The Alabama Association of Rescue Squads Presents

BRLABAMAR
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ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF RESCUE

SQUADS
ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

PRESIDENT.....ccoentinieniirenienenieneniesecsnssesesennees MATTHEW KNIGHT

(334) 338-0327

349 Cauthen Circle
Roanoke, AL 36274

E-Mail: president@alars.org
SouthernLinc 205-272-3010

1% VICE PRESIDENT ...cuvvneneenrnssereersersens BRIAN BAILEY
(256) 509-4785

3153 Hwy 231

Laceys Spring, AL 35754

E-Mail: 1stvp@alars.org

SouthernLinc 256-509-4785

2" VICE PRESIDENT ...o.veeeeeemeeeseenssseseensenas JASON HEARD
(256) 630-1802

5684 County Road 78

Pisgah, AL 35765

E-Mail: 2ndvp@alars.org

SouthernLinc 256-630-1802

SECRETARY / TREASURER.........cceeruverurenernens DEBBIE TIDWELL
Association Phone: (800) 452-8431

Fax: (256) 747-3633

Cell: (256) 347-2690

PO Box 569

Addison, AL 35540

E-Mail: sectreas@alars.org

SouthernLinc 256-347-2690

LEGAL ADVISOR ................ CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE IF ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED.

HONOR GUARD

Captain... e, MICHAEL HARDY
Home: (256) 614-1383

Cell: (256) 431-7734

E-Mail: cmhardy@peoplepc.com

CONTACT A MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR REQUEST

RESCUER MAGAZINE
EDITOR ...ttt GWEN STONE, Desoto
Phone: (256) 364-0150

E-Mail for Editor: editor@alars.org

WEBMASTER.....ccooiitii it MICHAEL STONE, Desoto
Phone: (256) 755-1023
E-Mail for Webmaster: webmaster@alars.org
PHOTOGRAPHERS.......eieiii it TINA WOOD, LASAR
MARIA JAY, Geraldine

2020 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

CHAPLAIN.......ccceevrrennnn HOYT MCCAGHREN, Lawrence County
ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN............c.... MICHAEL TIDWELL, Winston County
Search and Dive Team

MEMBERSHIP...CHAIR: BRIAN BAILEY, Huntsville Cave Rescue
RONALD JOHNSON, Autauga, County

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert

CANDY DAVIDSON, Mcintosh

BRUCE PATRICK, South Lamar

RAY HOGANS, LASAR

PUBLICITY/PRu...ueereerieseesresnecseessessassennes GWEN STONE, Desoto
MARIA JAY, Geraldine
RESOLUTIONS......cccceeeveerrernnne CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee

DAVID HOLCOMBE, Clay County

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston

GEORGE GRABRYAN, Florence-Lauderdale EMA

JASON HEARD, Rosalie

WAYS/MEANS........... CHAIR: DANNY SMITH, Cherokee County
CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR

JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine

RAY HOGAN, LASAR

MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County

BILLY EVANS, N Lamar

EDUCATION/TRAINING....CHAIR: JASON HEARD, Rosalie
MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine

LUTHER PEEBLES, N. Baldwin

RONNY CHAMPION, Daphne SAR

TERRI SLIZEWSKI, NASDA

DANNY MITCHEM, N. Baldwin
NOMINATING.........cceevereerennsenens CHAIR: DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine
JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston

DANNY SMITH, Cherokee

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert

BILLY REEVES, Jackson

LEGISLATIVE.................. CHAIR: MATTHEW KNIGHT, Randolph County

JASON HEARD, Rosalie

BRIAN BAILEY, Huntsville Cave Rescue

DEBBIE TIDWELL, Winston County Search and Dive Team
JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert

DANNY BUTLER, Geraldine

CHAUNCEY WOOD, LASAR

COMMUNICATIONS ............. CHAIR: MICHAEL STONE, Desoto
JAMES RICHARSON, Morgan County

JASON MITCHELL, Ider

PARLIAMENTARIANS..........cccceu.e. JOHNNY WARREN, Anniston
DANNY SMITH, Cherokee
CONFERENCE............. CHAIRMEN: DEBBIE TIDWELL, Winston County

