Please everyone say a prayer for the family, the squad family, and oth-
er rescue workers involved in the tragic events of the Etowah County
Rescue Squad mission that claimed the life of Vicky Ryan. It is a very
trying time and my prayers are with you all, Etowah County Rescue
Squad and AARS.

Til we meet in Prattville......
God Bless,

Matt Knight
President

From the Desk of the 1st Vice President

Hello to everyone, looking forward to the 2nd quarterly meeting and
seeing everyone who wasn’t able to come to the 1st quarterly because
of the weather.

We have several bills in the House/Senate so check the website for the
Bill numbers and make some phone calls, send some letters, whatever
you need to do to help get those through. A big thanks, as always, to
Chauncey and Jimmy for all they do as our Legislative people.

On a sad note, [ want to express my condolences to the family of Vicky
Ryan and all her loved ones as well as her Etowah County Rescue
Squad Family. My thoughts and prayers are with everyone.

Danny Butler
1* Vice President

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President

Greetings All! I hear that time flies when you’re having fun, so I must
be having more fun than I thought I was. This year is quickly passing
and Conference will be here before we know it. I’'m looking forward
to great things this year and I still want to hear from each of you. Let
me know what classes you want and what you think our training
should focus on, so we can continue providing the highest quality ser-
vice possible to our fellow citizens. Keep working with your legisla-
tors as well to help move our Bills forward. Together we can accom-
plish great things, and I thank you all for the job that you do.

Thoughts and prayers are with Etowah County Rescue Squad and the
family of Vicky Ryan after the catastrophic event during the search and
rescue mission that claimed Vicky’s life.

Looking forward to seeing you all in Prattville.

Chad Singleton
2nd Vice President

Editor’s Note: Vicky Ryan

I am certain I speak for the entire membership of the AARS when I say
we are deeply saddened to hear of the death of Vicky Ryan of Etowah
County Rescue Squad. Vicky gave her life in the line of duty in an
attempt to help someone in distress. That fact in itself is a true testa-
ment to her as a person and to the reason she volunteered. Vicky was a
member of our EMS and AARS family and we grieve for her and her
loved ones. She will be truly missed.

Gwen Stone
Editor




FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

1* Quarterly Meeting
February 21, 2015
Athens, AL

Meeting was called to order by President Matthew Knight, opening prayer by Hoyt McCaghren. Welcome by Mike Hardy.

Roll was called by Debbie with 30 squads in attendance.

Motion was made by Mclntosh Rescue Squad to count all squads present due to the weather. Motion was seconded by East Colbert Rescue
Squad. Motion carried.

Motion was made by McIntosh Rescue Squad to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Motion was seconded by East Colbert Rescue
Squad. Motion carried.

Financial report was read by Debbie. Motion was made by LASAR to accept the financial report. Motion was seconded by Lawrence County
Rescue Squad. Motion carried.

Matt spoke about the officers being invited to participate in the inauguration.

Matt spoke about the Train the Trainer class that several of our members will be attending. In the absence of Chauncey Matt spoke about the
bills that we have coming up in legislation. Opening day for legislation is March 3™,

Civil Liability sponsored by Tim Wadsworth and Steve McMillan.

Ad Valorem sponsored by Mickey Hammon

LFO-lodging tax sponsored by Steve McMillan

Matt discussed the amount that we pay for legislative work to be $5000.00 yearly to be voted on annually. Motion was made by LASAR to pay
$5000.00/year to be voted annually. Motion was seconded by Ider Rescue Squad. Motion carried.

Danny had one squad to be voted on, Piedmont Rescue Squad. Motion was made by McIntosh Rescue Squad to accept the application. Motion
was seconded by LASAR to accept the application. Motion carried.

Danny asked that everyone be working on door prizes for the conference. Danny also spoke about squads sending in letters for SD1 requesting
equipment.

Chad discussed moving competitions to Friday afternoon. Chad also discussed education/training.

There was no Rescuer of the Quarter.

With no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned.

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR COUNTY
SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF THE SCENE
AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending an
email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.

* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED

* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org ***

* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest.

