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From the Desk of the President 

 

Wow!!!!!!  Where do I start, have so much to share and discuss and 

have been working on this letter since the end of June.  So I may not 

accomplish everything, but we are gonna try. 

First, I have to start with the sad news of one of our member’s tragi-

cally dying way to early in life. Our thoughts and prayers are and 

have been extended to the Morgan County Rescue Squad and the 

family of Tyler Whitt.  Tyler was a young energetic member and of-

ficer that will be missed.  

As many are aware, Etowah County Rescue Squad is still under the 

microscope of scrutiny and validity.  I have to commend them on 

their determination and resilience to stay focused on complying with 

what has been asked of them and going above and beyond.  The As-

sociation officers support their efforts, but unfortunately as in many 

cases over the years, we cannot get involved in local politics. We are 

here to give you advice and support.  Where this sounds directed to 

Etowah County, it is just actually to all squads, now is the time to 

shore up policies and procedures, find your Articles of Incorporation, 

review By-Laws, find, secure, and if possible make digital copies of 

all minutes of meetings.  Whenever I am addressed with problems 

and concerns, I cannot tell you the conversation always comes to we 

cannot find a lot of the documents. 

With that, be watching for some of the things that Chad is putting 

together for conference as well as other very good information that 

your conference committee is working on.  Chad has worked very 

hard on reorganizing the format of our conference training.  He is 

trying to get very pertinent classes that will only help you in some of 

our trying times.  

Again, Debbie has asked me to remind all squads to get the new VFIS 

form in. Another critical request we need. Midyear renewals should 

be a good time for you to review and submit this request. 

I am excited to let all squads know that we got notification from the 

State Revenue office on ACT 2015-208 for our Ad Val Checkoff. So 

the officers will be presenting to the Board of Directors our plans for 

collection and disbursement. 

Now I would like to take this avenue to express the Randolph County 

Rescue Squad’s gratitude for all the agencies response with person-

nel, equipment, resources, and advise on our continued mission on 

Lake Wedowee from 7.13.15 and still continuing as I write this letter. 

I continue to total up agencies and now begin working on man hours 

and equipment hours, we have had 23 various agencies involved in 

this mission. If there is a resource that we have not utilized other than 

a psychic and I even asked if somebody knew one, all the ones I knew 

were dead.  We are so blessed to have such a strong organization. I 

am proud to be a small part of it.  My squad unfortunately has to en-

dure my wrath as being the President and it really puts some pressure 

on the officers to be able to be Incident Commander of the missions 

and then everyone contacting me to help and gather input.  But they 

do it admirably because they are in it, just like all the other squads….. 

They are in it for all the right reasons. To help and serve those that 

call for our services. 

 

See you in Brewton…… 

God Bless 

 

Matt Knight 

President  
 

 

 

 From the Desk of the 1st Vice President 

 Hello to all! I hope all is well with each squad. Just a short reminder 

this time, as you all know the summer has been hot and is now wind-

ing down but the days of rescuing people goes on. Keep the folks well 

hydrated and be sure to have safety in mind. 

When you are applying for SD-1 property the request needs to be on 

your Squad’s letterhead and include the squads FID number. This will 

make the paperwork go a lot better.   

The recent water class held in Etowah County had 83 people to attend 

the 2 day class. It was taught by John Weaver from TARS. I myself 

was unable to attend the class, but it was a very good class from what 

I was told by the people that attended the class. 

Also thanks to Autauga County for putting on a great 2nd Quarterly 

meeting. It was great to see Smiley there. I hope to see you all soon. 

Please be safe out there,  

 

Danny Butler 

1st Vice President 

 

 

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President 

 

Hello everyone. I certainly hope that you all had a safe and fun 4th of 

July.  The year is quickly passing and I am getting excited about the 

thought of Conference and looking forward to a great time.  I would 

like to thank everyone that has given me feedback on some of the 

classes you want to see provided and I still encourage everyone to let 

me know what training you feel would be beneficial to the Associa-

tion.  I also want to encourage everyone to come take advantage of 

the training opportunities that are provided.  You are the reason we 

put these classes on and we want you to get all the benefit you can 

from them.  I am very pleased to announce that we will have the 

availability of continuing medical education through patient simula-

tion this year.  This will provide the opportunity for more realistic 

training in a more interactive setting while satisfying many of the 

core objectives for National Registry.  This sort of opportunity 

doesn’t happen very often, so be sure to take it while you can.  We 

also have in the works National Association for Search and Rescue 

SAR Tech III, Public Information Officer, NIMS 400, Storm Spotter, 

Traffic Incident Management System, and Autism Awareness for 

First Responders.  Hopefully everyone can find something of interest 

in the mix and will be able to get to the beach for some great training.  

I hope to see you all in Escambia County. 

 

Chad Singleton 

2nd Vice President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

2nd Quarterly Meeting 

May 16 2015 

 

Colors were presented by the Honor Guard. Opening prayer by Hoyt McCaghren. 

Welcome by Lara Pate – Autauga County Rescue Squad 

Special Guests: 

Bill Gillespie – Mayor of Prattville 

Tom Allison – Sheriff Department 

Ernie Baggett – EMA Director 

Trey Carter – Armed Forces Benefit Association 

Darcy Harbaugh – NASDA 

Meeting was called to order by President Matt Knight 

Roll was called with 57 squads represented. Daphne Search and Rescue Unit and North Baldwin Sheriff’s Search and Rescue were excused due 

to a activity in their area. 

Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes by Desoto Rescue Squad. Motion was seconded by East Colbert Rescue Squad. Motion 

carried. 

Financial report was read by Debbie Tidwell. Motion to accept the financial report as read by East Colbert Rescue Squad. Motion was seconded 

by Union Rescue Squad. Motion carried. 

Chauncey introduced Jamie Hollingsworth with the State Surplus Loaner Program. He advised the next dates for the loaner program are July 20

-29. If property does not work when you get it the property needs returned as soon as possible, do not wait a month or more. The property must 

be kept on your books. An annual report has to be submitted. If the equipment breaks down or is destroyed it needs to be reported to surplus so 

it can be taken off the books. 

Chauncey gave the legislative report and also thanked everyone that came to Montgomery to show support for the Association. 

Matt introduced Phillip Winkles – Vice President of the Alabama Association of Ambulance Service. Phillip asked that we support SB387. 

Motion was made by Cherokee County Rescue Squad to accept SB 387. Motion was seconded by Anniston Rescue Squad. Motion carried. 

Debbie spoke about the new forms from VFIS that must be filled out by every member. This is for the insurance that is included with member-

ship dues. Also please remember if you filled out one of the blue cards from the Armed Forces Benefit Association you will receive a phone 

call. 

Danny Butler presented three squads for membership: 

Wilmer Fire Department – Motion by Baker Hill Rescue Squad to accept this squad in the Association. Motion was seconded by Geraldine 

Rescue Squad. Motion carried. 

North River Rescue Squad – Motion by North Lamar Rescue Squad to accept this squad in the Association. Motion was seconded by Sartec K9 

Unit. Motion carried. 

Cullman Weather and Rescue – Motion by McIntosh Rescue Squad to accept this squad in the Association. Motion was seconded by North 

Lamar Rescue Squad. Motion carried with one squad against. 

Chad Singleton spoke about the conference. Competitions will be moved to Friday afternoon. 

Matt Knight thanked the Honor Guard and all the squads that went to Etowah County to attend the funeral for Vicky Ryan. Mike Bettis with 

Etowah County Rescue Squad thanked everyone for all of their support. 

Matt spoke about the small trailer needing some touchup and the lettering redone. Peach State Ambulance will do the repairs. Coosa Valley 

made a motion to let Peach State Ambulance do the necessary repairs. Motion was seconded by Union Rescue Squad. Motion carried. Matt also 

talked about the generator that is on the trailer, it will not run at this time. 

Matt spoke about the Proclamation from the Governor naming May 17-23 2015 Emergency Medical Week in the State of Alabama 

Chad presented Rescuer of Quarter posthumously to Vicky Ryan – Etowah County Rescue Squad. Chad also presented Co-Rescuer of the 

Quarter to Etowah County Rescue Squad. 

Motion to adjourn by East Colbert Rescue Squad. Motion was seconded by Union Rescue Squad. Colors were retired by the Honor Guard and 

the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF YOUR COUNTY 

SHOULD COME FROM THE INCIDENT COMMANDER OF THE SCENE 

AND GO THROUGH A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 



3rd Quarterly Meeting 

Hosted By: 

Escambia County Fire and Rescue Squad 

At 

East Brewton Civic Center 

105 Forest Avenue 

East Brewton, AL 36426 

August 15, 2015 

 

 

Registration………………………………….08:30am – 09:30am 

Welcome and Posting of Colors…..……………………..09:30am 

Board of Directors Meeting……………………………..10:00am 

Lunch…………………………………………12:00pm – 1:00pm 

General Business Meeting………………………………..1:00pm 

 

 

 

Hotel Information 

(Mention Rescue Squad Meeting) 

 

Quality Inn 

611 South Blvd 

Brewton, AL 36426 

251-867-9999 

 

Quality Inn 

1571 Ted Bates Road 

Evergreen, AL 36401 

251-578-4701 

 

Holiday Inn Express 

111 Lakeview Circle 

Atmore, AL 36502 

251-368-1585 







IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

*  2015 FOURTH QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE: 

 

OCTOBER 5, 2015 !!!!!!!!! 

 

* The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending 

an email to rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.  

 

* THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED  

 

* ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org *** 

 

* Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest. 

 

The AARS Website is  

http://www.alars.org  





 
 

AARS ORDER FORM 
 

    QTY. COST TOTAL 
AARS SHOULDER PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AMERICAN FLAG PATCH  ___ x $ 3.00 _____ 
AARS WINDOW DECAL  ___ x $ 0.50 _____ 
AARS VEHICLE DECAL  ___ x $ 2.00 _____ 
AARS FLAG   ___ x $50.00 _____ 

 
   GRAND TOTAL  $_________ 

 
CLIP AND MAIL TO: 

AARS 
PO BOX 569 

ADDISON, AL 35540 
FAX: (256) 747-3633 

 
*** DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. I WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU WITH 
AN INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE WHATEVER IT 

COSTS TO MAIL THE ITEMS. *** 
*** IF YOU PREFER I WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY 

MEETING. *** 

 

 