Search and Dive Team

CHAUNCEY AND TINA WOOD, LASAR - Vendors

GWEN STONE, Desoto

MARK BUTLER, Geraldine

MARIA JAY, Geraldine

MARY ANN SHRADER, Ider

JIMMY LOONEY, East Colbert — Vendors

RAY HOGANS, LASAR

DAVID HOLCOMBE, Clay County
HISTORIANS........ccoeveerrnrnnenens JASON & JANA HEARD, Rosalie



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

From the Desk of the President

Happy New Year everyone...... Hope all has had a great end to 2019
and the start of a new decade 2020. Just a note or two from
conference. | appreciate all that attended being a week later, |
know that may have put an extra burden on those attending
running into Thanksgiving. Great that we will be back on our nor-
mal track next year. | want to thank Jason on his hard work putting
the conference together and trying new things. Membership may
not like it, but you don’t know unless you try. Big thanks to Ray
Hogan for taking the lead and getting the FEMA classes approved.

Onto 2020 many challenges lay ahead for each and every squad,
wither it be training, funding, equipment, or membership just to
mention some. We as an association and the executive board strive
to stay abreast of those concerns and try to make those things the
forefront of our concerns. Chauncey and Jimmy work had in
Montgomery for us and | sure would hate to see things now if they
had not been so delegate in their efforts. With that we look
forward to Chauncey’s legislative report and see where we can
benefit.

Get job from the K-9 groups for taking on the daunting task of
trying to determine some standards. Every unit has their reasons
for a particular scope and we as the officers respect that. Knew it
would never be an overnight task. Please stay diligent with the
process and reasons.

I had mentioned the TANGO TANGO app and platform at
conference. | am still trying to determine if this is the right
investment for the association. | would love to hear anyone con-
cern or thoughts.

Brain and the membership committee are working on a more up to
date application and we might need to address our minimum
equipment list, | will have more on reason why at quarterly
meeting.

James Miller has taken on the task of getting the Glen Parris
Rescuer of the Year Trophy case up to par. Thank you to those that
gave James input on who receipts were. Just a bit of history the
original case burnt several years back and over the years several
name plates were never done. So take a moment and tell James
THANKS... It will be noticed at conference when you look at it.

Still have a lot of winter left and then before we know it we will be
in spring tornado season. As always, prepare, don’t panic. Have
your MOU’s and Mutual Aid Agreements in place. Allow the
Association to assist in time of need and don’t forget to follow
chain of command and not self-deployment.

Hope to see everyone in Alex City as Tallco will host our first
quarterly meeting of the decade. Stay Safe and God Bless to all.

God Bless...
Matthew Knight
President

From the Desk of the 1st Vice President

Well it's the beginning of a new year. I hope this newsletter finds all
of you are in good health and spirits. We enjoyed conference
last year. I hope everyone took advantage of all the

classes offered by your association,

I would like to thank all of the instructors who taught the classes for
us and everyone who worked to put the classes together.

At the conference we had a special meeting with the Dog teams to
further our discussion on our recommendations for training
guidelines. The meeting went well and I would like to thank the
teams that were there in attendance. I would also like to thank Janet
Geist for all of her hard work she has put in. The Executive Board
will be reviewing the Association's options and will be working on a
plan of action, hopefully in the next few months.

Another subject was brought up at the conference was workman’s
comp, for the squads. We have found out that a lot of squads do not
have workman’s comp. Ins because they can't afford it. We are trying
to put a plan together so it will be more affordable to squads by taking
a group plan through the Association. We will have more details at
the next meeting.

And in closing I am looking forward to seeing all of you at our first
quarterly meeting of the new year.

Remember this is your Association, get involved and make a
difference.

Brian Bailey
1st Vice President

From the Desk of the 2nd Vice President

Wow! | can’t believe we are starting not only a new year but a new
decade. Hope all had a blessed holiday season. | would like to thank
everyone that was at conference and made it a success. A special
thanks to all our instructors and vendors who took time out to help
us. To all our members thanks for your participation. We are looking
at the surveys and will try address this at our quarterly meeting. We
have a spring training date of March 22 and a backup rain date of
April 18. We will be having a water search and recovery class that is
being hosted by Etowah County Rescue Squad in Gadsden. We need
you to pre-register for this class at 2ndvp@alars.org. The last time
we had this class in Etowah County we had nearly 100 students, so
we expect another great class. This class covers boat and recovery
operations in a wide range of situations. Everyone will need to bring
PFD and squad boats if possible. Make sure you apply for your train-
ing grants. We are looking at doing a summer training class if inter-
ested in hosting this please let me know. We are also still looking for
30 committed students for a farm rescue class, we must have a
minimum of 30 committed to have the class. We would love to
have this for our fall training. We already working on classes for con-
ference. We had a good response from our surveys. The survey link
is still available. We are here to help you in any way we can. We
need all squads participating in our meetings and classes to make
them a success, remember this Association is WHAT WE ALL MAKE
IT! Hope to see everyone at the 1st quarterly meeting in Alexander
City in February. Until then remember to always spend time
with family, enjoy life, train hard, and stay safe.