The AARS Website is http://www.alars.org




2nd Quarterly Meeting
Friday Night
At
Autauga County Rescue Squad
145 West 3rd Street
Prattville, Alabama 36067
May 15th, 2015

6pm-9pm
Spaghetti Dinner
and Bingo

2nd Quarterly Meeting
At
Prattville Area Chamber of Commerce
131 N. Court Street
Prattville, Alabama 36067
May 16, 2015

RegIStration........cccccvuviiiiiieieeecceeee e 7:30am-8:45am
Welcome and posting of Colors.........coecveeeviiiienniieeeiieeeee, 8:45am
Board of Directors Meeting...........cccceeevveeeeeeciieeeeeeciieee e, 10:00am
LUNCh....ooiiiiiii e 12:00pm-1:00pm

General Business Meeting..........ccccvvveeviieeeriieeenniieeenieee e 1:00pm



Hotels & Motels in Prattville Area

Country Inn & Suites by Carlson, Prattville
1925 Cobbs Ford Road, Millbrook, AL 36054, 1-334-495-3000

Super 8 Prattville/Montgomery
639 Malwest Drive, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-365-7250

Courtyard by Marriott Montgomery Prattville
2620 Legends Parkway, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-290-1270

Howard Johnson Prattville
2585 Cobbs Hill Place, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-285-3420

Days Inn & Suites Prattville/Montgomery
600 Old Farm Lane South, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334 285 5312

Home-Towne Suites Prattville
688 Summit Parkway, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-358-9004

La Quinta Inn & Suites Prattville
261 Interstate Commercial Parkloop, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-358-5454

Baymont Inn and Suites Prattville
104 Jameson Court, Prattville, AL 36067, 1-334-361-6463

Quality Inn Prattville
797 Business Park Drive, Prattville, AL 36067, 1-334-365-6003

Hampton Inn & Suites, Prattville
2590 Cobbs Ford Road, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-285-6767

Econo Lodge
798 Business Park Drive, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-361-2007

Holiday Inn Express & Suites, Prattville South
203 Legends CT., Prattville, AL 36066, 1-800-467-1538

Montgomery Marriott Prattville Hotel and Conference
2500 Legends Circle, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-290-1235

Prattville Inn
2598 Cobbs Ford Road, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-285-3420

Rodeway Inn/Econo Lodge
2505 Cobbs Ford Road, Prattville, AL 36066, 1-334-285-5022

Key West Inn Millbrook
2275 Cobbs Ford Road, Millbrook, AL 36054, 1-334-309-2004

Sleep Inn & Suites Millbrook/Prattville
2295 Cobbs Ford Road, Millbrook, AL 36054, 1-334-532-0500

Prices average from $45.00 a night to $175.00 a night



The North Alabama Search Dog Association will be
hosting the 2015 Canine Search and Recovery Canine
Training Seminar October 4-9, 2015. The Seminar will be
at Camp ASCCA near Jackson’s Gap, Alabama. Classes
will be offered in all search and rescue canine disciplines,
and will cover multiple levels of training. Instructors
from Wisconsin, Missouri, Ohio and from across the
south will be teaching at this 4 day hands- on working
dog seminar. Instructors and classes are listed below.
For additional information, please check the website at
www.hasdak9.org/CSAR2015.html or www.CSAR.org

Our classes and instructors are as follows:

O Beginner Area/Airscent — Catherine Louis, NC QO Beginner HRD Land — Lou Ann Metz, OH
O Intermediate Area/Airscent- Jane Beson, GA Q Intermediate HRD Land — Lisa Higgins, LA
Q Advanced Area/Airscent — Denver Holder, NC O Adv. HRD Land — Dennis Schenk, Janet Anagnos — Wi, IL
QO Beginner Trailing — Pat Tuholske, MO O Beginner HRD WATER- Janet Geist, AL
QO Intermediate Trailing — Kathi Katko, SC O Advanced HRD WATER — Darcy Harbaugh, AL
O Advanced Trailing — Marvin Carter, TN
O Advanced Trailing (6) — Lee Weatherall, AR QO Urban Trailing — Pam Nyberg, GA

THE COMMON FACTOR

By Susan Gifford

Do you have a moment to answer a few questions? See if you can find the common factor. 1) It's the middle of the night, and you get an urgent
call for help. Without hesitation, you answer the call. 2) You arrive at a wreck, you smell the burnt rubber, see the twisted metal, and even as
you hear the hiss of escaping steam, you listen for a cry or a moan, no, you pray to hear sounds of life. 3) You have hiked across the valley and
halfway up the side of a mountain, crossed creeks, and climbed over boulders. You are tired and thirsty, you could be shivering with the cold
wind or drowning in your own sweat, but you keep searching for that lost person. 4) You ride in a boat as it is tossed on the waves and scan the
horizon for that survivor, or sadly, look into the depths of the water for the one that didn't make it.

Have you got the answer? The common factor is you. The truth is that even though each call is unique and every rescue squad is different,
we all have one thing in common. We give our time, our energy, our talent, and our heart to those we serve. Our squad may be large or small,
we may specialize in certain types of rescue, we may be strong or just barely getting by, but underneath, we all joined our organization for the
same reason. We feel an obligation in our souls to help people in their times of need.

Sometimes our families may get frustrated when we are late for a planned event, or don't make it at all. We may leave abruptly to answer a
call, and sometimes don't properly say goodbye. Our meals are often cold, waiting for our return. Our loved ones sacrifice as much as us by tol-
erating the time we spend away from them. But this is what makes us tick, what gives us our compassion towards others, what makes us hold our
loved ones a little closer when we get home.

You are a special person. Your dedication to your neighbors is without question. Thank you for all you do within your squad and your com-
munity. Take care of yourself, and just know, whether you receive a thank you or not, your service is appreciated by more people than you could
ever imagine. Stay safe.



Rescue Technician:
Cave Rescue /Il

Non-certification Class
August 20 - 23, 2015

Certification Class
August 20 — 24, 2015
Presented by the

Huntsville Cave
Rescue Unit Inc.

In conjunction with
Alabama Fire College

ABOUT THE COURSE

This course is designed to present
the most current, specialized cave
rescue techniques to those
individuals, groups, agencies and
others interested in or charged with
the responsibility of performing high
angle, cliff, pit, or cave rescue.

The course is presented in seminar
form, using both classroom and field
work stressing hands-on training. The
instructional team will consist of
HCRU Instructors.

This course meets the NFPA 1006,
chapter 18 qualifications for Rescue
Technician: Cave Rescue lfll

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Brian Bailey, Chairman
256.509.4785
Brian@HCRU.org

Tommy MacPherson, Education
256.947.0745
Tommy@HCRU.org

Ed Nicholas, Chief of Qperations
256 .859.5550
Ed@HCRU.org

WWW.HCRU.ORG
WIWW. ALABAMAFIRECOLLEGE.CRG

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

Any individual interested in developing the array of technical, medical and
management skills required to conduct cave/clifffhigh angle rescue. This
includes perscnnel from cave rescue units, fire departments, rescue
squads, emergency management agencies, park service personnel, first
responders, and EMTs. Individuals not working for an agency are welcome
ahd encouraged to attend.

COURSE TOPICS

This course covers all phases of cave rescue and management:
Single rope technique

Incident command system

Underground environmeant

Underground cemmunications

IV mn rm o v o b g my ] | | o o gl s g ] e
dVic SRCLTNIL TTICU LA LASTTSIICT ALVTTS
Response systems

Patient packaging and movement
Hauling/lowering systems

Vertical rescue

Extrication techniques

Pre-planning and logistics

& & * & & B 4 & B & @

EQUIPMENT NEEDED

All necessary equipment will be furnished with the exception of personal
caving and safety gear. The following is strongly recommended to allow the
student the maximurn participation in the course:

1. UIAA /CE-Approved helmet, with chinstrap bracket (no fire halmets)

2. Three sources of light, with main source being mounted on the helmet

3. Sturdy, lugged-sole lace-up boots

4. Rugged outdoar clothing (no turnout gear}

5. Gloves with leather palms and full fingers {work gloves are fine)

6. Soft-capped kneepads (such as volleyball type pads)

7. Personal first aid Kit - we will be outdoors, make the HCRU aware of

any allergies {bees, poison ivy, efc)
8. Cash for lunches (neot all places accept plastic)

REGISTRATION: Alabama Fire College 1-800-241-2467

Classes wilf be fimited to 50 students.

Non-certification course: This course is $50.00, has no prerequisites,
and is open to anyone. Please register directly with the HCRU online.
NFPA 1006 Certification course: This course is $295.00 (in state) and
$495.00 (out of state). Cerlification students must register through the
Alabama Fire College and meet all perguisites:

©:  Rescue Technician: Rope if certified prior to April 2010.

¢ RT: Rope Level | and RT. Rope Level Il if certified after April 2010
Certification students must purchase ON CALL at AFC bookstore 1-866-984-3545

LOCATION & TIME

Thursday: Classroom Seminars
8:00am- 5:00pm: Brindlee Min. Fire Dept., 4434 Hwy 231, Union Grove, AL 35175
Friday: Practicals, Single Rope Technigue training
8:00am - 8:00pm: Brindlee Min. Fire Dept.
Jalurday: Hauls & Lowers, Exirication Technigues, Patient Muverment
8:00am - 6:00pm - Bring lunch, water & snacks
Bluff & In-Cave Exercises (Plan to be self-sufficient)
Sunday: Student-Run Mock Rescue
8:00am - 6:00pm - Bring lunch, water & snacks
In-Cave Exercise & Evaluation {Be prepared to be In-Cave all day)
Monday: Review and Certification Test CERTIFICATION ONLY
8:00am- 12:30pm: Brindlee Mtn. Fire Dept.