Jason Heard
2nd Vice President



FROM THE DESKS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Conference 2019
Orange Beach, AL

Colors posted by the Honor Guard. Welcome and guest speakers, Scott
Pilgreen -Fire Marshall and Steve Thompson — ALEA Marine Patrol.
Awards were presented to the following vendors for 5 years in a row:
Carol Gray — Emergency Medical Billing

Dirk Young — Hurricane

Steve Thompson — ALEA Marine Patrol

Speakers Steve Thompson with ALEA, Jonathan Gaddy with AL EMA
and Scott Pilgreen Fire Marshall.

Meeting called to order by President Matthew Knight.

Roll was called with 63 out of 93 squads represented.

Motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes made by Geraldine
Rescue Squad. Motion was seconded by Desoto Rescue Squad. Motion
carried.

Motion to dispense with the reading of the financial report was made
by Desoto Rescue Squad. Motion was seconded by Daphne Search and
Rescue. Motion carried.

There was a meeting with the K-9 units on Friday and the speaker was
from NASDA and she had to leave and go back to work. BOD recom-
mends counting NASDA present for the meeting. Motion by Geraldine
Rescue Squad to count NASDA present. Motion was seconded by Daph-
ne Search and Rescue. Motion carried.

Jamie Hollingsworth from ADECA spoke about surplus. He advised that
if anyone receives a letter asking for a $39.00 fee it is legit, it is not bill
but it is a request, it is from NASAP, it is an organization that represents
all surplus across America. There are no longer public auctions. It is
done on govdeals.com for state and gsaauctions.gov for federal.
Chauncey spoke about the Legislative session, it will reconvene on
February 4™, 2020.

Brian had no new squads to present.

He spoke about the K-9 guideline committee.

Brian also spoke about getting workman’s comp insurance. VFIS is
checking on a price, it will pay 66 and 2/3 of regular pay or minimum
wage. Everyone will be responsible for paying the premium for their
self, should be less than $20.00/year

Motion was made by Winston County Search and Dive to team to
check into getting the insurance. Motion was seconded by LASAR. Mo-
tion carried.

Jason spoke about the classes. Jason spoke about a farm rescue class-
will have to have 30 committed people in order to setup the class, also
looking at a large animal rescue class and a school bus accident class.
Jason also spoke about doing online portion classes and come to con-
ference to do the skills portion.

Conference will be the 2™ weekend in November in 2020.

Mike Tidwell spoke about the chaplains forming a group for support for
the chaplains in the association.

BOD discussed and agreed to purchasing new class A jackets for the
Honor Guard.

Motion was made by Geraldine Rescue Squad to purchase the new
jackets. Motion was seconded by LASAR. Motion carried.

Matt spoke about TangoTango for statewide communication.

Matt was re-elected as President for 2020.

The Executive Board reappointed Debbie Tidwell as Executive
Secretary/Treasurer for 2020

Danny Smith with the Ways and Means Committee spoke about the
grants. Seven (7) grants were awarded. Applications will be accepted in
February to be awarded in May and accepted in August to be awarded
in November. There is a cap set at $20,000.00 and is a matching grant.
Amount to be set by the Executive Board.

Received a request from Alabama Conservation and Natural Resources
for a donation of $4775.00 for training and some medical equipment.
Motion was made by Anniston Rescue Squad to donate the money.
Motion was seconded by Geraldine Rescue Squad. Motion carried.
Rescuer of the Quarter — James Miller Etowah County Rescue Squad.
Motion was made by Scottsboro — Jackson County Rescue Squad to
come back to Orange Beach for two more years. Motion was seconded
by Randolph County Rescue Squad. Motion carried. We will be back in
Orange Beach in 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023.

Next meeting will be hosted by Tallaco K-9 Unit in Alexander City.

ALL REQUESTS FOR AARS
ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE OF
YOUR COUNTY SHOULD
COME FROM THE INCIDENT
COMMANDER OF THE SCENE
AND GO THROUGH A
MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE
BOARD.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
2020 2nd QUARTER MAGAZINE DEADLINE: APRIL 1, 2020
ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED AFTER THE DEADLINE IS SUBJECT TO BE PLACED IN NEXT QUARTER’S MAGAZINE!
The Electronic Version contains the ads and articles and can be found on the AARS Website or by subscribing by sending an email to
rescuer@alars.org please include your name and Squad.
THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT ANY ARTICLE SUBMITTED
ARTICLES SHOULD BE SENT USING THE EDITOR LINK ON THE AARS WEBSITE OR TO editor@alars.org
Be sure to check the Website regularly for updated information about things of interest.

http://www.alars.org




First Quarterly Meeting
Charles E. Bailey Sportsplex
1842 Sportsplex Blvd
Alexander City, AL 35010
February 14, 2020

Hosted by: Tallaco K-9

Agenda

Registration

Welcome and Posting of Colors
Board of Directors Meeting
Lunch

General Business Meeting

Hotel Information

Hampton Inn Alexander City
1151 Elkahatchee Road
Alexander City, AL 35010
256-235-2244

Days Inn by Wyndham Alexander City
3146 US-280
Alexander City, AL 35010
256-234-6311

Super 8 by Wyndham Alexander City
4335 US-280
Alexander City, AL 35010
256-392-7440

Quality Inn
2845 US-280
Alexander City, AL 35010
256-234-5900

8:00am — 9:00am
9:00am

10:00am

12:00pm — 1:00pm
1:00pm



AARS ORDER FORM

QTY. COST TOTAL
AARS SHOULDER PATCH _ x$3.00
AMERICAN FLAG PATCH _ _x$3.00
AARS WINDOW DECAL _ x$0.50
AARS VEHICLE DECAL _ _x$2.00
AARS FLAG ___x$50.00

GRAND TOTAL $

CLIP AND MAIL TO:
AARS
PO BOX 569
ADDISON, AL 35540
FAX: (256) 747-3633

**#% DO NOT SEND MONEY WITH YOUR ORDER. | WILL MAIL THE ITEMS TO YOU WITH AN
INVOICE THAT WILL INCLUDE POSTAGE. THE POSTAGE FEE WILL BE WHATEVER IT COSTS
TO MAIL THE ITEMS. ***

*** |F YOU PREFER | WILL BE GLAD TO BRING THE ITEMS TO THE NEXT QUARTERLY
MEETING. ***

DELCOM )
I N DUSTRI ES BILLING SERVICES

Rad iy - S ale S & Se rvi ce At EMS Billing Services, we pravide the most through and

comprehensive claims precess in the business, Billing and

Phone: 334-872-2024 || s ey

insurance related obstacles along the way, We kniow how to
Email: delcomindustries@yahoo.com work with insurance companies and we won't take no for an

. Wh t billi ies stop, we take
THE RADIO MAN HAS: i collccions toe et v 16 st you race vealion
3 the reimbursement that is owed to you,
* Vertex/Standard Radios
Services include:
o | com America Rad iOS -Zoll Data Collection and e-PCR software

~Customized billing and reports

* Tekk Inc Radios e

-Patient assistance to resolve payment issuas

° S C A S ce pt ar P a g er -Documantation review to ensura context, completeness and
. compliance
The Radio man has the best ,
priCGS I,n t he SOU t h Questions? Call us today!
(256} 236-6005
www.delcomindustries.com |
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Unfortunately,
you ll never
know how good
your msurance
company is until
something bad

happens.

Coverage underwritten by
National Union Fire Insurance
Company of Pittsburg, PA,

with its principal place of business
in New York, NY.

Emotional pain is something no one can fix.
Lost income 1s a different matter. VFIS has
built its reputation on prompt response and
the kind of in-depth coverage that goes well
beyond industry standards. Isn’t it nice to
know that someone ¢lse is looking out for
your family too?

VFIS/Southeast
' PO Box 280
@ Lineville, AL 36266

A Divion of Gatioler breusres Grsp (S C 21-3380
Insuring America’s Heroes vww.viisal.com