AARS ORDER FORM

QTY. COST TOTAL
_ x$3.00
_ x$3.00
_ x$0.50
_ x$2.00
_ x$50.00

AARS SHOULDER PATCH
AMERICAN FLAG PATCH
AARS WINDOW DECAL
AARS VEHICLE DECAL
AARS FLAG

GRAND TOTAL $

CLIP AND MAIL TO:
AARS
PO BOX 569
ADDISON, AL 35540
FAX: (256) 747-3633

**% DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. | WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU WITH
AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE WHATEVER IT

COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. ***

*** |F YOU PREFER | WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY

MEETING. ***

DELco

INDUSTRIES

Radio - Sales & Service

Phone: 334-872-2024

Email: delcomindustries@yahoo.com

THE RADIO MAN HAS:
» Vertex/Standard Radios
* lcom America Radios
* Tekk Inc Radios

« SCA Sceptar Pager
The Radio man has the best
prices in the South
www.delcomindustries.com

IDER RESCUE SQUAD CELEBRATES 50" ANNIVERSARY

It is with great pride and excitement that the officers and mem-
bers of IDER RESCUE SQUAD invite you to celebrate with us as
we mark 50 years of community service. Festivities will begin
Saturday, May 30, 2015 at 1:00 pm with guest speakers from state
and local agencies, a memorial service, time capsule burial, and of
course, cake! Join us as we reminisce about our past and look for-
ward to our future. The Open House at our Squad building is just
the beginning of the fun. The day will continue at the Ider High
School with a Gospel Singing, a Silent Auction, and BBQ plates
for sale beginning at 5:00 pm. Come for a visit, or hang around all
day, we would love to see you either way.

b
»$<EMS

| BILLING SERVICES

At EMS Billing Services, we provide the most through and
comprehensive claims process in the business, Billing and
collections are cornplex pracesses that often invelve many
insurance related obstacles along the way. We know how to
work with insurance companies and we won't take no for an
answer. When most billing companies stop, we take your
billing collections to the next level to insure you receive all of
the reimbursement that is owed to you,

Services include:

-Zoll Data Collection and e-PCR software

=Custornized billing and reports

-n house auditing

Patient assistance to resolve payrment issues
-Documentation review to ensure context, completenass and
compliance

Questions? Call us today!
(256} 236-6005



Scuba Classes for AARS Members

Thanks to AARS 2014 President Jason Heard and 2014 15t Vice
President Brian Bailey we are now offering Scuba Certification
Classes to our AARS members

Who is this class for? Who do | need to contact?

e AARS members only Bryan Carlton with Walker Co

e Members who want to do @ 205-275-9287

underwater Search & OR

Recovery for their squad.
e Members who want to be 3 James Miller with Etowah Co

scuba diver. @256-613-6177

Class Description

Basic Fresh Water Certification
Certification is good for a lifetime
Classes could be 3 to 4 days (depending on the number of students and
location of classes)
Class location and dive sites must be preapproved by Instructor Bryan
Carlton.
Cost is $175.00 plus Instructors expenses
Cost includes:
Cost of books
Certification cards
Entry Fees
Air fills
Scuba Class Instruction
Instructors’ expenses will be discussed when you contact us
Scuba equipment must be provided by student or their squad. This topic
can be discussed by contacting an instructor.




AMBULANCE INC.
SALES AND SERVICE
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BROCK BUTTS
District Manager w
Cell: (706) 594-2228
Fax: (334) 863-2248 =

130 Peach State Court, | _
Tyrone, GA 30290 = #= == ———Ji@=N
brockbutts@charter.net L S
www.peachstateambulance.com




Unfortunately,
you’ll never
know how good
your msurance
company 1s until
something bad
happens.

Coverage underwritten by
7 e

with its principal place of business
in New York, NY.

Emotional pain is something no one can fix.
Lost income 1s a different matter. VFIS has
built its reputation on prompt response and
the kind of in-depth coverage that goes well
beyond industry standards. Isn’t it nice to
know that someone else 1s looking out for
your family too?

VEIS/Southeast
Lineville, AL 36266

memm&w (800) 621-3380
Insuring America’s Heroes www.viisal.com



